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AM19NO lise several doctrines of dmne revel*- 
tion, that cf the Atonement holds a place of prlncl* 

* pal importance ; and, has so evident a connection 
with the distkigtti^ing doctrines of Christianity, 

^at they 'will he found, on careful inquiry, to stand 
or fiill with k. Tfns lies at the bottom of that sys- 
tem of sentiments which principally distinu;^ishei 
Christianity froai mere natural religion* WiOi 
this are connected the doctrines of the Divjnify of 
Christy justification by an imputed riffhteoufineas and 
<he l>erpetuity of punishment in the future world. 
For, if the doctrine of Atonement be given up ; th^t 
of the Divinity of Christ will no longer be main- 
Jiained ; As we can hardly heli^ve that ^ God fver 
4:wie intp ihe world io per£prff[i a work whif h did 
0ot require jtbe p^r/e^^tion iiad p^w^ir of q Gfi^ff Qff 
tbsH he iWnp tp reveal 4n wprdA, 9m ^alprce \)y e^- 
ampte^ 5 sjatem of dpcjt;rinc?^| »^hjjch mighf ii^yic 
been as perfectly r^yealed» and as coflcfpletel^jexepp- 
plified, by a mere creature* If there be no atonement 
for sin. the repentance of sinners must be the sole 
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ground on which they are pardoned and 8a%*ed ; 
And, consequently, no other righteousness than 
their own is, in any sense, the ground of acceptance 
in the sight of God. If, moreover, the moral iaxa, 
that perfect rule of divine government, will admit 
penitents to favour, withoQt any atonement ; it will 
hardly be believed that the disposition, iathe govern* 
or of the world, which such a law, so constructed, 
and so understood, wiU naturally exhibit i can ever 
admit of his inflicting eternal torments on any of his 
creatures. For, if the offence of the sinner be no 
greater, in the view of God, than may be overlpok* 
ed merely upon the conijideration of his repentance^ 
^and, i^ot only wholly overlooked, but the transgres- 
sor be treated with every mark of friendship and 
favor : Who will believe that there is displeasure 
. enough existing in the divine mind, ever to inflict 
. eternal torments P For God to. make such a distinc- 
tion between one who confessedly spends this short 
life cktefiy in sin, and one who spends it wholly so ; 
and thixty too, when the crimes of the former, as 
the case may be, sjnd many times in fact is^ greatly 
exceed those of the latter; naturally surpasseth all 
belief. 

Therefore, he that renounceth the doctrine of 
Atonement^ to be consistent with himself, must, also, 
renounce those of the Divinittf cf Christ, and the 
eternity of punishment. And, when these thr^e 
grand points are given up, there is nothing left, in 
the system of revealed truth, materially to distia« 
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^dsh \ttt6tf\ tntre natural religion : And « Ci*ucf- 
ficd Christ will no longer appear to bt the pcwef 
of 60 J sind the zuisdom of God* 

Pdr th%$ HTAfSii \% \% thsu th« dd^trirre 6f Atcffi^-^ 
vKtem has'«<»ef \mt\( «t&€k ^fd^jfentt to tli^ en^f^kl 
of divine MeimslilfiiiM). B^aoee if stfimdd il^ thi§ 
connection, and so evid^n% imj^ietf, both the IX- 
vinity of Christ, and the eternity of punishment ; 
fnany have labored, with their whole strength, to sub- 
vert it. But, if this falls, it f^ils like a strong man ; 
pulling down with it, the very pillai^ ot Christianity. 

These considerations, it is hojied, will be a suffi- 
cient apology for an attempt to vindicate this great 
doctrine, atid set it in its true and scriptural light* 
Of the success with .which the design is executed, 
in the following pages ; the candid, intelligwit read-* 
er must judge. I can only say that a desire to 
support an hypothesis has not, that I am sensible, 
glossed any of those passages of Scripture, which I 
have had occasion to consider, in the discussion of 
the subject. I pretend not, however, to be free 
from those prepossessions which are common to 
sinful men. 

But the following treatise, imperfect as it is, with 
all due deference, is humbly offered to public view ; 
in hope that it may be the occasion of throwing 
some small degree of light on so important a sub- 
ject. N.€» caution, it is readily seen, is necessary to 
be given to any one, against receiving any thing that 
A 2 
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is cont^ioed in it, upon the mere authority of the 
writer. If what of truth may be contained in the 
following examination of the Scripture Doctrine of 
Atonement, may gain admission into the minds 
and hearts of such as' shall be at the trouble of pe- 
rusing it ; this will be the utmost that can reasoa- 
ably be asked ^ or desired by the Author^ 
Stockbridge^ 14th April, 1785. 
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THfi . 

DOCTRINE 

OF 



ATONEMENT, &c. 



CHAP. I. 

Observationt respecting' GocPs chief end in the creation 
of the world, 

ONE principal difficulty in understanding this great 
and fundamental doctrine, probably consists in our ig- 
norance of the necessity of it So lon^ as wc discern 
no necessity of an atonement for sin, in order to ior- 
giveness, the nature and import of it will be unintelli- 
gible. And the reason why an atonement for sin is 
necessary, will not be seen, without some just and 
general view of the great end for which God originally 
gave birth to Creation. 

Though unassisted reason might be very unequal 
to the determination of so important a question, di- 
vine revelation hath abundantly supplied the defect ; 
in forming our sentiments on a question of such mo- 
ment, it becomes us to be especially careful that we do 
not pervert nor go aside from the instructions of the 
word of God. Taking ilevclation for our guide, we 
need not be afraid to |nquire into things whtch are 
above the reach of mere natural reason. And^ by these 
unerring oracles we are unquestionably authorised to 
conclude, that a display^ or manifestation^ of his own 
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i DOC^Hlkt of CfHAP. 1*. 

true and ttrfinitely holy character^ was the chief andul- 
Hmate end which God had in viexv^ in creation,^ 

For God to mamfest his owtt proper character isj 
invariably, to manifest something that is excellent. 
Wherever we discover th« divine character, we see 
something that is excellent. To say, therefore, that a 
manifestation ef h1i own tfyx txi^ hofy cllar^cter was 
God's chief and ultimate end in creation, is no more 
than saying, in the language of scripture, that he made 
all things for his pleasure^ for his glorij^ or for his 
great nam^s sake. It is the pleasure, and the glory of 
God, to make some external extiibition of his own in- 
herent perfection ; and, to discover to his creatures 
his otvn proper character, which is, in itself, infinitely* 
excellent. God evidently designed to exhibit an ex- 
ternal image, or portraiture of his own infinite mind, 
in which its beauties and excellefices might be seen by 
his creatures. But the excellences of Mind, we vre 
«11 sensible, can be diiscerft'edby others, only hi the ex-- 
ferrtatl expressions ot its capacity and disposition, of 
temper. So that we have no where to learn the divine 
charatter, but id hid works, taken iil connexion with 
his word* 

As wc all agree that God is most ettiiti^mly gdod^ 
it is evident that the real disposition of his infinite 
mind dothnot appear, excepting; in works of goodness^ 
and where some good is actually done. His true' 
•haracter, therefore, cannot otherwise be manifested 
than in doing good. Consequently, a ittanifestatiott 
<rf the proper character of Go J, will necessafih^ com* 
prehend aU the good, all the created fclltlly, whi A he 
ever had k in design to bring about ; and,' Which will 
ever be accomplished. 

* Fo» ft partkislar enumemtimi of pasngn of Scriptuie m 

proof of this point, see Ihe late President EdwiU'd* «ii G©x)'»lafit 
end in the citation of tUe world. 
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Thj^t ^ thief tfbd ultimiu* end whitb God kidd hi 
view io creaiioiit was a mMij£isiattoa of bis own triif * 
and proper character) mfty appear Uom these two con* 
eidcg^itions^ vi^. 

I. We cap eoneeive of no other end whkh the att« 
pr^me Being could have in view io this great worlu 
The motives for God to crtQtf^ must, of aecessity, aU 
be within himself, No motive could be derived from 
any thing out of himself ) for no such thi¥)g had any 
existence* And, to sav that creation itself^ or any 
^ing' created, was the motive in the divine ipind, to 
creation ; is ^)Ut going in a circle ; and leaves oaaA 
i^orant of the ctuI qfcreicitwn at the close, of our iiw 
quiry, as at our first setting out* 

To say that the happiness to be produced by crea^* 
. tioci, was God's primary end in giving birth to it, supiii 
poses that the Creator is essentially of a disposition to 
be pleased with the happiness of bis creatures. Thia 
.must be true, in order that the happiness of creaturea 
. might be a motive to him to create* And, if God ia 
. essentially possessed of a disposition of this kind of 
sufEcient strength to induce him to crtate ; He nehher 
iieeded, nor in the nature of things could have, any 
motive irom without himself, to this great work. In 
this case the disposition to produce and diffuse ha|>pi- 
ncss, must, itself, be the motive to the work of crea^ 
tion ; and, not the hitherto uncreattd happiiuss. And^ 
if this disposition wert^^not originally of such strength, 
as necessarily to flow out in its natural effects ; there 
neither was, nor, could be, any thing in the univer^c^ to 
give it new strength, and draw it forth into actioiw 
If the disposition to . produce and diffuse happiness 
ivcre not, itself, the motive to creation ; we can con- 
ceive ijf nothing to give spring to it, and set it in mo- 
tion : And, it must, of course, remain utterly unac- 
countable that ever God made the world. 
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a»tbtT«aUy t» add «# hk«M«lf,4>r4iicveaMc hn own fill* 
mat t Rmp, hit lieiiig md A1I9M8 •rcrealretdjr iofinifttf ^ 
and, of cmirfte, beyond a poasibili^^xf increase. . M 
remains, therefore, that to diffase that infinite and ua** 
JMKiaded Atkeaa «^Ueh ha potsedseth in himtdf, Bi.ui| 
have ' haen tiie> firiinary and orlgkiel enil «f creation. 
Aiui,<dm'M nothing idiffMsent 4 rom eaying lliat m men" 
ifMaiUn ifhi^ §mm tru0 ckofiioier^ W4# the ehkefimd 
^fttinmkf $nd nMi>k God had m view^ in erection. 

< ILIP-Bvns oovM, in 4Jbe natnre of things, be no 
iiijfbevor maiie*eEG«lieRt end vff Cr^afko^^ than a-ma^ 
4iia8tatio» of the «ru6 ebaraeter q£ Ged« A^ the divine 
character i« in itself, inmsipandentrly exeellenl ; aoaie 
all the manifeatations of it in the exercises of his per* 
ifiectiomc A«id, in ^lieseexercM^es and maaifestationf, 
*d^te 16 f;iieoler Iseaiily, tbiin Vp all created v^inue to- 

Sthan ^d as tlieiie isa iieauty in 4he exercises anii 
splsqra^tfao divinep^eofiofw, infinitely auperior Ip 
«li created «xeellefi|;y and beauty 1 there is, s&ao, pr<^- 
iporitc^ably greater ielieity in the di^e mindv intbeae 
exercises, dian can posaibl^ exiat in afl creatares. Con* 
aeqnently, it i«;So itself, th9 most deairable ihing that 
^an t)e conceived, that God shuidd exercise and dis« 
f^ay his own g)4>rioas perfections. Every thing which 
-ia either desirable, or heautiful, in ere^ktiH-es, is ^Dund in 
•an infinitely hijg^r dt^^e% in the es^ercises of the in- 
fberent perfeptiona of the divine 'inind. And, these ex- 
,eiH:iaeB are oatura% aQeo«ipanied ivith in finitely great 
uer goad, thun the united exercises of ail preated power 
«and virtue to^ethei::. To aay tbiU the besKkty and woMli 
4>f the exevcificsof iGod^sper&ctions, <?onsist principsd- 
iy in the virtue and happiness which they produce in 
•citeatures, is to make theA^ivt4ie and happiness of God, 
^Klmseif, lof loss wor^h and importaiK^e than those of 
bi^ oreatores* Anti, xh\» is 4he same as to say that 
^ntte virtue and happiness, are ctf more worth than i»- 
finitc. 
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p«rfeG«io»tj uw th« vfatneMid lia|»pimi»M efeMUMn 
But if the viitcie and happtnen of creatures, are of 
real iraitb^ ; duit eame kind of irtrCoe and happiiiais cx» 
muag m an k^iaiely biglier degrte^ m the CiMtori 
la iafioUely nrore so. Add ttoerefore^ tlie eJwiiiise aod 
asanifetftsltian of the dtvkie perfections k aa omeot#k| 
itself eMsideiiedi of infinicety gveatsr iasporiOMe tboo 
rtie good of the creature* 

Trough the created beauty and godd irbkh i^tt the 
natural tAeets of the eslercifte Md tnani£Betaiioft df the 
divine perfeotioDSt must of necesaity be oonsidered ao 
cMtiected with these asamiestatioaa t The- obfeete^ 
nevenhekss, are two | and^ capable of an entkely dia% 
tinet eoasiflcratioa* And,- aft they are capable of being 
dlatinetly ati4 separately considered^ the virtue and 
gocNl of the creatiuist most be eonstdeted only aa tbo 
stt^am to 4he fbuotais^ when compared wkh the viri» 
tue and bajppiness of God. And, consequently, tbo 
|[6od of the creature^ considered as an ola^ect in and of 
Itself^ could no more give npiiag to the divine perfeo* 
tions) and put them into eaerctee ; than the stream 
which proceeds from the ^ntain« could put the 
fountain itself into motion, and cauee it to overAowv 

As, tberdbiN^, there could be no other> or higher 
end of creation, than a oianifestation of the true and 
proper character, the real perfection of God, we may 
safely conclude that this wa§ the chief and primary 
end which Ood hud. in view, in creadng the world i 
And, that the cause and reason of creation b to be 
soug^ no where but in the divine naiod itself-^^— ^io 
ibt real| easenud perfection of God» 

It bekig evident, then, ^t a manifestatiots of hia 
own true and proper character, was the chief attd vlU 
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tiftiatt ehtt which Gdd had In ti^W, in trl^ation ; these 
several consequences will naturally follow from it, vit»' 

]• That, all God^s government Will be calcukitecl; 
in the best manner^ to discover to his creatures, hia 
own true character ; and, exhibit a genuine picture of 
h to the world. That this is, and ever will be, the 
case, may certainly be concluded from the unchangea- 
ble nature of God. God's works will all be carried 
on with the same design with which they were origin- 
ally begun. His purposes are dll totlnetted^ uniftDrm, 
and harmonious* With Him there is no Variableness^- 
iior even shadow of turning. As he gave birth to. 
erealton with a view to display the excellencies of his 
own glorious character 5 with the same view, and for 
the same de^traWe end^ he continues, preserves and 
governs the Woi^ld. For hi^ pleasure they now are% 
as well as originally tuere created, AH that Gckl 
saye^^nd all that he ^es^ have one uniform and glo-^ 
rious object in view* And his govxrnment is as true 
a picture of his character, as his moral Ictw^ which is 
frequently and justly stiled a transcript of the divitle 
perfections; Accordingly, we may forcVer expect to 
see his mind written, ami hiS'character as indubitahly 
expressed, in what he d^es^ as in whalt he ^df^/^-^in th(^ 
government which he exercises^ as in the law which 
he has ghjen. For, with the same uniform design 
he creates^ gives law, and ndministe^f s- govemmenti * 

T^t saim6 glorious dasign wljich is expressed in 
creation, will be invariably expressed in preservation :• 
Fori in strictness of speech, preseroathn is no more 
than creation continued* What gave birth to the ex*' 
istence of creatures^ will direct in thpi government ovef^ 
them. And should we entertain a thought that God's 
moral govemtilent will not be etertially administered 
in such a manner as to express^ to the best advantage^ 
his true chairacter ^ we must at once adroit, either that 
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he has cTiaDgedliis orlgkial ^eme, ot that the gor- 
ernment of so vast and eomplicatol a system is be- 
come too unwieldy for its great and original Crea- 
tor • Either of which suppositions is atheistical and 
^bsurd. 

2. From the preceding ohscrv'Srtlons it will follow 
that the^o^rf of the creature^ in itself coTtsidered, was 
flot the chief and principal end of creation. Howc\'er 
closely a manifestation of the divine perfection and the 
good of the creature maj' be connected together : they 
are ftill capable of being vie^ved a^ distinct objects, in 
Imany respects infinitely diverse from each other. 
Though it be readily granted that Cod*s ends are an- 
swered' i/i the ^od tf^thecreatitre; nevertheless, thd 
designs and purposes of God; and that wherein these 

J purposes and designs are accomplished, are as perfcct- 
y two, as any different objects whatever. A parentis 
tvhole pleasure may be in the good of the child t nev^ 
ferthclcss, iht parenfs fieasdre atid the child's good,, 
arc two bWect*, capable of entirely distinct and sepa- 
Hrtc consideration. • And however closely they may 
ht connected, together, the Very supposition of their 
c^Mfi^/i^n implies that they are /wtf ,♦ and therefont; 
capable of being separately considered. So, however 
tlose}y the giory of God^ or a manifestation of hft true 
and proper character, and the good of the creature^ 
may be connected together \ the oS^Jects are, neverthe- 
less, in nature really two ; atid entirely capable of dis- 
tinct consideration. Andjlf in hature fttp, oncmay 
liave a primary arid original influence in the divine 
Works, rather than the other. But, the more^ important 
tone,' or thjft in which there is the greatest degree of 
Weight, excellency, and worth, every thing concurs to 
J^rove would indeed be the object of chief consideration; 
As much more beauty and' worth, therefore, as there 
*^re in the real exercises atid displays of the divine per- 
fcctioni and character, than in the 'Xrcatcd fruits «t 
B 
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them in creatures ; (however clo^e intid inseparable 
the connection may be between these different objects^ 
so much more is the former an original and chief end 
of God in creation, than the latUr. 

S« It follows, from what has been said, that God 
will take effectual care, that in all his administration:, 
the majesty, the superior dignity of his own infinitely 
excellent character, shall be fully and perfectly prescr- 
ved. Since God made the world for the sake of dis- 
playing his own true character, we may rest assured 
that he will take effectual care that the glory and 'dig* 
nity of it be effectually preserved in the view ol all his 
creatures. Nothing will ever take place in the divine 
government that will have a tendency finally to sink 
the character of God, in the view of his creatures i 
But, on the other hand, in his progressive administra- 
tion, it will continually rise higher and higher, appear 
more and more respectable, and be clothed with great- 
er majesty and glory. Every part of the divine con- 
duct, will certainly be such as to demand the highest 
veneration and esteem, and tend in the view of all in- 
lelligeticies, to increase that infinite distance which re* 
ally subsists between him and all created beings. 

No part of the divine conduct will ever be such as 
oaturaliy tends to represent in diminutive light, his ha- 
tred of all opposition to the good for which he made 
the world, or his abhorrence of rebellion and wicked* 
ness. For this would not exhibit his tiue character, 
but the reverse j this Mould not correspond with his 
oracles, his verbal declarations, but contradict thena* 
We -may therefore cenainly conclude, on the other 
hand, that in God^s progressive dealings with his crea* 
tures, that transcendantiy excellent and glorious dispo«t 
sition of the divine Mind, whereby he holds all moral 
evil in the greatest possible abhorrence, will be con- 
Mnually appearing in more lively and glowing colours^ 
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To suppose that this will certainly be the case, is 
•perfectly correspondent with what the holy Scriptures 
teuch us must originally have been the design of God 
in [giving existence to moral creatures. While^ on the 
otber hand, should the divine government, in its pro- 
gressive steps, impress the minds of creatures, with ao 
deeper and more affecting sense of his infinite purity 
and hatred of iniquity ; the whole moral character of 
the great Governor of the world must, of necessity, 
suffer ; and appear not uniform, por wholly without 
defect* 



CHAP. II. 

An inquiry into the original ground of tht necrssity of 
an Atonementy in order to the forgiveness of sin* 

TtiE original design of God, in the creation of the 
. world, will naturally lead us to suppose that a dispo- 
sition to exhibit his character in its true colours, was 
.the cuuse of his requiring an atonement for sin, before 
he would exercise pardoning mercy. Since this was 
GodVoriginal end in creation ; this roust, a]f.o be the 
governing principle in all his future administration. 
Of course, therefore, the true reason why God requi- 
red an atonement for sin was, that the reai disposition 
of his own infinite mindy toxuard such an object^ might 
ttppear ; even though he pardoned and saved the sinner : 
Could the character of God, the disposition of the di- 
vine mind both toward holiness and sin, otherwise ap- 
pear to equal advantage ; there is cot the least reason 
,to imagine that he would ever have required an 
_ atonethent ; Because God will never be at expense, 
where no advantage is gained. But, to say that this 
is the consideration which originally made an atone- 
ment necessary ; is the same as to say that the necessity 
of it in order to a proper exercise of mercy, arose 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



16 mt}CJt^^% or fiii^9..i^ 

from th« v«ry natcire af the divine character, and the 
essential perfection of God. For it is the essential 
perfection of the divine nature, and the genuine 
character of God, that are to be displayed in all his 
works and governments 

It is reasonable to suppose that God re<|utred an 
atonement for sin, that his creatures might be •ens^" 
ble of the abhorrence he has of it, notwithstanding 
the forgiveness he is pleased to exercise toward the sin- 
ncr. The end which God had in view, in the creation of 
the world, forbids the exercise of mercy toward sin- 
ners, in such a way as naturally tends to diminish the 
ideas of their infinite^guih and ill desert in hiw sight. 
As the real aversion of the divine mind from sin is in- 
' finite, it evidently became his character to adopt some 
measures in his providence, effectualiy to convince his 
creatures that this aversion still subsists, in all its 
. strength^ even thoiigh- he pardons the- sinner. * Other- 
.wise, the character of God would, of necessity, be mis- 
, apprehended by iiis creatures | and the nature of hit 
mercy be misunderstood* 

We may confide in it that iwthing will ever take 
place in the divine government, which will tend to 
render the spotless holiness of God in.the least degree 
suspicious i or represent him less an enemy to sin, 
than a friend to virtue. And that, in order to this, 

.there was originally in the nature of things, n necessi«> 
ty of an atonement^ before mercy could be exercised 

. in the pardon of the sinner ; will appear from the fol- 
lowing considerations, vii^ 

I. SifouLP God pardon absohitelyt . or without 
adopting measures, at the same time, to convince his 
creatures of his infinite hatred of iniquity ; his regards 
to the good of the great community over wh'.ch he 
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prestcks, would necessarily appear to his creature* to 
be defeclive. 

It is essential to the goodness of a Governor, or 
King, to gward the rights,rsccure the peace, and pro- 
Moie the prosperity of his subjects. No one can be 
caiied a good Governor, who doth not exercise his su- 
premacy and authority, in franning and esiecuting laws 
fur the protection and safety of his subjects. It is as 
essential to the character of a good Ruler, to punish 
vice, as to reward virtue ; to avenge the wrongs" of 
his subjects, as to secure their interests : Yea, the j^r- 
mcr is*essential to the latter ; since, only the fear of 
punishmeut restrains wicked men from violence. 
Should a ruler suffer crimes to go unpunished ; the 
laws, however good and righteous in themseh^es,, 
would presently lose their authority ; and government 
ftill into contempt. Laws have no force, any further 
than they are carried into execution ; and authority 
loses its respect whenever it ceases to be exercised. 
Whettever the supreme Magistrate neglects the exe- 
cution of the laws, he loses the confidence of the peo- 
ple ; arid his regard to the public welfare becomes 
suspt^cted. No otie can confide in his public spirit, 
when he suflers the disturbers of the peace to go un- 
punished : For ideas of true regard to public good, 
as ncctssarily connect punishments with crimes, as 
rewards with virtue. 

The confidence of a community in the character of 
a Governor, arises, in a great measure, from the ap- 
prehensions they have of his sincere, benevolent' re- 
gards to the general good. And they can no further 
confide in bis regards to ihe public good, than they 
believe him to be averse from every thing that injures 
the pubhc. As, k is impossible that the iotfe cf virtue^ in 
any being whatever, shouhl exceed his hatred! of vice ; it 
is impossible for any one to give evidence of theyS^r- 
li 2 
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mer^ when, the object being presented, he ceglecta ex« 
pressing the latter^ in ways becoming his character. . 

Should God pardon the sinner,, without taking ef- 
fectual measures to minister conviction of his hatred 
of his sins ; the evidence of his lave to the public goodf 
would necessarily be defective. This, of course, 
would be a mode of administration exceedingly incoiw 
distent with his original design in the creation and 
government of the world. For, 

II. If God should pardon sin without an atone- 
ment, he could not be believed to hate iniquity. 

The views which God has of the characters of hia 
creatures, and the affection of his mind respectuiig 
them, can be no where so clearly seen as in the treat* 
snenc heactualy gives them. God is a spirit invisible 
to men ; and, cannot be known intuitively by his* crea- 
tures. We can see him only in his wprd and works ; 
and, when we consider him as the parent and foi^tain 
of all being and good ; and ourselves as the tnere,cr^ii? 
tures of his power, most absolutely dependent on him ; 
it will be natural for us to suppose that hi^ ultimate 
treatment of us affords the best rule whereby we may 
judge of the light in which he views our characters ; 
and of the disposition he entertains towards us. And 
though words are significant, they are yet less so .than 
actions. It is a common, and a just observation, that 
actions speak louder than words : Yea, a maxim on 
which we so firmly rely, that we give the whole weight 
to the former, when they contradict the latter. All 
ngree that the mind and will of Gq^ may be intelligi- 
bly expressed in words. Yet, no one will deny that 
they may be written in much deeper and more legi-' 
ble characters, in the sensible pleasures and pains whicb 
he may bestow, or inflict upon us. Therefore, the 
evidence of God's love of Tirtue, and his hatred of. 
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vice, must ukimntely be dt;rived from the treatment 
he gives his creatures* In this we uhimately and 
most sensibly, discover his view of the characters of 
his creatures, and the estimation in which he holds 
them : And, in this we most clearly discover the feel- 
iegs of the divine mind toward virtue and vice. 

If the views which the supreme Being entertain* 
of characters^ and the . feelings of his nund towards 
those who sustain them, are most clearly discovered ir« 
the treatment of his creatures ; in the natural good 
and evil he ultimately brings upon them : Then, of 
course, where the treatment is the same, we are to 
jiidge that the feelings, the disposition, of the divine 
Bund toward the objects^ are al^ the same : Vyhat 
but,this can be the rule of our judgment ? If God's 
treatment be the best and ultimate rule of judging ^ 
then, similar treatment authorises us to believe th»the 
holds all the subjects of it in equal estimation ; and i% 
^qu^liy pleased, or displeased, with one, as with an-* 
pther* If God should treat the virtuous and vicious 
aiikeii from whence could we infer his approbation of 
the former, or his abhorrence of the latter? If his 
treatment of them, in his government be the same ; 
then, either his gbverament fails of expressing hia 
proper character, or his character is not uniform 
and perfect* Andy, if .God's actions and conduct 
toward bis creatures, do not truly express his char* 
Stt:ter, his .mknd and will, hOw .shall we know 
that his w^rd does ^ And by what methods can 
we. ever come, to the knowledge of the divine charac«- 
ter? . [j . . ■ 

• FuitTHfiR ; if the treatment God gives his creatures, 
in hisprovidence, the natural good and evil he confers 
upon them,, b^ not ultimately a certain rule whereby 
to judge of his disposition towards them and the view* 
he has of their character* ; the consequence will be, 
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that we cannot \x\?tY difference of character in the sub- 
jects, from the different treatment they receive at the 
hand of God. And, if this be the case, then natural 
evil will, in no case whatever, be a proof of God's dis- 
pleasure, any more than natural good, a proof of his 
approbation and favor. And thus shall we be left 
perfectly in the dark, as to the divine character ; hav- 
ing no sure interpreter of the will of God, cither ia 
his word, or in his providence. 

Bjt, if the natural good and evil which God ulli- 
raatcly confers on his creatures, be a certain rule 
whereby we may judge of the views which he enter- 
tains of their xharacters ; it v/ould be inconsistent to 
suppose that he should ever pardon a sinner, without 
any atonement ; or without titking some effectual meth- 
ods, in his providence, to discover his infinite hatred 
of their characters and actions. If the j>rovidenc€8 of 
God are expressions of his ozvn character^ it is incon- 
ceivable that he should not in some way or other; in 
his providence, express the views and feelings of his , 
mind toward the characters and conduct of sinners. 
But, if the natural good and evil that are ultimately, 
and o'A the whole, brought on creatures, are sui'e and 
certain indications of the divine disposition toward 
them ; then, the abhorrence in which God Iroids the 
chiuacters of sinners, must of necessity be cxp-ressed 
in some other way, than in evil finally brought upon 
the sinner himself ; in order that his salv^^Kion may 
be consistent with the end of God ih the- cteation of 
the world,, and the in\^riablc rule of hi$*JprOVyence, 
whereby he expresses his own character to. the views 
of his creatures. For, unless this should be done, the 
pardon and salvation of a sinner, loave^ us to ;in utter 
uncertainty with respect to the divine character itself ; 
whether God were an hater of ini^niiy j and, of course, 
whether a lover of righteousness. 



y Google 



If Gad shoolxl pardon the sioneri without taking 
some sufficient and effectual method, at the aamc 
time, to discover his infinite hatred of iniquity ; if h« 
should treat the clean and the unclean, the virtuout 
and vicious, alike ; we should have no mesins left 
whereby to determine that he held their characters in 
any different estiniation ; and, either approved, or dis* 
approved the one, more than the other. Therefore, 
such a mode of providence would be inconsistent with 
the end which God had in view, both in the creation 
^nd government of the world ; which was to manifest 
bis own glory,' and to display his own infinitely holjr 
and virtuous character. 

III. The government of God could not be respecU 
able, should he pardon the^sinner, without discovering, 
at the same time, his infinite hatred of his sins ; and 
the perjbct abhorrence he bath of his charafcter* 

Thk supreme Being cannot be reg'ardedas a gov^ 
citior,any further than he is believed to bate iniquity* 
And he-xannot be belitvved , to, hate iniquity, whpn it 
actuary taVes place among his creatures, any further 
than his hatred is, in some way or other, expressed. 
But, if God, jn his providence, should treat the vir- 
tuous and the vicious alike ; making no difference be- 
tween the clean and the unclean, Ihe holy and the pro- 
fenae i jf he Bhould confer the same good upon the one, 
as upon the other, taking no measures in his provi- 
dence, to show that he regarded the character of the 
one^ in any dHfcrent light from that of the other : his 
government would, of necessity, lose its force, and 
be ho restraint upon his creatures. 

No one can respect a government which provides 
no punishn*ent for the wicked. And, whatever pun- 
ishments be provided by /ow, ii the executive authorit j 
neglect the execution, the government must, of necei- 
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$ity, fall into contempt. No sooner, therefore, will 
GocJ cease to discover His hairei of the rebellion an4 
Hvieke'dness of his creatures, than he loses his authorij- 
ty, and renders his benevolence and good- will justly 
«Vi3picious. But if the treatment God gives his crea- 
tures,m-the good and the evit he confers upon thenii 
be sure indications of the views he entertains ot theil* 
characters ; for him to pardon the sinner without an 
atonement, or without taking some effectual measures 
to discover his hatred of his sirs ; must necessarily ini- 
jure his character, weaken his authority, and Wring hif 
government into contempt. " 

IV. For God to pardon the sinner without^ an 
atonement, would be inconsistent wiih the true spirij 
and import of hi6 holy law* 

If God's written law expresseth his true ch?iracter, 
and is a genuine transcript of his uioral perfection j 
we may confide in it that his whole government witt 
be administered ia perfect conformity to it. The 
yovernraent of God can no more vary from the tru« 
import of the law, than God can vary from himself* 
If the moral law expresses the true character of God^ 
his moral government will express the same, and will 
therefore be perfectly of a piece with the law. 

Respe<:tin^ the written moral law, we are to not* 

the fallowing things, viz. 

1. That it abounds with pains and' ^jenalties, and 
those too of a very awful nature ; thita^ning death, 
"Tven eternal destruction, for every transgression. It 
curseth every one who continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book of the law to do them/* 
It makes no provision for pardon, and gives not the 
kaabopeof ttiercy\ in any case, or oa any condi- 
* ^alat* iii, IQ. 
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iioQ whatever : But most expUcitly ft^d ilncoDditidn- 
ally condemns every transgressor, without one ex* 
eeption^ to evetlasting misery. That this is the uih- 
equivocal language oi' the laM s it is presumed no one 
vill deny. This is ihe law which expresseth the true 
character of God which is a transcript of his essential 
moral perfection. This is a law which expresses the 
mind and will of God> the very feelings of his heart* 

2. The penalties^ or s&nctions of the law, express 
«m exceeding high degree of righteous anger and in* 
Qignation, in the divine mind, against the sinnerk 
They express i?i words that same displeasure which 
ivill appear \i\ effects in the eternal torments of sinners. 
When God actually' inflicts eternal torments on the 
sinner, be will no more than act. out the same dispo* 
siiion, or character, which is expressed iu -words in 
the ihreatnirgs of the law. 

If the threatnings of the law do not express divine 
linger, it is impossible for zvords to do it. If these 
do not paint displeasure-, it is not in the power olf 
iangtiage to paint it. Jf the language of the divine 
law is equivocal^ the providenvei oi God may bo 
equally so : And sill those dreadful punishmenu which 
IviH hereafter be inflicted on his enemies, will not a& 
ford unequivocal evidence f4 the real indignation of 
God. For eternal torments inflicted on sinners, by 
Ifhc great Governor of the world, exjjrfts nothing in 
action^ but what the threatnings of the law express ia 
-words^ 

' 3. We are to note that the principal importance of 
the penally^ as well »s of the precepts of the lawj 
consists in its expressing the real character of God» 
What, above every thing else, makes the penalties of 
the law necessary a-nd important, is, that they ex- 
t)ress the purity of the.divice nuod, and his tioakcr- 
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able tmd infinite airersion from all itiiquity. This is 
Hie grand consideration which makes punishi^entfl 
necessary in the drvine government. The misery of 
a creature, merely in itself, answers no valuable end t * 
And were it not a glass in which God's infinite hatred 
of sin is seen, it never would be inflicted. As tht^ 
great end of God in all his other works, is to mani* 
feat his own excellent. character; so it ife in inflicting 
punishments upon offenders. And no further than 
' punishments answer the end of exhibiting a disposi- 
tion that really hath existence in the divine mind, will 
they ever be inflicted^ 

• Now if it he true that the lop represents the Gov- 
ernor of the world as being indeed angrjr, atid that itt 
a very h^gh degree M'ith the sinner ; it is easy to se^ 
that his government would not correspond^ with iti 
should he pardon the transgressor without exhibiting 
at the same time, in a sensible manner, his rightepus 
anger against him for his sins. A method of ad- ^ 
ministration which tochthits anger against sin^ is di* 
rectly counter to that which doth not evchtbit anget 
ifgainst iU If, therefore, the divine law denounces 
curses against the sinner ; and as far as words cati 
do it^ exhibits divine anger against hiln ; \x is mani* 
fest that the forgiveness of the sinner, without testify*, 
ing, at the same time, in some proper and con^nncing 
way, an abhorrence of his character and wickedness, 
Would counteract both the letter and the tnanifest itn- 
J&ort of. the divine law.:-*^Unles8 j&arAnm^ anrf/>ffn* 
ishinjg^ doing good and doing evil to the creiittirej 
naturally express one and the same view of his char-^ 
acter and deserts ; and the same degree of pleased- 
cess or disfpleasedness with Mm. Ft is hence evident, 
that it could not have been coTwjistcnt with that char- 
acter of God which -IS -exhibited itk the law, to pardon 
the sinner without an atonement ; unless disregarding 
^tfne$ ^viA pitni^tng them, treating .the same pcr^ 
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sons, and thftt too under the same rircutn9tances, at 
friends or as enemies^ uniformly exhibit one and the 
same excellent character* 

WuEJr God has deVised a method in his providence, 
Wherein he exhibits sensible conviction of his hatred 
of iniquity ; the pardon of the sinner cannot counter- 
act the spirit of that law ivhich exhibits th^ same dis- 
positioti, in the divine mind, towards the offender : 
Especially when the great end and excellency of the 
law consists !n its making a true exhibition of the di* 
Vine moral character ; and this is the great conside- 
ration which makes it important that government 
should be administered in conformity to the law. In 
whatever method an uniformity of character Mrith 
what originally appears in t!ie law, is preserved in ad* 
fhinistratioti, the ends of divine government are an- 
swered, and the honor of the lawgiver secured* But 
• unless dispetising rewards atid pnhishment^ indiscrim- 
fnately to the gvodtind to the bad^ naturally exhibits 
the same character^ and pictures the same disposition 
which apptars in the pfomist^ and in the threatnings 
of the law ; it must of necessity be consistent with 
the law, to pardon the sinner without an atonement ; 
or without ministering, at the same time, effectual 
conviction of God's infinite hatred of his sins* 

♦ It it be not ticcessary to the honor of the divine 
character and government, that God should exhibit 
his wrath in some sensible fruits against sinners, it !a 
, fiot necessary that he should threateti it. Nothings 
need be threatened in the law, which is not necessary 
to be exhibited in government. Unifbrmity of char- 
acter cannot require that anger should be expressed in 
xvords^ where there is no necessity of exhibiting it in 
fruits in government. For in cases wherein it is not 
nf?cessary to the honor of the divine character, to 
witnes^i anger by^ sensible fruits, it cannot be that aa-^ 
C 
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ST should exist in the divine mind* And to suppose 
at God threatens his creatures with his anger, in 
cases wherein he hath in reality no anger against them ; 
at once denies the moral law to be an expression of 
the mind and will of God**'^^ transcript of his mr>ral 
perfection. But it is obvious, at first view, Uiat the 
act oi pardonin^^ that is, saving a pers<»i, and receiv- 
ing him to the enjoyment of the everlasting favor of 
God, doth not in itself discover any anger or wrath i 
Consequently, consistently with the moral law, this 
sever can be done without God^s exhif^iting his anger 
against the sinner, in sensible fruits, in some other 
way* 

Further ; for God to save sinners of mankind 
without an atonement, would suppose the law and the 
gospel to speak a diiFerent language, and exhibit char«> 
acters exceedingly diverse, one from the other* It 
would make the former breathe notbiag but indigna- 
tion, where the latter speaks nothing but peace, com^ 
fort and good. And therefore, on this supposition, 
the gospel) instead of establishing, would make void 
the law. 

It hence appears to be as essential to the honor of 
the divine govcminent, and to an uniformity of char- 
acter in God, that he should exhibit anger in sensible 
fruits agaipst sin, in every instance wherein it takes 
place I as that, in sensible fruits, he should exhibit hta 

3»probation of righteousness* God hath as real dis* 
easut% against sinnersv as he hath approbation of the 
rigbteous : The former is as essential to the perfectioa 
and glory of the divine characur^ as the latter. That 
tbe gstP^rnment of God, therefore, may express hit 
x^al character, and that^ too, in the same point of 
%ht in which it 14 exhibited in the law ; it is as ae*^ 
^(•awy tbat he ahould express anger agaia$t the sin^ 
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ner, in his administration of government, as apprqba- 
tion of the righteous. 

Therefoiie is it necessary, in order to a consistent 
exercise of mercy, that the honor of the law should be 
maintained : and that the government of God, in every 
Instance, should be expressive of the same disposition 
which the law, taken in all its parts, naturally exhibits. 
It is necessary that the supreme Ruler of the universe 
should appear, in his administration, equally to respect 
the penal as the preceptive parts of his law ; and, pay 
* lis much regard to the threatnings of punishment^ as 
to the promises of reward. And in whatever way 
this is aone^ in God's conduct toward his creatures, 
the ends of divine government are answered ; and, all 
the good effected which naturally flow from a display 
of his time and proper character. 

The pertak ies of the law, we are to remember, ry- 
fress the displeasure of the lawgiver in the pain and 
'suj^erings of the transgressor. But however closely 
and. inseparably these two objects .may be connected 
together : they are yet really two^ and capable of an 
entirely distinct and separate consideration. And, 
as these objects are twoi they are in themselves con-, 
sidered, of very different importance ; and of course, 
the penalties of the law must be of infinitely greater 
importance as being expressive of God's righteotis 
displeasure against «n, than as bringing j^tfirt and to f^ 
ment on the sinner. Accordingly, the great ends of 
divine government, which arc to make a true and prop- 
er exhibition of the divine character, cannot be ans- 
wered, whatever be the fate of the sinner, without 
convincing testimonies to the world, of God's infinite 

Jurity and hatred of iniauity. The clearer views we 
ave of the importance ol the divine character, and of 
the original designs of the Supreme Being in the cre- 
fiXion of the wofld ^ the more sensiUy -shall we discern 
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tbe necessity of an atonement, in order to the exercise 
oF pardoning mercy : And, the more clearly shall we 
discover the inconsistency of forgiveness with the true 
spirit and import of the law, unless full conviction be 
exhibited, in the moral government of God, of his in* 
finite hatred of iniquity. 

From this view of the necessitv of an atonement, 
in order to a consistent exercise o/ mercy, the follow- 
ing observations naturally flow, viz. 

1. That the honor of the divine law, agreeably t« 
the true spirit and import of it, is fully preserved in 
the government of God, when his displeasure against 
sin is made to appear, to equal advantage, as it doth 
in the execution of the penalties of the law ; in what' 
ever rvay it be done. And it appears on the other 
hand, that whatever method of administration would 
throw a veil over God's hatred of iniquity, and ren- 
der it more obscure to the views of creatures than it 
would be in the execution of its penalties ; would dis- 
honor the law itself; and naturally tend to bHng it in* 
to contempt. The law is really honored, when that 
character of God which is exhibited in the various 
parts of it, is supported and maintained in his govern^ 
jnent. Therefore* the penalty of the law is really an- 
swered, and its deipands satisfied, whenever God's ha- 
tred of iniquity is as clearly exhibited in acts of gov* 
crnmcnt, as it is expressed in the language of the law, 
in whatever ttfay this be done. The law of God is sat- 
isfied and its penalties answered in the final condemna- 
tion ofth^ sinner^ only because the true character of 
God is herein visibly n^anifested, and his just displea- 
sure against iniquity clciu-ly discovered : At least, this 
is the most important and valuable end that is answer^ 
«d by the sinner's final destruction. Were not this 
the case, the execution of punitive justice wotdd not be 
V U» the g;loiy of Qod ; because it would not serve to 
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display tlie true beauties of his infinitely excellent -acid 
|;lorious character. 

That the moral character of God should be truly 
delineated in his government, is what is of primary 
and principal importance ; because with this is certain- 
ly connected the order, the harmony and the greatest 
good, of the universe. The character of £od being 
infinitely excellent, and in itself most perfectly harmo- 
nious ; when it is truly delineated in his government, 
must of necessity be productive of the greatest good 
and harmony among his creatures. To manifest the 
real excellencies of the divine character, therefore, it 
was that the* law was originally given ; and, for the 
same end was it established by such awful sanctions. 
The honor of the law of course is evidentiy main- 
tained, and the ends of government answered, when 
that character, with which the supreme Ruler invests 
himself in the various parts of his law, is exhibited 
and supported in administration. So that whenever 
God's just and real displeasure against sin, is exhibit- 
ed in some other way, to equal advantage as it would 
be in the final destruction of the sinner ; atonement is 
then made for his sins, and a door opened for the exer- 
cise of pardoning mercy. 
> 
2. It would be as inconsistent with the design of 
God, in the government of the world, to suffer the 
sins of his creatures to pass unnoticed, as their virtue 
to go unrewarded. The end of God in.his moral gov- 
ernment, as much requires that h« $hould testify his 
hatred of iniquity, as his love of holiness. And .rf the 
raorsd government of God be designed truly to de* 
lineate his character ; if we are here to expect a sen- 
sible discovery of the feelings, the disposition, of his 
•own infinite mind, toward the several characters of h\s 
creatures ; it miast appear, every way, as inconsistent 
for God to neglect expressing his righteous displeav- 
C 2 
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ure against vice ; as his approbation of virtue : God's 
hatred of the former, is as real and immutable, as his 
love of the latter. That mode of administration, there- 
fore, toward sinners, which would not sensibly delin- 
eate and express the former, would no more comport 
with the character and designs of God, than that which 
should leave the latter undiscovered. 

If these things are so, it will be as inconsitent with 
the attributes of God, and the great end which he hath 
in view in the government of the worid,to suffer one sin 
to pass without expressing in some convincing man- 
ner his hatred of it ; as to suffer virtue to go unre- 
warded. Not only so, but it wrill, on these principles, 
be essential to the divine glory, that the moral govern- 
ment of God should be asjuli and sensible an expres* 
sion of his abhorrence of every impure character 
among his creatures, as of his approbation of the con- 
duct of all such as never rebelled against him. If the 
moral government of God should not be administered 
in such a manner as sensibly to express this to the 
views of his creatures ; it would not exhibit his true 
character^ the real and infinitely excellent disposition 
of his own holy mind* 

S.It appears from what hath been already observed, 
that the Atonement had a more immediate and direct 
relation to the penal part of the divine law. 

It is unquestionably true that Christ was set forth 
to be a propitiation to declare God's righteousness ; 
and the great ends cA righteousness required that there 
should be an atonement for sin, in order to prepare 
the way for its remission. But it is to be lemember- 
ed, it was the righteousness of God as it related to the 
execution of threatened and deserved punishment, 
that needed to be declared, in order to the exercise of 
pardoning mercy \ and sot as it related to the bestow- 
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ment of rewards :— Righteousness, as it respected ren- 
dering vengeance to enemies ; not favour and protec- 
tion to friends. God's favor for the righteous, and 
his approbation of their characters, wouM ai^^ have yuyT 
been rendered suspicious by a total neglect to Execute 
punitive justice ;— unless, indeed, his benevolent re- 
gards to their best interest, and his distinguishing ap« 
probation ot their characters, should become suspi- 
cious, by his neglect to avenge them on their adversa- 
ries. But the very supposition of a possibility that 
God's benevolent regards to the righteous, should be 
rendered doubtful by his neglecting to punish the 
wicked, strongly implies that it was the righteousness 
of God as it relates to the execution oj^ punishment that 
needed to be declared, in order to the pardon of the 
sinner. 

Had vengeance against God's enemies never been 
displayed ; every blessing which obedience could have 
merited, and which in that case could have been enjoy- 
ed, might nevertheless be bestowed. So that the De- 
ity could not justly have been impeached as being defi- 
cient in his regards to the righteous^ had he pardoned 
sin without an atonement : For as far as righteousness 
in a governor relates to approving and rewarding the 
obedient; God might nevertheless have appeared per- 
fectly just and righteous. 

But with respect to righteousness as it relates to the 
execution of deserved punishment, the case is far otii- 
erwise. In this regard, when sin had actually taken 
place, the divine righteousness needed honor and vin- 
dication ; and necssarily would need them, until it 
were in some sensible manner exhibited to the views 
of Creatures. For the character of God could not fail of 
being reproached, as deficient both in his regards to 
his own authority, and in niaking a distinction between 
the holy and the unclean^ had he pardoned without a 
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visftic txli%ftion of his hatred of the iniqoity of the 
sianer. And even the obedient part of the universe 
had no small interest in a display of righteousness in 
this lil^Yd ; as it could not fail of contributing to their 
more sensible security under the government of God^ 
and their greater and more respectful reverence of his 
character* 

So that whatever part of the universe were concern- 
ed in the displays of divine righteousness^ in order to 
the remission of sin } whether it were God himself, 
and his own infinitely excellent character ; or the obe- 
dient and virtuous part of creation \ still what more 
immediately and especially concerned both, was, that 
righteousness as it more directly related tothej&^no/- 
ties and sanctions of the law should be exhibited and 
made sensibly to appear. 

It it. should be urged that the righteousness of God 
in the most large and general sense of the term, 
might have been sufficiently displayed by some lively 
exhibition of his regards to the preceptive parts of the 
law ; because the penai only represent God's love of 
righteousness in general ; still this would be no argu<* 
ment that the atonement did not more immediately 
respect the penal part of the divine law. For ad- 
mitting the ultimate use of penalties to be no more 
than to express God's love of righteousness in general, 
or even his love of obedience still they cannot do this, 
any further than they are regarded and have respect 
paid to them in the administration of government. If 
the penalties of the law should not be regarded in the 
government of God, they could not serve to illustrate 
His love of obedience. For the righteousness of God, 
as it rvsptcisAc precepts oi'the law, is as evidently dis- 
cernible in his regards to the penalties ; as his right- 
eousness relative to the penalties is in his regards to 
ftinjirecepts. Hie Governor of the world as strongly 
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and sensibly manifests 4iis love of obedience by pun* 
hhing" wickedness^ as his hatred of iniquity by rexvard* 
ing virtue. And since in the divine view the frevepU 
and the penalties of the law are both necessary in or* 
der to a clear and full discovery of thecharacterand glo* 
Ty of God ; it is necessary that both be equally regard* 
ed in the administration of government. Sothatinwhat« 
ever light we view the matter, it must appear of equal 
importance niat God should manifest his respects to 
the penalties of the law by a display of anger ; as to 
the precepts by approbation. And since, both parts ot 
the law are essential to itg authority, and to the glory 
and honor of its giver ; it is also necessary that the 
Government of God should appear to correspond with 
both ; and equally necessary that he should display 
vengeance as bestow rawards. Therefore is it man* 
ifest that the divine righteousness, particularly as it 
relates to the execution ot vengeance, was what pecul- 
iarly needed to be honored « in order to a consistent 
-and justifiable exercise of m^rcy toward sinner's. 

4. As far as God's /ot^e of righteousness 9^d hatred 
§f iniquity can be separately view/t^d and distinguish* 
cd from each other ; the great end of the death of 
Christ was to exhibit the latter net the Jormer^ 

The disposition of the divine mind is perfectly unT*> 
form and harmonious, ^ There is nothing in God, or 
in the disposition of his mind, but benevolence and 
love. Yet general goodness operates in a different 
manner toward different objects ; and obtains differ* 
cnt epithets, according to these severally different op- 
erations. ' Should we, for instance, conceive no differ- 
ent ideas of dWmc justice from those which we enter- 
tain of divine mercy f it is evident we should have no 
proper and adequate conceptions of either. Or should 
we form no different ideas of God's love of virtue^ and 
9ih\% hatred of vice i it is manifest thai we should 
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view him fts being indifferent to virtue and vice. Yet 
the very different ways in which God's iove of virtue 
and fits haired of' vice express themselves in fruits ; and 
the extremely different effects they produce in the sub* 
jects on whom they arc severally displayed, naturally 
lead us to view them as, in some respects, exceeding* 
ly differenl from each other : And that however obvi- 
ously they discover, in their several operations, bcau- 
fifiil harmony and uniformity in the disposition of the 
divine mind. 

SsEit^o therefore the existence of moral evil natur- 
rily furnished occasion for a display of God*s hatred oj* 
Afffc/ify, and evidently called for it ; this would lead 
IM to view the death of Chiist as being designed more 
immediately and directly to make a visible discovery 
<^the anger of God against sin. 

TfTEREFORE, we may reasonably suppose, it is that 
the people of Christ are so often spoken of as being 
redeemed by his blood ; as though his life went for 
Hkmr^m The scriptures represent the church of God as 
being finrchased wrth Ms own b!ood(a) — redeemed 
through the bhod of C%r«f(^)— made nigh by his 
bloody(c) &c. So the blood of his cross is that by which 
he is said to make peace.(d) And the church above is 
represented as celebrating Christ for his worthiness to 
open the book, and disclose the future state of the 
church and world, because he was slain and had re- 
deemed her to God by his biood>(e) In this view of the 
matter the Apostle asserts that without shedding of 
Uoodihere is no remission. (^^ The reason why so much 
efficacy is ascribed to blood evidently is, that h is the 
lifc.(^) And therefore it is tfiat the W^arf makes atone* 
■iient.(A) 

fa J Acts, XX. 28. fbj Epkes. 1 7. CO «1^P- "• ^3. C^J Co- 

lossians, i. 20. f e 3 Rcr. V. 9. CfJ Heb. ix. 22. CsJ ^^' **' ^ 
f A^ Levit. xyii. U. 
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Taking nwajr the life is the most B^rwkg and seoti* 

ble expression of displeasure that is ever visible to us* 
That displeasure which puts a period to the life, we 
view as of the highest kind. Theriefore doth the 
death oi Christ more directly exhibit the anger of 
Cod than his hx}e : As that affection of the diviM 
mind which is termed anger especially needed to bt 
exhibited in order to a proper exercise of mercy. Vir» 
tue and goodness in the creature, furnish occasion for 
the exercise and manifestation of complacency ami 
love ; but vice for the display of anger* And had \k)k 
occasion for the latter been omitted by the great Gov* 
crnor of the world, when rebellion had actually takoi 
place, we cannot conceive how it would have been for 
the glory of God to pardon the sinner, or how be 
could have been just Ui justifying the ungodly* 

5. It appears from the nature of God's design in 
creation^ and from the ground on which an atonement 
becs^me necessary, that the great end of the coming 
and de;ak of Christ was not to give evidence of the 
equity and rig^eousness of the moral law % but rather 
to exhibit ia its proper colors, the disposition of tho 
divine mind toward us for breaking it* The rights 
eeuMew ^the law^ merely as a rtSe^ and the disposi* 
Hon of the divine jnmJ toward crei^urea who violate^ 
it ; are distinct objects which are to be separately ooii«> 
sidered. The objects are as perfecdy differeat from 
each other, as the divine Mind iteeif iad any of dsose 
media or objects through which it is seem And in re- 
gard of these two diiFerent otgects, when, viewed in m 
separate light, it is tojxs rettiembered that^ in realiiai^ 
pcHTtance, Reformer is infinitely exceeded by the iaf^ 
fer* However truly, therefore^ a testimony to the 
righteousness of God's law aa a rule ofHfe^ might be 
Contained in the desi^ of the coming and death of 
Christ ; a discovery of the divine disposition towsird 
men for vielating it, was what, hevertneless, made an 
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infinitely igt€9tet ^art of the design of Christ's work 
than the other^ 

To sappose that the pfitlctpsl design of the coming 
of Christ, was to exhibit evidence to the consciences 
^ men, of the righteousness and equity of the divine 
law, either as a rt/Zf erf government for God, or of con* 
duct for us ; for aught we can see, would be rather a 
reproach, than wa honor to the divine character. For 
this would suppose that the law of God, though orig- 
inally inscribed in the fullest manner that it could be 
on the hearts of men, was nevertheless of such a na« 
ture and extent that the creature could see neither the 
propriety of God's governing by it, nor the reason of 
his own obligation to obey it t And therefore, that the 
law of God was not originally fitted to discover the 
true beauties of the divine character. 

No rule or law can be good, which is either above 
the natural abilities and power, or not suited to the 
situation and circumstances of the creatures who are 
placed under it. Such a law could not manifest the 
excellency of the Creator to the view of the crea- 
ture. For these reasons it must be unsuitable, both 
«s a rule of government for the former and of conduct 
for the latter. Both these considerations lead us to 
•coftclude that no defects of this kind could be original- 
ly attributed to the divine law. But if the moral law 
is in its own nature fit to be regarded by the supreme 
Being as a rule of government over his creatures $ 
mad by men^as a rule of their own conduct ; and in 
tMs way calculated to exhibit to the views of creatures 
the read excellencies of the divine character ; it must 
i>e unquestionably true that man, in his original state, 
was fuHy capable ol seeing the law to be wholly equi<^ 
table and righteous. And if men were originally ca- 
pable of this_, it now requires, and never did, or will, 
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require any thin^^ more than candor of mind, to ena- 
ble any one to discover it. 

THESfi things being *o, it is easy to see that con- 
viction of the righteousness of the law might be 
wrought in the consciences of men, in a way infinitely 
less expensive than by tlie coming and death of the 
Son of God : Yea, were there no other ground of con- 
viction in the case, this remarkable event would be far 
from affording it. For so long as we judge a rule it- 
self to be badi no conduct of any one formed upon ir, 
will make us believe it to be good. While we dispute 
the righteousness of the rule ,given we dispute the 
righteousness of him who^^ctv^ t^ And in that case, bis 
4)beying it himself will no more convince us of its equi- 
ty, than his administering governmenx^t^^r t/« in con- 
formity to it. We may saiely conclude, therefore, 
that to minister conviction to the consciences of men, 
of the righteousness of the moral law as a rule^ was 
not the principal object in vieW) in the coming and 
work of Christ^ • . 

There needed no sUch evidence as the obedience 
and death of Christ, of the righteousness of the motal 
law, eitheras a rule of government for God, or of con- 
duct for hi« creatures. But when men hiAviohtsd 
the law, there needed visible demonstration of the <?s;- 
istence of that displeasure in the^ divine mind, with 
which the sinner i^ threatened^ in order to convince the 
creature that the law is indeed a transcript of the. di- 
vine perfection ^ and that ittruly expresseth the miaii 
and will of God. Otherwise the exercise of par^don* 
ing mercy would render it doubtful, whether the jnoral 
law expressed the divine character, and is really Jn 
every part equitable, even in tlie view pfGod. The 
exercise of mercy, therefore, without a sensible exhi« 
bition of that divine wrath which is threatened in the 
law, would give abundant occasion to call in question 
D 
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the perfect real conformity of the divine willj to that 
moral law which he has given us. This consequent- 
ly could in no wise be for the glory of God, Once 
more, 

6, It appears from the preceding observations that 
to revive natural religion^ the knowledge of which 
was nearly eradicated from, the human mind, was far 
from being the principal object of the coming and 
death of Christ. 

To inscribe the original law of our nature on the 
hearts of men, is every where in scripture represented 
as a work of God's holy Spirit. And this holy Spirit, 
in these operations on the minds of men, we are taught 
to believe, proceeds from the Father and the Son ; and 
Is sent by the Father in the name of the Son.* It is a 
great and inestimable favor to have the holy Spirit • 
sent into the hearts of men, to teach them and lead 
them into the truth, and revive those original notices 
of God and duty, which have been nearly obliterated 
from the human mind by the fall. And if such a favOr 
as this could have been bestowed otherwise than as the 
fruit of the atonement ; every other blessing which is 
promised in the gospel, might with equal propriety } ^ 
and so sinners of mankind might have been saved 
without ah atonement. Had there been no necessity 
that something should be previously done to witness 
God's irreconcilcable aversion from sin, before such a 
favor could be bestowed ; the holy Spirit might have 
fcccn sent in his enlightening and sanctifying opera-* 
:tioji& ! And of course, all the valuable ends which are 
now actually answered bif the work ofChriift and tHe 
consequent gifts of the Spirit^ might have been fully ac- 
complished without hi» coming and death. Yea, all 
these valuable ends might have been brought about t6 

• «ec J©hn XIV. 15, 10, 18, 23, 26", and kv. 26. 
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much better advantage, and in a way much more to 
the glory of the divine character without^ than by the 
death of Christ : Because that way of bringing about 
any good which is least expensive or attended with 
the least evil and suffering ; is both n>ost advanta* 
geous to the creature^^^nd honorable to the Creator. 

Jhat the great end of the coming and death of 
Christ was to revive the knowledge cd natural rdighn 
among men, is a supposition which, however it may 
connect the glory of God and the good of the crea- 
ture, yet evident!}'' throws the greater weight into the 
scale of human happiness: and is therefore inconsist- 
ent with what hath been shown to be the End of God 
in the creation of the world. For it represents the 
recovery of sinners as being In itself an object of 
greater importance, than » vindication of the injured 
honor of God : and implies, that, to support the dig- 
nity of the divine character a^ the supreme Ruler of 
the Universe, was a matter of inferior consideration* 

That the government of God may appear respect- 
able, and worthy the high dignity of his character, it 
is not only neqessary that the great laws of his king- 
dom be perfectly cquiteblc and just ; but that the dis- 
position, the spirit, of the supreme Governor appear 
perfectly to harmonize with them. Otl^rwise the 
government of God can no more be either honorabte 
and glorious to himself, or safe and happy to his crea- 
tures, than the best qivil laws and constitution can, to a 
community, when, tbejr are neglected and overiooked 
by the executive auth{»rity* 

^ In order, therefore^ to support the dignity of the di- 
Ttne character as the supreme Governor of'^the world, 
it is exceedmgly necessary that plenary evidence be 
exhibited to the universe, of a perfect conformity of 
the divitif Mind to the wb^ of the moral laW| the 
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penal as well as the preceptive parts of it. This, how- 
ever> could not be done, nor this disposition be delinea^ 
ted in the diwne government^ vrcre mercy exercised to- 
ward sinners ; unless some peculiar methods had been 
adopted in divine piHjvidence, whereby God mighi 
sensibly exhibit his infinite hatred of iniquity : And 
thai too as a necssary step toward the exercise of par- 
JoniBg mercy. 



CHAP. in. 

Jjft inquiry into the de^gn and import of the bloody sur 
orifices required under the Mosaic ^spensatioTU 

^ IT is evident that sacrifices were of much earlier 
date than the Mosaic law. There is great reason to 
suppose that they were instituted by God himself, ini« 
ihediatdy after the fall, on his giving the gracious 
promise that the seed of the woman should braise the 
serpent^s head. These several things concur to lead 
tts to suppose that they were originally of diviae in* 
^titution, viz. 

That sacrifices were in actual use, from the earli- 
est ages after the fall. We read that God made coatft 
of skins, and clothed Adam and KvCy* who had made 
themselves naked by their &in. Now there is great re*, 
son to suppose that the«e skins were skins of bcasta 
which were offered m sacrifice to God: And that Jia 
God intimated designs of mercy through Christ, to 
the seed of the womati, he also instituted sacrifices as 
a type of the great sacrifice which was, once for all, 
offered up to God by Christ -, and by which sinners 
liave access to God. Accordingly we find that, very 
ftoony Abel brought o£ &he firsUitigs of bis flock, wd 

* • • > 

f QtRttis ui. Si. 
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of the fat thcrecrf,* and offered unto God. At early 
'also as the times of Ndaih w«? fiwd th^t tTie distinfction 
h( clean 2Lnd Untieanhea^is^ oi ^ch tx^rni^Hi ^id such 
as mighl not be offered to God in sacriHce^ was known J 
v^hich could not be without a divine revelation. For 
when Jf oaK cntci-edlnto the Ark, he 'wks commanded 
bf tvtty cteStfi' Beast to tike to hithsbV^y 'i'evens,^^ 
And wheh he came but* 6f the Ark/lie biiilded^an al- 
tar unto the'L6^a,'Wd took of- evenr'cfean Rpar«f,'aiid 
uf every clean Jowl and offered Swrm offerings ow&it 
altar: And the Lbrd snieMed a-'swect savbr.(^)- Oa 
'these several accoutlts the ft w following•thxngs'maJ^bt 
'observed, Vii. ' ~ -'•-''■" *-' r • ••:• :-.iJ -. :;; - 'u 

T. That though it be not certain that those beasts, 
the skins of v^hich ivei'e \akcn to clothe bur first 'jSar- 
entsV were o*ffered Tu sacrifice i6 Odd ; it is yet clear 
[i^hat JfSc'/ offered the firsdinig;s of hisfloct in sacrrfrce ; 
oecause ^t Jat thehofj Vf\\\ck\f^ aftei*warcf, by di- 
vine appointment, peculiarly dedicated to God,^ Wa^ 
offered up. And we find that in after ages not only 
ythe fat of the beast' that was offerfcd^-was farticiAarly 
'set apart for'God,([c) h\xt''evtt^ JiHtling of cl^n beasts 
'was to be o'ffe'r^d in siicH'fice to" tlte Lord. ' TKiislt 
"^was enjoined bh tlie children if Israel respecting tife 
'iftrstnngs qf'cdttle' attd shee^, ftat they &!ioukl rraiaih 
seven days ivith 'fhe daW; and^'dA ^the-tighth day 
'sliould be gi^^n to 'G6tf.J(^ 'God t^laimed a 'p^cuM^V 
'right in all the first-bbrii : 'And the fii'stirngs'of tincleirti 
Ibeasts mijgh't be re3eemed J%ut%t firsftKtfgii'drardo#, 
"or a §heei>,* oi-'*a'gc>af,"fnighf ribt dif^afjy confcSdiiratito 
.lie redeemed ; but tnij^t bi^ 6fflPerfed iijijbif tfcfe aftati* In 
'iWrlfice'to GodiM" ^The siicrificeitsSlf atfd*e cdn- 
itermity bfSv niany of fts^ 0rdimsVatt£ei5''io^thc'fiVes 
which were afterward expressly T^uirW by tiitf It^fVi* 

* GkncsU iv. 4, (^a) Genesis vJir 2. /"^J Gene«ii viii: 20, 21, 
D 2 
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callaw, give great reason to suppose that Abel had the 
authority of a divine institution for the offering which 
he made to God* For, 

2. There is not the least reason to suppose that 
sacrificing of beasts could have been acceptable to God, 
unless it had been authorized by a divme appointment* 
It was not until after the flood, that mankind had any 
right to make use of the flesh of beasts for common 
foo 1. Before this God had given to man only the 
trees that bore fruit, and the green herb, for meat.(y) 
But after the flood, he enlarged the grant to No;ih 
who was eminently a type of Christ ; and said, '^ £v- 
^^ ery moving thmg that liveth shall be meat for 
•* you ; even as the green herb have I given you all 
*' things. "(^) Whence it appears that man's right of 
dominion over the beasts, particularly to make use of 
them for meat, is derived tc>^him through the covenant 
ofgrace« 

A^D, when it is evident^ from the holy scriptures^ 
that it is only by Christ that sinners have access to 
God ;(A) and that all those modes of worship, and 
means of access to him, which are only the fruits of 
human invention, are abominable in the sight of 
God :({) there is not the least reason to suppose thftt 
it would ever have entered into the mind of Abel to 
cfler up a Beast in sacrifice to God ; or that he could 
have thought that such an offering would be accepted, 
had he been without the authority of divine institution. 
And much less may we suppose, that bad this bodily 
exercise been a piece of will worships the mere fruit 61 
bis own invention, it would ever have found accept- 
. ance with God. But, 

CfJ Genes, i. 39, 30. fgj Genes, it. 3. fhj See Rom. v. 2, 
KpheuaiM ii. 18. Asto ir. 12. CO 1«¥^ ***>• ^* ¥^ 
Vii. f » 
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3* As a further evidence that Abel had divine au- 
thority for the sacrifice which he offered to God, we 
are expressly told that he made his offering by faiths 
and thereby obtained witness that he xvas righteouSy 
Gad testifying of his gifts.(k} His making his offering 
byfaith^ implies that he believed that he might ap- 
proach his Maker in this way ; For as the apostle 
presently asserts, ^* He that cometh to God must be* 
^^ lieve that he is, and that he is a rewardcr of them 
*< that diligently seek him." But it is manifest that 
he could not have the least reason from any considera- 
tion whatever, for this belief j but what was derived 
from some divine intimation. Wherefore AbePa 
fahh by which he made his offering, and God's accept- 
ance of it, and witness that he was righteous, are a suf- 
ficient 'stamp of divine authority for his offering. 
iAbel made his offering by faith, just in the same sense 
as Moses ^^ ktptjthe passoverby faith, and the sprink- 
•' ling of blood ;"(/) which had the express authority 
of a divine institution. 

But be this as it may, it is sufficiently clear from 
the New Testament, that the sacrifices of the Mosaic 
Institution were designed to prefigure the sacrifice of 
Christ, that Lamb of God which taketh away the sins 
.ef the world. This is fuQjr proved by the Apostle, par- 
ticularly in the 9th chapter of his epistle to the Hebrews. 
We may rationally expect, therefore, to find the de- 
sign and import of sacrifices more fuliy explained, 
wider that dispensation which was particularly intend- 
Jtd to prepare the way for the coming and work of 
Christ. 

I'M appears that the sacrifices of the levitical insti- 
tution were of two soi^s ; and generally of a double 
ipport : One was a* an atonement for sin, or a fignta- 

(i) Hebrews xi. 4. (0 He1»rewt si. 3S. 
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tivc wiiy pf^^pia|i^C.cjnipes; the ^fAfr an expression 
of the wojsHip and homage due from creatures to tKeir 
(ireaton And it w^as.by sacrifices of the former \iindy 
thai men h^'d apcessto ,G^6d for acceptancc'of ^he tat- 
fer,(m) J[|i allusion, to tfie Ic^I sacrifices |n this latter 
sense, ^11 acts oi^di.yine \roi*ship'^^^^ stilcd sacrificei^ 
Thus David .saith, *^^^^t sq^njicis of God are a bro^-^ 
V' ken '^irit.'"(»J A.^^d ^ai^l beseeches chyrsiians, by the 
^m.erciespf God, ^to present .'their ^bodies' a living sacrh 
Jicc^ ^1}% acceptable to .Gbcl,'(o)* 'JButlhe import ojT 




,.„. typined the sacrifice oi Christ, 

pecially concerns us .to understand, ,is the proper ana 
true import or sac^iiices' as they were used, .by divine 
[^l^\io\ntm^ni^ fqf i(ia^^ or as a 

jnecm of/econciliatidnl 

X}i regard q{ Xfij^se facrj^(:<jy, we And^^hat it was cs- 
tablished as an invariable and universal riile, that what- 
ever was taken from the herd, or from the flock, should 
^be brought to the. .dpjjr.cjf, the tabernacle j and there 
,the offender was. to *l^y hjs hand .oii tlhe^head cxf A^p 
*'be^St which. w'^SjtoB'e sacryiceSi sind kill Tt before the 
Xorfl V ' and the priej^ts /were *tp ^take .qf tJie blood q{ 
ftie beastj.ipdji^P^jpkleiV round ^^^ upon^the altar. 
*!l1ius,'Vs soon, as 'the .tabernacle* was erected' in the 
^jvilq^fpf^s, we aj;e tpld.tnat.f' TJhe LQRip called un^o 
'** JVJp^s*. smd^spa^fe^ unto ,hifn^ out ;of the tabernacle of 
*• iKe .coi^re^atron>^.s^ying, spejjk unto the children <)f 
.^" i|rael and say lijiijto'^the^ if any^.maTi of yda^bririg 
" an bnering iinto the tord, ye shalrbririg } ohr bffer- 
** ing of the cattle, even of the herd, and of the flbcT:. 
"j^nd ^fhis QjSfri|jg be a b^^t sacrifice of the. herd, 
.♦^jlft^nip CjjT^ :. he shairoflFcr 

(fn) See more panicuUrly^ Kebrewi x. 3, 2. (»i) PiaIid U. 17 
(o) Romans xii. L 
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^* it of his 999Vk voluntary will, at the door oC the tab«s 
*^ ernacle of the congregation before the Lord* And 
" Ae shall put hU handmpmi.the head of th^ bwmUojferm, 
♦' ing : and it shall be- accrpJtedfir fum, to male aton^^ 
^* iMfit, And he- shall klU the bullock before th« 
^* Lord : And the priests^ Aaron^s sooa, shall bxiog^ 
<< the bloody and sprinkle the t4ood round about upo» 
*^ the altar that is by the door of the tabernacle of the 
«' congregation."(/7) The law respecting a peace«offer-. 
ing, whether it be of ihe herd, or of £e f^oclL^ is th» 
same ; and the same fcu^m and ceremonies are to b* 
observed coneerning it«(f ) An atonement tor sins of i^i 
norance^ whether, committed by the Prte$ty by a IluUf\ 
or by a private person^ is to be made in the same way ; 
and all the same ceremonies punctually to be obser^ 
red in the offering : And if it be by the yjiAok congrtn 

{atiorif the Elders of the congregation are to lay theitf 
ands on the head of the bullock before the X«Qrd.(r) 
And on the great day of yearly sacrifice, when an 
atonement was to be made for the whole congregation, 
by the oflFering of txvogoats^ one for a sin-offering ^id 
the other for a scape-goa^ ; the priest was to lay bptH 
hishands on the head of the scape-goat, and confess 
Qver him all the iniquities ofth^ children of Jira^lj w4 
all their transgressions^ in all their sins*(s) These 
were statutes imd ordinances to be observed by the 
children of Israel forever, i^ all their generaiionf* 

Thesx institutions were e:i:pfessi¥e and signi^cant | 
and the language and import ^f theia no^ h^r^ t^ be 
understood. Fox it is to be nPtud? 

I. Tbat the reason wby the blood wa&ao essential 
g part of the sacrifice, was that it eminently signiften 
the life* Accordingly, whcp Com had sUifi hii br9(^* 

ipx {.eviticw i. t-^ (^ $«Kc «lM. in. 1. ?, 4 ?, 8» «, 13. 

(r) I«eViticus iy. tliroughctot (*) LetiUCttfl xtI. 2i. 
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46 DOCTRtKS Ot CHAP, III, 

er, God charges the murder upon him in these worda^ 
•* What hast thou done ? The voice of thy broihcr^s 
«* blopd cricth unto ttie from the ground.'*'(/) The 
first express law we have in the holy scriptures against 
murder, is also conceived in these terms, " Whosoev- 
** cr sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his bhod be 
•* shed.'*(tt) This seems to have been the reason \Thy 
bhod was excepted out of that grant which was first 
ftiade to men, of the brutal creation for food; " Ev- 
** cry moving thing that liveth/' said the donor, " shall 
** be meat for you ;" even as the green herb have I 
** given you all things. But flesh with the life thereof^ 
*' which is the bhod thereoj, shall you not eat."(ti;) 
The reason why blood, which is the life, might not be 
eaten, is given where God saith, " I will even set my 
" face against the soul that eateth blood, and will cut 
** him off from among my people. For the life of the 
•^ flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you 
** upon the altar, to make an atonement fat your sotds ; 
^^for it is the BLOOD that maketh an atonement for 
** the soulJ*\x) Therefore sprinkling the bhod of the 
sacrifice round about upon the altar, figuratively im- 
ported the offering up of the life to the Lord upon his 
altar, to^be consumed by fire* 

' IL Laying the hand on the head of the beast that 
was to be sacrificed, implied confession of sin andgmk 
in the sight of God. On the great day of yearly atone- 
ment for sin, the high Priest was expressly required tiO 
** 1^ both his bands on the head of the scape-goat and 
** confess over him all the iniquities of the children of 
** hraeU and all their transgressions in all their sins^ 
** putting them tipon the head of the goat^ So, when 
any private person brought his offering for sin ; and 
laying his hand on ^ head of the beast, delivered it 

(») Genet. IT. 10* (u) Otiiief . ix 6. (io) Gcae*; it. 34< (») Xt- 
▼It ivu. XI. 
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CHAP. III. ATONEMENT. 4f 

Up for a burnt-oflfering to be made upon the attar ; the 
several ceremonies which were to be observed in the 
case^ clearly implied confession of sin^ and desert of 
evil at the hand of God. And as the life of the trans-* 
gressor is forfeited by sin, God's acceptance of the life 
of the beast under these circumstances, plainly contains 
the idea that the beast is substituted in the room of him 
who offers it ; and that it dies and is consumed by fire 
on the altar of the Lord, instead of the transgressor. 
When it is expressly asserted that it is the blood^ox the 
life that makes the atonement, and the sinner, whose 
life is forfeited, is pardoned and accepted upon his of* 
fering the life of the beast j over which he has confess- 
ed his own sins, on the Lord's altar, it will be exceed* 
ingly natural to suppose that the beast which is sacri- 
ficed is, by divine appointment, substituted to die and 
be consumed in the room of the sinner. The killing 
and sacrificing the beast which was brought as an of- 
fering for sin, to make atonement^ together with the 
several ceremonies to be observed relative to it, v^ry 
significantly expressed both the sinner's conviction that 
he himself deserved death ; and his faith in the mer* 
ciful acceptance of God of a substitute instead of the 
person of the transgressor. 

III. The fir,e that consumed the sacrifices which 
were offered upon the altar, was significant of divine 
anger. That this was the case, appears from the fol- 
lowing considerations, viz^ 

^ i. Nothing gives a more acute and pungent sensa- 
tion of pain th^n fire. We have no ideas of greater . 
bodily tormet^t than may be produced by, fire. Ac-* 
cbrdihgly it is a metaphor .at3URdantly made use of, in 
the holy scriptures, to express tl}c awful njitm-e and 
greatness of divine anger j and the intolerable distress 
it will bring on those upon whoni it finally falls. No 
tci:ftir*ik niom freqtf<»itlymadeillie of im- the i^ord df 
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'€6d, 'to €5q5rcss divine jmger thanjfrr. Thus ^ht 
%upn*nie Being calls upon his people, by the prophet, 
"** dfcitmcise your scl^^eB to tht Lord, and take Hway 
^«lhfc foreskirt* of your heart, ye men of Jadah, and 
** lnhrf>itams of Jtitas^letn ; lest my fury xrome forth 
'^Ytkejire^ and bitm that none can quench it, because 
*»^df the dril of your do!ngs.'*(t/) Again ; ** O house 
'**'6f David, thus «talth the Lord, execute judgment hi 
"** the morning, and deliver him that is spoiled out of 
"•* the hand of the oppressor, lest my fury go out like 
*•* firey'znfi burn that none can quench it.*'(2) And thus 
'^csante prophet laments the evils which God, in his 
righteous anger had brought on his people Israel t 
^* He hath cut off in his fierce anger all the horn of 
" Israel t he hath dra'Tv'n back his right hand from be* 
*»^fore the enetny, and he btrmed against Jacob like a 
''^^jft'aihtng'firewYiith de\'dnreth round about **(tf) God 
"t^xhibits his«lttger under the same metaphor by another 
of the prophets, when he says to the people, " I ivill 
** pour out miiie indignation upon thee, I will blov 
'*' against thee in ihejire of my wrath^ and deliver thee 
"** into the hand xjf brutishmtn, and skilful to destroy^ 
'^ Thou shah be for fuel to the firry(b) Thus also 
the heathen are threatened, " Surely in the jfrr of my 
•* jealousy have I spoken against the residue of the 
'** heathen,*'(0'^^* Therefore the prbphet Amosex- 
'horts, " Seek the Lord and Ve shall' Kve, lest he break 
^ out YxV^'fire in. the house of Joseph, and devour 
it."(^) In a variety of other places is the same met* 
aphor made use of, in the Old Testament to express 
'divine angen 

The same terhi is 'abundahdy used in the New 
Testament, both by Christ himself, and by the Apos^ 
ties, to denote divine anger^ and the awful effects of it 
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iy) Jeremirfi iTi*4. («) Jei-eninth xxi 12. ^a) LttbestMioiiB 
ii-^. (6) E^lu«l ui. 31, 02. <c)' Sukiel^xwi. 5., C^>Amoa 
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upoathe enemies. .of God. Thus Christ sakh to his 
4i8ciples, in esplaining thepamble of the tares, ^^ The 
^^ .son of man shall send forth his angels, and they 
*^. shall gather out of his kingdom all th'mgs that offend, 
*^ and them whi4;h do iniquity ; suid shall cast them 
** into 2^ furnace of fire ,• there shall be weeping and 
" gnashing of teeth.'*(^) He also exhoru, " If thy 
" hand offend thee, cut it off : it is better for thee to 
^* enter into life maimed, than having two hands, to 
*^ go into hell, into ih&fre that never shall be quench- 
" ed ; where their worm dieth not, and their jffre is 
** iK>t quenched,"(y) And when he con(ies to judge 
the wprid, he will be ^* revealed from heaven in ^a- 
" mtng'Jire taking vengeance on them that know not 
^^ God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Je» 
^^ s|2s Chr]st»"(j^) . When he sits in judgment, the 
sentence which he finally paries on hi& enemies will 
be, ^' Depait from me, ye cursed, into everlastingj^rr, 
*^ prepared for the devil and his angels.''(^) And, the 
closing sqene of all is, that ^^ the devil who deceived 
u the nations, is east into the lake of fire and brimstone^ , 
^^ where the beast and the false prophet are to be tor* 
"mented day and night, forever and ever.'^(i) No 
expression is more frequently made use of in the sa- 
cred writings to denote ^ivi/zr anger ^ than this* And 
when the anger of God is meant to be represented as 
exceedingly great, rising even to fury, no other meta- 
phor is So frequently used to represent the terrible na- 
ture and awful consequences of it as fire* " The 
^^ mountaj^ns quake at him, and the hills melty and the 
'* earth is burnt at his presence, yea, the world and all 
^^ that dwell therein* Who can stand before his in- 
^^ dignation I ^md who can abide the &erceness of his 
^^ anger I his fury is poured oi^t like^rr, and the rockSi 
" arc thrown down by bim,'^(;t) 

(O Matt. xiii. 41, 4S. (/) Mark ir. 43, 44. [g) t Thea. 
t.n8. (^) Mdtt. MV. 4t («')Rev.xx.lO* (;i]Kiaiufiii.5^6. 
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Aim '*» tliettrtn /^r, 4n a^iit >^rt*iy' df 1nW«t!g«?», 
» Made iiie 6f as a !(^ilre in tKe'ifilkretl trrittrigsto 
c'mrcss divttitMf^tr ; **i»e is h^ i^iifig^neff •^hci'cfti it 
etidently 'iApp€^H to fee Ufted to express Vmt^ ^er * ct/- 
^<irfidjn of the divitle miftd. It is ^ true that Jtohn the 
B^tUt sa}^8, «' I indeed f>^ti^'j^bu With ili^ter«^btit 
••he that ebm^th ^fter me — shall b^tiie f6\x 'Wifh^lke 
••'hbly ghdat, and wi A fire.'\l) ' But in rcpffest^ritifig 
Christ m this light, tftc^BiifptUt S^^ems to have rcfer- 
ih^eto the descriptk^ glfen,t3y the^^ncient jifophcts, 
<f flic chaWcter of Christ. For %pe«king of Ms ccrtn- 
a%, it h'sAid, •• Who way afcide the day af his cdrti- 
^tkgi and who shall stand^when he -appeiir^tti ? ft/r 
«*-he is likea refner^sJff'e.^tidVike fuiter*« soap. And 
••he* shall iit^as^a refiner and put?fifcr of silter,''(M) 
8tc. Artd It Was fortt6ld that Christ fthoiild '•^pur^fe 
«• the %l66d of Jei*uila1<^«n flrote the nrtldst flitredf, by 
•♦'the' spirit of jtfd^ment, and by the spirit of ' bumf-- 
♦• ittg.''(n) 'A9 fire is a gr^atfcr purifier than ri^dt&r^ 
fer this'reasdnit pi*oblibly is that the baptistei ^vith 
Whidh' GhVi^t baptiseth his pebple, is i-c^resented by 
flfe;HM this in allasidn to the |^i«A) ctistoht' bf piu* 
rifying eertain vessels by {re* in this passage, there«> 
fore, we find no evidence Hkmt any other auction >6f 
ihe divine mhvd thanflf«gTr,is ever represented nnder 
fhef^asiphbr'or/rV^. 

'% Tiis 'final desn^ction bf Ae envies erf G<k! is 
fc^esented in tShe holy scriptores, by those sacrifices 
•^ sin which "wef e expressly required to be -bum^fd. 
The Padtnist skith, •« llie wicked ^h^ll pettsh, and the 
•**'etteinic8 bf thr£ord shall be as the fat of tembs, 
«< th^ihaU cbibiiihe ; into smok<f shall they c6n^me 
««^ iK^^ff) '" It ^s to eiiptess law of God that nb fat 
of any sin-ofiering should *beieaten/ hxxi thkt it should 
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a}} Iw can9u.fii94 bj-firt^onLth^ fli^^G^ B^t, ii the 
fire tbfi^ bttmi^ oii;the a^lf^^ 9Iul_qQ^«;^{|M^^,4y;.8^^»>ji- 
fices which were offered upon it, were not an emblem 
C(f diving WJ^th i thft €<^(ts|upiHH)9^.of thc;*e saic^cc* 
vffMidi iipt. bdye ^f<s|^,aAfi5^>r*iOf; *P dcirfr^tiftnj qf 
<fi8d'B, ^^[iem}e« : And; 4|$r4e.<^k)l^t bjiv^ bqw. no frO' 
Wfiely,ij^r#pref©nttftg Oiftl^lM-.UBKific im?gQof,the 
draper- ¥l^ ^9i t>m^j c^^^i^der,^^ ^ firt^ oi^ tl^ 
a^tai: ^5.a ft©irq oj^diyiofi apgi^r, vr^ hs|v.^ n^ r4Bft|pj>,tip 

wpwft^ tfeil^lw.^wW bsi^ i^j^r^sgpd^fd tbfe^fl^u pf 

VlP IpjPiHft, *«e%^, i^^fWn.tD,<jW<5jM<lf4 that Ij? vie.iy,si 
^l^fs Vt|^ 9fk^x^ m^^ ofj Uif fcrnier ; \yK?ch h^.cQMU 
]}f^^v,(^ do^^^ih i»;oppfit5(» uplfs^ tJi^ ix^, i|hi^ 

»«, e<^ |)]|m^l£B,^9^4.tp.iii^^^aM^tti|eiiMtter ^^ 

. ** sword of the I«ord is $}1^4i wiih b)P9^t H H W^^ 
^ fat with fatness, and w|Ui the bhod of lambs md 
V-4PWI**',/ Ml^tf^M^Jl^df^^.ofAam: Fv thc| 
>A JL<vd H9¥)^ a tm^ifii^ ip.Qazmh* :mjl AgW^^^laM*-^ 

jnruction which was cofnie^ W M)^ Uj^n^e^i^^ iH K^ 
fosented by their being made a sacri^ce ; and partic-' 
HI§% 'W%W<* bjr. tjhps^ p|«ru oJ5 1^. sw-o/feriftt^i^ich: 
;»^^^fMPlPj;d by ftf^ \^Rw tl^^.9rd'* a^|. 

Ti^^jk «« ifi« *ft fi»^ w:hicb,«»>ft»iiWMl 4W5 WWliffs 
»Ki:>; a«4( i^as ^ii|i^ ^ tl^s *« ^ 4kfm w^^^ 

^^!^^^ iflW4>^dtb)]^^rt>i^qc^ tl^ fP9pi§^ ^^ 
^teoyi i^ff^ So, i WPf V^l H i* tb?* th^t, «JH>uMi 
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52 BOCTRIlfE or CHAP. n). 

be an exhibition of divine anger, preparatory to the 
exercise of pardoning mercy toward the sinner. 

The several ceremonies of the sacrifices for sin, un- 
der the levitical institution, taken together, had a Ian* 
guage that was very significant. They implied«-the 
divine anger against the sinner, and that in the judg- 
ment of God, the transgressor deserved to die, even 
that death which was the penalty of the law— that the 
transgressor was of the same sentiments, and entertain- 
ed the same views of his own character and deserts-— 
that he repented of his sins, and justified God and his 
kiw in condemning him — ^and finally that he fled to, 
and trusted in, the mercy of God through an atone^ 
ment wherein his rightetms anger Ji§^rattvefy burned 
against him* This seemed to be the plain and natural 
- import of the sacrifices for sin, which were appointed 
by the leviti cal law ; and of the rites and ceremonies to 
be observed in offering them. 

IV. The satrifice of beasts, and the atoiiemeht 
' thereby made for sin, was manifestly typical of the 
' great sacrifice of Christy and the atonement which ie 
made for the sins of the world. 

That the aricient tabernacle; and all the rites and 
forms of that worship vrhieh.Was performed in it, were 
typical^ is clearly taught in the New Testament. For, 
speaking of this tabernacle, the Apostle says, it was 
•' a figure for the time then present, in whithtvere of- 
/* fercd both gifts and sacrifices that could nOt make 
*^ him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the 
«* Conscience— -But Christ being come an high priest, 
'^ by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made 
«* wiih hands, that is to say not of this building ; ne)<> 
** ther by the blood of goats and calves^ but by his own 
** hkod entered in once into the holy place, having bb- 
*^ tained eternal redemptiQU for us." On which he 
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eHAF. III. ATONBMEKT* SS 

reasons thus ; ^^ For if the bloo4 of bulls and of goats, 
^ and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, 
^> sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh, how niach 
" more shall the Uaod of Christy who through the eter- 
*^ nal spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge 
** your conscience from dead works to serve the living 
** God."(r) We here observe that it was the blood 
of the ancient sacrifice that was particularly typical ; 
and in this the figure of the great sacrifice which ta- 
keth away the sins of the world, was especially con* 
tained* It was die blood of the beast that cleansed 
from JleMy impurity ; ajnd it is the blood of Christ 
that purgeth the conscience from dead works to serve 
the living' God. And seeing it is by his qwn blood 
that Christ enters into heaven itself, to appear in the 
^presence of Ck)d for his people ; the Apostle from 
thence infers that it was necessary the earthly tfil>erna- 
.cle, and all the ancient patterns of heavenly things, 
should also be purified with blood. ($) 

. It is further manifest that sin-offerings in particu- 
lar were typical of the offering which Christ made of 
himself to God,* and more eminently so than many of 
the offerings that were made under the law. For it 
was prophesied of Christ that he should mate his soul 
an offering for sin ;(t) that is, make himself a sin-ajfer- 
Mg. Therefore the Apostle speaking of Christ, saith 
Jhat God hath madfihim to be sin for us^ who knew no 
sin.(u) And it is evident tliat Christ was made sin 
in no other sense than by being niade a sin-offering. 
The Apostle, also, noanifestly speaks of Chr^t as a sin* 
effertng^ when he says that he " needeth not daily, as 
•* those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his 
." own sins, and then for the people's : for this he did 
*> once vihen he. offered up himself^'^ {w) And he ex* 

(r) Heb. ix. a, 9, 11—14. (j) verse 23. CO Is«ifth lUi. 10. 
(«) 2 Cor. V. 21. (w) Heb. vii. 2r. 

E 3 ' 
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hibTtt Chrtst under the like character, when he h«y% 
that ^r wa9 once offered up to hear thesim of many. {x) 
These passages suflfciently prove that the sin-iffer" 
trig's which were under the levitical institution, were 
particuljirly and eminemly tylncal of the offering which 
Christ madle of his life to God ; and eofwcquently that 
there was % correspondence of the suhotante with the 
^hadorv'-^xh^X the reaHfy was answerable to the mag€; 
Otherwise the Apostle could not with propriety, rca^ 
son from the latter to tht former. 

BtTT if there were an exhibition of dMne anger in 
the sin-otferings, which were made under ihe law ; w« 
have reason to suppose there was also an exhibition oi 
dhine anger in the offering which Christ made of him" 
^clffor stn. If those sacrifices, in which wcrt con- 
tained the most lively image of drrine displeasure 
against the sinner, were particularly and especiatty ty^ 
pical of the sacrifice of €farist ; this would naturally 
lead us to conclude that the sacrifice and sufferings of 
Christ were a lively demonstration of the rigliteous 
displeasure of God against akiners^ 



CHAP. IV. 

In which it is inauifed whether there he not evidence 
that Christ died in the ROOM and STEAD of the 

sinner. 

IT is not necesaary hi the present case, to hM)ni^ 
what that death is which the sinner must hate auffered^ 
liad it not been for the atcmement and imercessaOD of 
Christ : Or to compare the evHa whidi niMrt have 
come upon the sinner, with those whick were aetoifiy 
endured by Christ. But die desigji ii to examine the 
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evideoce which the holy y^psuret give t» %h%t the 
Lord Jesus Christ did, in a strict and proper aense, 
die in ike r«9«s ^md ^Uad a/Mtmicrs. 

Tkis ioqairy is very niMrrssary lo order to under- 
stand the tme import of Christ's death i the relation 
it had to ^ law which threatens death to the trans« 

Etssor ; and, the influence it bath in opening the way 
r mercy to be eaercised toward the sinner* This 
will naturally lead to abetter undcrsunding of the Ian* 
guage of so important an event, as it rebtes to the 
chamcler and desert of the sinner ; and enable us to 
see in whss sense, and in what respects, the law of 
Godia honored by iu 

TvE language, the expressions, of the sacred wri« 
tings are such as, in their most plain and natural im- 
port, ^owfef the idea of Christ's being 9^ substitute^ and 
dying in ikkxiroom and ateoifof the sinner* And, if 
the terms made use of, by the inspired writers, most 
Aaturally suggest this idea f this, of course, is the light 
in which the subject ought really to be viewed. In 
order to collect the sense of the sacred writers, more 
satisfsctorily on the subject : it may be useful to give 
the several modes of csEptession which we find in the 

-scriptures relative to at^ a disdnct and partLctthur con* 

^sidefatioo* Aad^ 

I. Our Saviour himself te& ua ^t he <* came not 
M to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to gtfie 
^Usaf€zRANSOUIor,mBMy.\y) AndtheApcis- 
tie saith that Christ ** nve himselY^ RANSOM fov 
> ^ aU^ to be ^testified m 4ue tinie."ne;) These isxpres- 
r mas naturally convey die idea of Christ's 1^ bein^ 
igiven up inuUd of the wmerii .fihat, wiu^n the sinner 
*«as condemnedby law to diet, Qiru$ ^Miti ^ n^ai- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



56 BOCTRIME €F ttHAP« IIT. 

This is the literml meaasng of. the original terms, which 
are rendered, in our translation, a ransom for many^ 
Lutron anti poUoon^ and Antilutr an uper. pontoon^ are 
exj^ssions which, in the Greek, naturally convey the 
i^f^a of a substitute^ and suppose one to be in the room 
aind place of another • The word lutron^ which is here 
ti^anslated ransom^ properly signifies the price of re- 
demption^ or that on the gift of which, the guilty per- 
son is delivered from the punishment, or evils lo whidi 
he was exposed. Thus it was a law in Israel, <^ Ve 
•** shall take no satisfaction for the life of a murderer — 
' *^ And, ye shall take no satisfoction for him that i^ fled 
»*• to the city of his refuge, that he come agaih to 
\5' dwell in the land, until the death of the Priest.''(a) 
In both these places the Hebrew word which is here 
rendered satisjfaction^ is, in the Septuagint translation, 
lutron. When« therefore, Christ is said to have given 
himself his life a ransom for many^ flutron anti pol- 
loon^ or antilutron iiper pontoon^ J it must mean that he 
gave up his life instead of those who xv^ere comdemned 
to death. And this is*th& same as if it had been said, 
he gave up his life instead of those who were condem- 
ned to die. The preposition which is here translated 
for many, ory^r all, must oEiean opposition and contra^ 
riety^ or commutation or the exchange of one thing for 
anothar. But, it cannot be ts^enin xh^ former sense ; 
for then it would imply that 'Chrisjt gave himself his 
life^ in opposition to the sinner, and in order to render 
.'it forever impossible that the sinner should live. It 
must therefore be taken in the latter ; and, then it will 
imply that Christ gave his life in the room and s^eitd 
-of the sinner. In this htter sense is the same pre^i^ 
tion used by the Seventy^ where the king said t6 the 
prophet, in the case which he had just put to him, 
*> if by any means he be missings then shall thy life be 
'fSfor his lifc."(^) So Jehu said, ^* If any of the meA - 

(a) bombers su^v. 3:1^ 33. (b) 1 Hins^ zi^ 29. 
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•CftAK IV. atokemeht; 57 

" I have'brought into your hands fiscape, he that letteth 
*' him go, his life shall be for the life of him.'Yc) 
When any one is said to give him&elf a ransom tor 
another, it is supposed that he puts himself in the place 
6fthe other. Should any one gtve himself a ransom^ 
fantihttronj to redeem a captive^ it would suppose 
• that he himself went into captvoiiy. And should any 
one give himself his life a ransom for one who was 
condemtied to die ; it would imply that he died for him^ 
or in his stead.(d) The expressions under considera- 
tion manifestly imply that the life of Christ was the 
price' of ^e sinner's } and that it was given up with 
this view, and for this purpose. 

IL Ther£ are other passages of Scripture in which 
it' is not less clearly and fully intimated that Christ 
died in the room and stead of sinners. ' 

Ik this Kght is the case evidently represented by the 
Apostle, where he saith that *^ Christ hath once suf- 
" fered for sins, the justybr the unjust^ that he might 
** bring us to Giod*(e) Here we are expressly tau^t 
that Christ, a jtist person suffered for those who are 
unjust^ and who themselves deserved to suffer. And 
the sufSn-ings of Chrbt which are here spoken of, are 
not his humiliation in being bom and dwelling with 
m^n— -not the temptations ofsatan with which he was 
be^eP^^Tiot the slanders^ the reproaches^ the opposition 
of men^ which he had to combat through the whole 
course of his life ; but his death which he suffered up- 
on the cross. For the Apostle, when he had spoken 
of Christ's suffering for the unjust, in order that we 
might know what suffering he referred to, immediate- 
ly adds ** being jfrf/f to death in the flesh, but quicken- 
♦* ed by the spirit." So that the words ol the Apostle 

(0 2 Kings X. 24. {d) See Pool's Synoptb, and Dr. Whitby' 
on the places. f^J V retcr iii : 1 8. * 
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^ QMgd^t brin^ them tp. Cod. And haw- could U,bc) 
D^^pr/^diearly. apd, w^pi-c^^lyT^saftjtfd, Mcithout u^ng 

i>} it^ 19) ^s^«6h«fe s^^ftpi^^ t^Hl^ *i Cbrif^ di(54 J^f. ^ 
•* j^/a^o^Zs^-Tr^ha^^ whilf^w^j wei:c.}^t witbqut.str/jiisl^h* 
** Chr4Sl.di^d.foy ua,:(/)-Trthiy» ne./uy-< fiji^idi^^i^Ai^ 
** o^u^Mdy 019, the trKc-^hy: wbqse ^tri^.^^qif^thefifi' 

*• ja^ .^ jj)7r-iji^ 4e. TW* (iiilmr^ (^ U^ it?, de^) 
*</or ^wr ojences^ delm^d, ^^/^^ H* «Aj.>(;^ . ^ 
•* that even Christ our pas$over is uacrtficed for uM.*\i) 
Tb^^ pa^a^gpa impoct, tj^t tbij, life, ql CWift w^s oi- 
fiftTjec^ MP'>^ sctQri^c^ for the sins q£ x^cp^;. and th^t.U 
was % Mr sacrifice (ffhimfici^^% h« w<^«wi^?^- 
ners from destruction ; this being their r^mom^ or 
tj^p price qC tbfiir rede«p^idn. Aod, ^11 tl)i|s^ i$ Rf J#ectly 
^Qifre&ppncjjent vwdx tji^ gcpel^ecieB Mjhich weqil^eVRC 
<^»per«inft tJm.: ^qn faai^b ipr^e. SP^VJJ^ 4 Wf^^* 
W.8#.^- Siir^y h^ bat|;> bprnfj pj^'-jf^^ ^pd,<^eil 
*f 0^ ^orJWf>«rrrhe h;9^ woiw^ded j(«< ^f* 'W^tff^ 

« m^nl, of QMT fim^'^^^WV^ ^^%-r¥lAt^ 4ftfl* WP 

*^ qzi 4V2>. th«? iw«Bi^»^ %m^^ i^i 

qai»p a camj4i^^U9^ f a4l.??itfethaj^ " Christ b# «- 
*> d^eiA^d us, fi^w- ^b/? c;\wa(^ 91^ x^ \2c^ ^iog 9^^** 
•'• e^ur^e iqr U3.'\i(j), 'if h?»i5, woi5<K WP'X- *^ 1^' ^WP 
^si^^^U^tc fo^ us. iia,«i^4>4/wpr-4^ 1^^ ^i/j^(i^€9^il 
i^, 9H^ ste^d. % t)^^ evA ifi^HiV^ i*pUed| in t^ 
^u^e whiqb (;j?|;^^^v%r4t4,^ ly^^t ii^e^ iftjSri ^K <^ 

(/) Romans t 6, 8. I Peter ii. 94 (^) 2 Coriatl^sM ▼. 31. 
(4) Homaos iv. 25, and viji. ^. (V). X C^rin^^lWU T. h ft) J«»» 
teii. 4> 5i 6; (^) 99ilatia98 ni. }fi, , *' , 
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tvere evUs* We cannot separate tBfe id^ of'tvtlj from 
ft Cttrtf^, especially lAe curse of GoS. Frofti those evils 
trhich'are implied in the curse of the law to sinners^ 
Christ h^th redeemed his people ; and f ram Mr^r he 
redeemed them by suifFeffrtg those evifs^ n4iateirer'they 
were, which were implied in the curse which he eridu* 
fe4* It is hence evident that Christ , in his suffering 
m the crtfssy "vfTLS ^ subHitnte for iht. sinner. And 
however different the evils which Christ suffered ittte^ 
front those whidi the sinner must have soffer^d'hstd 
the curse of the law faHcn, in its foil weight upon him ; 
still whatever evils he' did actually suffer, wefe endured 
m the room rind steadt>t dinners. For it was by'fec<7»t- 
in^ or by bein^ hiade ucarbe^ that Christ redeeitied his 
people. ■ 

' fht'rdhafhtrtiyai/ ChHst's becoming, or being ma^e^ 
a cur^e^ was essential to the recovery of sinners ; orj 
whatever influence it actually hath in their recovery t 
We have, nevertheless, sufficient amhority to conclude 
that it has infiuence in this great eVeUt, and t* essen* 
tml to ^t. For If Christ*s becdttitn^ a curs^ has no in- 
fluence, and were not essential to the sinner^s being 
redeemed' from the curse ; we can see no reason why 
the Apostle sh6uld so particularly ascribe our redemp- 
tion to Chris f 8 becomings curse. And, the passage 
which is quoted from the Old Testament in the proof 
of' Cfitiit veirig' made a curse^ shows that this was in 
his dying on the cross .• " Fbr," says the Apostle, "it 
« is written, cursed is ^vfcry one that tiangeth on*a 
** tree;*' Hence it plainly appears Aat Chnst etidnrid 
Isvtiy 'mffertd a vutst^ sind died in the room andptace of 
jmniers, in order to redeem them from the curse of the 
tevr. ''We tan hardly conceive^ how atty thing should 
tbc said which would more fully imply Chrfst^s strfftfr^ 
ptg and'dtfing^hfi the room ofsinner^. - Christ's beteg 
in^de a snbstihite for sinners^ und' ^yi^g in thtir'sttfda^ 
can hardly be expressed in stronger, or more direct 
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terms than these,— ^*-^bat, he (Red for the tm^^dlftf-— 
(dXtifor tf#— suffered the just for the unjusti^^bore 
cur sins in his oxvn body on the tree — redeemed us 
from the curse of. the law, being made a curse for 
us-^ivas made sin for us^-^^-^mfiacrifcedfor ti^andthe 
like. 

Should it be said that one person became a surety for 
another-^that he was bound, imprisoned, made a victtn\ 
for him ; no one would be at any loss to determine the 
meaning of the expressions. All would immedis^y 
conceive that the surety was bound, imprisoned, made 
a victim, in the room and stead of the offender* 
This would be die construction which the common 
sense ot mankind would universally put on such like 
expressions, in the case before us. For one person 
to become bound for ai20M4rr,or subject himself to any 
evil or penalty ybr him ; is, in a strict and proper sense, 
to substitute himself, and, put himself in the room> and 
place of the delinquent* By a parity of reason,^ there- 
fore, and by all just rules of construction^ we must sup- 
pose that, the variety of expressions made use of, m 
the holy scriptures, relative to the design and reason 
of the sufferings and death oi Christ, do indeed imply 
that he substituted himse/fin the place *ot sinners, and 
died in their raom and stead* 

That Christ should himself, become the price of 
the sinner's xedemptioa— <-that he should give himself^ 
his life^ a ransom fgr sinners-*— that he ^ould h^mme 
sin^sujffer^ die^ imd be sacrificed for them; are ex- 
pressions which convey a sense too plain and tntelligi- 
ble to be easily evaded. And, if these and $uch like 
expressions, do. not imply tbsit, for some reason or oth- 
er, Christ verily substituted himself and. subjected htpt" 
^elf to suffering qnd deathyin the roc^tn andplae? of sin- 
ners i it will be difficult to find language, to invent 
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terma^ wbkh would fixHf and uneqiuvocaUy atcertwii 
this idea of the end of his death. 

> It being theft admitted diat Christ did reaily die in 
the ropm and 9iead of sinners ; the fidlowing remarks 
Xkaturally offer themselvcsy vis. 

1. That« the death and sacrifice of Christ had aa 
eapccial and peculiar relataon lo the pftnai.parl of the 
lavr.of Godk It is acknowledged that a humble spiriti 
aod a broken heart, are frequendy teraied«acr^e«f, in 
the holy scriptures^ And otie principal reason of k^ 
probably, is the correspondent views which were con« 
tatned in such exercises, .with the plain language, tho 
natural import^ of the sacrifices of atonement which 
wexe made for un, under the law. 'The broken ^pirH 
which Dayid considers as the acceptable sacrifice to 
God,(m) impHed an acknowledgement of the right* 
cousness of i^e divine law, and a .hope and trust in 
fliB mercy of God through aa atonement* And, as 
thii was bat the obvioos implication of the levitical s»» 
crifices, the term itseU^ by a yety easy and natural 
transition, might be carried to the temper of mind with 
which the literal sarifices were to be made. But, lit* 
cral sacrifices themselves are necessary only for sin* 
ners : th^ are insutnted only in case of gmU^ and 
where die law sa broken. Had there been no sin, no 
aacrifice lyould have been I'equired. The sacrifices 
itfider die law, in aU cases wherein th^ were to be 
used, supposed that o^enees had been committed; 
And, onty in cases of o£ence were sacrifices of atone- 
Inent appointed. Where sin had not been committed, 
there was no need of, either confession of guilt in die 
creature^ or testimony of dis]deasure tu the Creator : 
But, Where it had, bcidi were necessary in order to r»- 
condliatioiu And, both these^ we are to remember, 



(m) PaalBift U. ir. 
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^ere implied in the bloody sacrifices of the law ; and 

equally so in the sacrifice of Chci&t. . . 

The law of God, in the penal part of it, hath no de- 
mands^ on the righteous : but sin brings us under ob* 
ligation to punishment. Th^ preceptive part~ oi x\ie 
law immediately and continually respects every crea- 
ture I lying equally on every one, with all its binding 
force. But, not so as to the penai: this immediately 
respects oaly the transgre^or; having a relation/to 
him, and a demand on him, which it hath hot on the 
innocent. And, as sacrifices of atonement are neces-* 
sary only in cases of transgression, it is hence evident 
that they have a more immediate reference to the pes'* 
alties, than to the preceptive parts of the diviiie law. 
As far, therefore, as there is a similitude^ and unity of 
design, between the bloody sacrifices of the law, and 
the sacrifice of Christ ; so far the latter, as well as the 
former had a more immediate reference to the sane* 
tions of the law. As far as the latter was prefigured 
by the former ; so far the penal, rather than the pre* 
ceptive parts of the law were regarded in it». 

2. It appears from the preceding observations! that 
Christ was a sacrifice in his bloody and ignominious 
d^aih^ in a different sense from what he was in his ho* 
ly and obedient life. However necessary . it was that 
Christ should live a perfectly pure and holy life, in or* 
der to the acceptableness of the sacrifice which h« 
made of himself in his death ; (as this indeed wasabi- 
solutely necessary) still, his death was a sacrifice in.a 
. different sense from that of his obedient life* Sin^of- 
ferings, under the former dispensation, were to be 
niade only of clean beasts ; and . those, too, such z$ 
were without blemish. Yet, these beasts, clean and 
imUemisbed, were to be o£Fere.d up in sacrifice to God* 
So Christ, ** through the eternal Spirit, offered up him' 
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*«^ self without spot to Go>l."(«) Therefore, his people 
are said to be redeemed from their vain conversation 
With the precious Bhad of Christy as of a lamb without 
blemish^ andxvithout spot.(o) And, as the redemption 
which Christ hath obtained for his people is ascribed 
to his bhod^ or his deaths as its procuring cause ; we 
are naturally led to consider the sacrifice he made of 
himself as consisting in a peculiar and distinguishing 
manner in his death. 

Agreeably to this view of the matter, Christ who 
kn^w no sin, is said to have been made sin for U8;(j&) 
which can he true in no other sense than being made 
n^ stn-'Ojffering'. And that it was not in his obedient 
Ufe, but his ignominious death that Christ was made a 
sin^ofFering, seems liaturally to be suggested by the 
distinction which the Apostle makes between his first 
and second appearing. He says, ** As it is appoint- 
*' ed unto man onpe to die— so Christ was once offered 
** to bear the sins of many : And unto them that look 
**i for him shall he appear the second time without sin 
*f unto salvation."(y) 

... Ws krtbw not in what respects Christ will appear 
the second time, without sin, any more than he ditt 
the first, excepting it be that at his second coming he 
will not make his soul or his life an offering for sin* 
* """ *t is exceedingly plain that Sufferings and death 
k more direct and immediate relation to the sane- 
jtthe law, than ohediincc*' 

3. It may be remarked further that the same char* 
acter, the same disposition of the Deity, which would 
have appeared in the death of the sinner, was design- 
ed to be exhibited in the death of Christ* It has been 

(n) Hebrews ix. 14. (o) 1 Peter i. 19. (p) 2 Corinthians v. 
?1. ((?) Hebrew* ix. 27, 28. 
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before observed that it is essetittel to the glory of God^ 
that the spirit of the hw be perfectly acttiered to, aad 
MIy maintained, inhi« admintstralion of govettiment. 
Hence, and hence only, arose the necessity of the sin* 
nerU death. Had not the former been necessary, nei« 
ther would the latter. Had it not been necessary that 
the same character should appear, and foe fulty and 
perfectly preserved, in g-^vemmg'y as was naturally ex<« 
hibited by the laws which were originally established 
as the rules' of divine government : we could discern 
no necessity of even the sinntt^s death* But seeing 
there is an obvious necessity of diis, we easily Me 
why ijt tnust be that fAit soul, that sins riiould,. ai«o, 
die. If, therefore, the Saxfhitr died in the r9<m &n€ 
^tead of the sinner, we cannot rationally suppose oth* 
eirwij^e than Aat, in this retuaHtable event, il^e samt 
divine dl8jk>sition was delineated, and the same diat^ 
acter exhtbited, which would have appeared hi the 
death of the sinner. Consequently, 

4. Tttfi principal design' of the dMih of Christ was 
not to discover the perfection and strength of fats own 
personal obedience ; and to bestow on it a lustre, with 
^hich it could not otherwise ha¥ef shone. 'It is con- 
fessed that this is an end Mot only woHhy of being aA 
object, but which also was very advantageously an* 
awered by the death of Christ. Still it is evident that 
this was not the onfy^ or even principal object in view^ 
In this great event. For Christ to die ki order to 
discover the immoveable strength of his disposition to 
obey God : and to die in the room and stead of those 
who vnsx^t otherwise have fallen victims to divine 
wrath J are notprccisely one and the same thing : Nor 
do they exhibit the character of the great Governor of 
the world exactly in the same point of light. The 
death of the sinner is a glass in which we see the 
righteousness, the punitive justite of God : So, also, 
is the death of Christ. In the former^ we have a 
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view of righteousness as it relates to tHe execution of 
punishment : So, also, in the latter ; if it be true that 
Christ died in the room and stead of sinners ; and, 
that his death had a more direct and immediate rela- 
tion to the sanction of the moral law. 

The death of Christ discovered h|8 own ri^htecus- 
nessy not merely as it relates to protecting the innocent ;• 
but, ako, to punishing the guilty ; not only as it re- 
spects rewarding the virtuous ; but, bringing evil on 
the wicked. Otherwise we cannot see how it could 
be said with propriety, that he was made sin^ or a m- 
offcring^ for us. Righteousness is a general tern,. 
which relates to law and government. It equally re- 
gards the sanctions, as the precepts of the law ; and, 
as Tt2l\y respects the eatecution of punishmeaiS) as the 
bestowment of rewards. Christ's becoming a curse 
for us, and his dying to our room and stead, as truly 
imply that he suffered for us, as any thing said in the 
holy scriptures supposeth that he obeyed the law for 
us* And, when he is called the lard our righteousness ^ 

• the term is to be taken in a large and general sense,. 

. as relating, both to the precepts and the sanctions, of 
the divine law : And, is to be considered as regard* 
ing government as it is supported, both by the execu- 
tion of punishments, and the bestowment of rewards. 

.So, also, when the righteousness of the law is spc^en 
of as being fulfilled in christians,(r) the term is to be 
taken in a general sense ^ and, is to be considered us 
having respect to law in general^ as well the penal, as 

'.the preceptive parts of it : OUierwise we could not 
see how the honor and dignity of the divine govetn- 
ment could be preserved, and yet the guilty go ttn- 
punished. 

(r) Rmbsiis viii 4 
F 2 
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CHAP. V. 

Sheiuing' the necessity ofChjisi^s perfect obedience in 
order to his tnaking' atonement for sin ; and, the in* 
fluence which his personal righteousness hath in pro- 
airing pardon for the sinner. " 

NOTWITHSTANDING the evidence th«rc is 
that Chri&t died in the room and stead of sinners ; and 
that the crimes of men are expiated by the sufferings 
of Christ ; it is to be remembered that there is no 
merit, no moral worth or atoning virtue, merely in suf 
ferings* Pain and distress have no moral virtue in 
them ; and are of no importance, otherwise than ati 
means through which the beauty of the divine charac- 
ter, and the true disposition ol the divine mind, may 
'be seen by his creatures.**' For, as all the divine ad- 
ministration is fitted to exhibit the character of God, 
if punishments did not answer this end, they would 
never be made use of in the divine government. The 
righteousness of the law is fulfilled in the sufferings 
of the sinner^ in no other way than as they serve to 
exhibit the righteous character of God, and prove hrm 
to be a hater of iniquity. Were not this the case, the 
moral character of the man Jesus Christ would not 
have been of so great importance to his being made an 
offering for sin: But, his whole worth as a sacrifice 
must be estimated by his capacity to endure pain* 

The worth of the sacrifice which Christ made of 
himself for the sins of the world, arises from the moral 
excellencies of his person and character. Were not 
this the case, the same quantity of sufferings endured 
by a person of inferior character, would have equally 
answered the end of obtaining pardon for the sinner. 
It is true, indeed, that for a person of Christ^s digni- 
ty and worth to endure greater degrees of pain, is of 
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inore importance than enduring less : yet, the value, 
the import, in a moral view^ of his sufferings, be they 
either greater or less, arises from his personal wonh 
and character. 

This being the case, it was absolutely necessary, in 
order to the atonemebt he was about to make by once 
offering up himself to God, that his life and character 
should be most perfectly pure and spotless : Otherwise, 
in his death he could not have been an.oilering of a 
sweet savor to God. This, we arc naturally led to 
suppq^, was a reason why the sin-oiFerings that were 
made under the fornier dtpensation, were esspressly 
required to be of the clean beasts ; and no other 
."would . be accepted* For God expressly declares, 
^* cursed be the deceiver which hath in his flock a male, 
** and voweth and sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt 
** thing."(«) God's acceptance of an offering, and his 
being reconciled to the (Render, were upon the ex« 
press condition that the sacrifice was made only of 
beasts that were clean. And the design of this law 
was, not only to teach the duty and obligation of de- 
voting our best services, and giving up the best we 
have to. God ; but more clearly and perfectly to pre* 
figure that glorious sacrifice which Christ made of 
himself, to God for the sins of the world* Hence the 
Apostle saith, ^^ For such an high priest became us, 
** who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from 
*' sinners, and made higher than the heaven8,"(r) The 
dignity and excellency of the character of Christ, and 
these only, put the infinite value on the sacrifice which 
be made of himself for the sins of the world* And 
on this account, and this alone, it was that God was 
pleased to smell a sweet savor in the ufTering* Had 
there been the least blemish or imperfection in tiie 
character of ^ Chri^t^ his blood would be as far from 

(«) Malachi i. 14 (/) Hebrews vU. 26. 
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cleansing from sin, as that of bulls and goats : And 
his sufferings, however great in kind, or degree, would 
have been of no avail to obtain pardon for the small* 
est transgression. 

Aw angry tyrant may have his rage appeased by 
suffering — his revenge glutted by blood. But not so 
with the infinitely pure and glorius governor of the 
world, who hath no pleasure in the death of him that 
dieth. An exhibition of the glories of his charac- 
ter, the infinite strength and purity of his love, is the 
great end in view, in all the pain and misery he brings 
on his creatures. The mjferings of Chriart, therefore, 
aside from the moral excellencies of his character, his 
most perfect and virtuous obedience under them, 
could not have been of the least worth in the sight 
of God : Because neither the wisdom, nor righteous- 
ness of God in his regards to the general good, could 
have been seen in the Father's laying oa him the ini* 
quiiies of us all. 

But the necessity of the obedience of Christ, in or- 
der to his making atonement- for sin, is further evi- 
dent from such considerations as these, vix. 

1. Ths perfect obedience of Christ was a necessa- 
ry and glorious attestation to the righteousness and 
equity of the moral law. 

Mercy to the sinner necessarily implies that the 
law by which he is condemned is just and righteous. 
And without a full and perfect acknowledgment of 
this, Christ could neither consistently intercede for 
tnercy to transgressors, nor the Fadier bestow k. 
Until this point was fully acknowledged and establish* 
cd, there could be no room for reconciliation : be* 
cause every exercise of mercy without this, would 
be an impUcit confession of undue seveiity in the 
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law. Hierefere Christ him&elf taich, llhat <* faeavM 
*^ and earth shall pass, before one jot^ or one titdt 
*< ahall past from the law, until all shall be fQlfilied.*'(fi) 
But to behold a person of such high dignity as tht 
laord Jesus Christy and of so transcendently excellent 
a character, perfectly obeykig the divine law ; and 
exhibiting in himself, and that tinder the moat trying 
scenes, a most perfect pattern of that cheerful obe« 
dience and txnreserved submission wliich is required 
of men ; afibrds a strbng testimony to the righteocn* 
ness of that law imder which men were originall]f 
placed: And is fitted to coaviinoe ua that earery 
breach of it deserves the curse* No patteni) no eB» 
sunpk, oonid possibly carry stronger evideaoe of thk 
than the faoly and obedient life of Christ* 

Boofi a tostiaaony to the rigbteousneas of tbe hw« 
was bi2t a proper and necessary acknowledgment to 
be made to God, by him who underttxA to OEiediata 
peace between God and men. Without this it could 
not have appeared that Christ m evenf things justified 
God, and whoify condemned the sinner. And, had 
HOC the man Jesus Christ moat perfecdy justified 
God and condemned the simer, faia offering up him^ 
self upon the cro&s, instead of being a sweet incense^ 
wouid only have been fallhig a victim to jtlM just itv* 
dignation of bis injured sovereign'. 

BtJT, when Christ, being found in fashion as a 
aftan, hufnbled hinaseif, and became obedient unto 
death ; when his death was an expression of the high 
iense his entertained of the eKcelleacy and righteous* 
nesa of themoraMaw $ the sacrifice he made of him-* 
self was then an difrring of a sweet savor unto God ; 
and, naturally prepared the way for a treaty of peace 
and rect^nciiiation l^etween God and men* And) the 

<♦) lisit. V. It. i 
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perfect obedience of Christ under all the sufferings 
lie endured on earth, especially in the last and ex- 
treme scenes of his lite^ was peculiarly honorable ancf 
acceptable to God, as it carried the fullest acknov^l- 
edgment of the righteousness of divine government 
when administered: in the actual execution of divine 
Tcngeance on bis enemies. 

When we take a view of the nature, . design and 
greatness of the sufferings of Christ, it will appear 
that his vc^untarijy subjecting himself to them, and 
his ready, cheerftl and patient obedience under them, 
were what really constituted the whole moral worth 
of tbo sacrifice which he made of himself for the 
sins of the world. The bare distress and pain of the 
Saviour, in themselves simply considered, had no 
virtue in ^hem, and were of no worth. But, the dis* 
position of mind with which he endured those extreme 
stgonies and pains, the temper he expressed under 
Ihem, were of infinite worth. These were, there- 
fore, precious in the sight of God, and worthy to be 
ackndwledged by Christ's being raised to that high 
iitation of honor and glory to which he is now exalt- 
ed. Therefore, Christ's present exaltation and reigft 
are spoken of by the Apostle, as the reward of his 
voluntary humiliation and obedience !unto death. 
Treating on this subject he says of Christ, *^ beings 
^^ found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself and 
** became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
** ct«098. Wherefore God hath • highly exalted him» 
•* and given him a name which is Bbovt every name ; 
.**.ihat at the name of Jesus evety. knee should bow;^ 
M of things in heaven, and things in eari^, and things 
*'. under the earth ; and that evtry tongue should oon- 
*' fess that Je€ius Christ is Lord, tp the glory of God 
♦* the Father."(w) Christ's real merit of the high 

(«) fhilip. ii. 9, IQp U. 
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Station he mw piiss^Sdethi consisted, not in die ex- 
tremity of his siafierings^ but the perfection of his 
obedience.: It is not, str£cUy speaking, for the. pains 
he endoved, bik for the views and temper of mind 
he manifested under theiPt that the man Jesus Christ 
IS raised to universal dominion^ aibd has angels^ men 
and devils subj^ect to>his authority. 

2* That Cod should be iftanife^t in flesh, and vol* 
untarily hiy down his life for his people, and become 
a curse for them, not Only strongly attests the right* 
eousness of the divhore law^ as a rule- of governinent $ 
but a)>undamly proves that the disposition of the di- 
vine mind most invariably conforms to the rules of 
equity ^suid righteousness. That this should be done, 
^vas a niatter of infinite itnportance td the honoraUo 
tkerdse of meixy% It is far from being enough that 
ti|e mUs oi divine govertiment should be such as ^p* 
prove themselves to the consciences of men, and car* 
ry conviction of their equity : But^ seeing that God will 
forever maintain the dignity and honor of his own char- 
acter ; when he was about to dd so wonderful a thing as 
Co pardon and save sinners, it was a matter bf the last 
importance that he should exhibit a character,a disposi«> 
tion of mind; perfectly conformable to the tnte spirit of 
those rules of government which he had previously 
established. Otherwise, though the l&w might appear 
just, G^ bimstif could not appear 'so in justifying the 
ungodly. 

But, the scene of the sufferings of the Son of God 
abundantly displayed this character of Jehovah, this 
dispomtien of the divine mind ; which it could not 
have done in such a manner as to lay a foundation 
for mercy to sinners, had not the character, the obe* 
dience of the Mediator, been absolutely spotless and 
perfect* 
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H^n Ev^ii voluotasy Chri&t ww ift hymffdown hi$ 
i^ii^ the hfwd and siigenfy t>{ tho Father are. aeyerthe^ 
kftfti by 00 meaBft to be overlooked in this resnackable 
tvenu Though \Sn» Son madek^ 9cul.€m0jferixigj^ 
9inr the. Jo/Aer b«ui««d htoi, put him to. grief^ and iaid 
m birn the iniquity of ut all \(jic) the hand and die 
agency of God were i» .tmly conspicuouav and hk 
providence as active, in bringing suiFering, distress 
apd d^ath oq the $qo pi hia love ; im. in any cvil^ he 
doth, or ever will) bring on sinners* Christ suffered 
as much by the decree, th« daterminate counsel o{ 
God^ a9 impenitent pinners wtUdo hereafter. And in 
this active providence, in that astonishing event, God 
acted fgr his own glory, and deaigncdly exbibiud hia 
own infinitely excellent character, aa really as in the £-» 
nal perdition of impenitent sinners. Yea, and he evi* 
dcntly designcLd that the same righteous regard to has 
hfAy law, to good order and gove^ment, shoold ap« 
pear and shine la the former event as in the latter* 

The ease being thua, it is easy to see that, unleaa 
the moral.ckaracter xA Chrbthad been abaolutely per* 
feet, ^ai fxhUition of divine righteousness, which 
wais made in his aufferings and death, could adSbrd no 
more reason for mercy to sinners, than tAai which is 
toade in the destrtiction of sinners themselves. For a 
manifestation of righteousness in bringing ^evil upon 
one whose moral character is not penect, ia so far 
from exhibiting a reason why the wicked should 90 
Unpunished, that it rather inforceth the necessity of 
tbeir puftiahme^t. Therefore^ that die aufterings o( 
Christ might be such n manifestation of divine rights 
eousness as would open the way for God to appear 
just in jjuatifying the ungodly, it was of absolute im*" 
portance that ho faim'setf sho^d be without sin, and 
tiu^ gwile ahculd not be found, in his mouth. Then 

(if) bai«h iui. 6| 10. 
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his taking the curse upon himself, and the Father's 
laying it on him, will be so bright a display of divine 
righteousness, as to render God's regard to law, to 
gcK>d order and government, gloriously conspicuous in 
the exercise of mercy to such as penitently fly for 
refuge to the Saviour of the world* 

If it be admitted that God's regard particularly to 
the penal part of his law was designedly manifested in 
the sufferings and death of Christ ; it is easy to see 
that thi« regard to the law would become conspicuous 
in proportion to the dignity and excellency of him who 
suffered. For, as bn the one hand-, we estimate the 
benevoletiTce that is expressed in the bestow ment of 
good, partly by the meanness and uhworthiness of the 
subject on whom it is conferred ; so, on the other, the 
* degree of displeasure which is expressed in bringing 
i evil; is estimated greatly by the dignity and excellen- 
cy of the person on whom it falls. The same meas- 
wre of natural evil, the samtj quantity of pain is expres- 
sive of Verv different degrees of displeasure, accord- 
ing to the Sifference of character and dignity in the 
person on whom it is inflicted. For a King to im- 
prison his Son for a crime, awes his subjects more 
than the execution of a common felon, and may do 
more to establish his authority, and gain respect to his 
government- The reason is, that his regards to the 
rights of his government are more strongly ^)aintcd in 
the former case than in the latter. So foi' God to in- 
flict pain upon a mere man, would naturally express 
displeasure to spectators : But if the same degree of 
natural evil brought on Mm who is fiisfrlmv. his an- 
ger would glow in brighter and more awful colors, 
nnd strike the spectators with at reverence and fear 
which the other instance could not beget. 

THKnEyoRE, the absolute perfection, as wcllasdig^ 
nity of the moral character of Christ, when be wa« 
G 
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about to offer up his life as a sacrifice for the sins of 
the world ; were of the utmost importance to the ac- 
ceptableness of his offerings and the in niiife station it 
was necessary should be made of God's righteous dis- 
pleasure against those for whom he died. For with- 
out this absolute perfection, and high dignity, of the 
character of the Saviour, his death on the cross would 
not have been a glass in which the divine purity could 
have been discovered with sufficient clearness, while 
he exercised mercy toward sinners. 

3. The perfect obedience of Christ, and that eveti 
untp death, and the spotless purity of his moral char- 
acter^ were absolutely necessary to prepare him' for i/i* 
terceding with the Father for sinners. 

The dignity and excellency of the intercept's 
character, add weight, and give importance to his in« 
tercession. It is more honorable to a prince to pardon^ 
upon the intercession of some illustrious person, than 
on that of one of his menial servants. And when the 
penalty for the remission of which intercession ismade^ 
is perfectly deserved ; and the honor of the sovereign 
is concerned in testifying against it $ it is necessary that 
the intercession itself should carry in it the fullest 
acknowledgOEients, both of the righteousne&s of the 
judge, and the justice of the punishment. For with* 
out this the intercession itself might justly be inter- 
preted as a reflection on the Sovereign, and a vindicar 
tioa of the criminaL This being the case the inter* 
cessor naturally, in some sense, puts on the character 
and takes the place of him who is condemned. 

But when we consider the glorious and infinite ma- 
jesty of God, on one hand ;, and the extreme guilt and 
inexpressible vilcness of the sinner, on the other ; we 
cannot but see the absolute importance of the fullest 
acknowledgments^ both of God's righteousness, and 
the sinner's guilt, in him who steps in as a mediator 
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between them ; however dignified he be in his own 
personal chatacter. None but a person of the most 
exalted character would be equal to the weight of 
such a mediation. And one who suiti'^bly estimated 
the infinitely different characters, qualities and stations 
of the beings^ between whom he was to mediate a 
peace, would never presume to appear before the great 
God without the fullest testimonials of a high and 
, perfect sense of the divine righteousness on one hand, 
and the extreme guilt and wickedness of the sinner on 
ttie other. iJut how could these testimonials be so 
well obtained, and where could such views in the Sa- 
viour, hoikk of God's righteousness, and the sinner's 
guilt, be so strongly painted, as in his obedience unto 
death, and that even the death of the cross ? in this 
view of the matter, nothing like the death of Christ, 
touM pave the way for him to the Father : And noth- 
ing like his own kooti could give weight to his inter- 
cession. 

For so illustrious a person as the infinite Redeem- 
er, to eicemplify his regards to the honor of God and 
hi« law, by a most perfect obedience under the most 
unparalleled sufferings, even unto death, and his sense 
of die sinner's ill desert, by appearing before the eter- 
«nl 6od in his own bhod ; must wonderfully qualify 
btmfor so important a mediation ; and above every 
thing; give weight to his intercession. It is no won- 
der^that God does not reject an intercession which 
does such honor to his law and government, and 
niakeshis character appear so glorious in the exercises 
•f mercy to sinners. 

Thus we see how a person of Christ's most excel- 
lent character prepared himself for acting the part of 
an intercessor for sinners ; and the trying scenes he 
voluntarily went through, to qualify himself for so 
weighty and impona»t an office. And all this Was 

Digitized by V>00QIC 



T6 DOCTRINE OF CHAP, VI. 

necessary to render himself acceptable in the eyes of 
the Father, in ch^acter of mediator ; and to gain an 
audiance in a cause of such a nature as that which he 
had undertaken. 



* CHAP. VI. 

Shexving the ends rvhich are ansroered by the suffer- 
ings of Christ; and what is the language and im- 
port of them. 

AS none of the providences of God arc without 
their instruction ; evils and calamities have a language, 
an itnport, as well as other dispensations.' And if 
there be a language in the sufferings which are brought 
on n^ioral bikings, greater degrees of distress and pain 
are more significant than smaller ones ; and expres- 
sive of higher emotions in him who inflicts them. Al- 
though, therefore, it be admitted that the end and im- 
port of the suffermgs of Christ cannot be collected 
merely ivova xhtir greatness : this^ however, is a con- 
sideration which may not be without its use, in inves- ■ 
tigating a subject of so much importance^ Greatness 
of sufferings gives a coloring to things, which is not 
found in smaller degrees of distress : and naturally 
raises and heightens the ideas> both with respect to the 
avenger and the patient. 

Were the sufferings of Christ no more, nor great- 
er, than would naturally and necessarily affect human, 
animal nature, in that trying situation in which he 
was placed, and in which he expired ; they would still 
have a language, an import in them. But were there 
superadded to these, peculiar agonies and distresses, 
this most surprising event ifnmediately puts on a dif- 
ferent hue, and the language of it is written in deepej 
cgjorsf ^^ . r 
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Ik order to n clearer understanding of the design 
and import of the sufferings of Christ, it may be of 
use to attend particularly to the descriptions given of 
them, by the sacred writers ; and the manner in which 
they are represented ; that we may, from thence, be 
enabled to form some estimate of their weight and 
greatness. 

The whole life of Christ, especially his public min-' 
istry, was a scene of labor and suffering : But at the 
close of it his sufferings became much more severe 
and intense. Accordingly, in regard of sufferings^ 
this is spoken of with an emphasis, both by Christ 
and his Apostles. Thus when the Jews laid violent 
hands on the Saviour, he says, " When I was daily 
" with you in the tepnple, ye stretched forth no hands'- 
" against me : hut this is your hour^ and the power of 
" darkness i\y) hereby intimating that now he was in 
a peculiar manner given up into the hands of the pow- 
ers of darkness* For this reaaon it manifestly was . 
that the prospect of what he had to endure when he 
was to make his soul an offering for sin, was so ex- 
tremely trying and affecting to him- This last trying 
and affecting scene appeared to lie with great and pe- 
culiar weight on the Saviour's mind : And he ever 
spoke of it with peculiar feelings and en^atipn. When 
he told his disciples that he came to sea/ftre on the 
earth, he immediately adds, " but I have a baptism 
** to be baptised with, and how am I straiteried till it 
**• it accomplished.^^ (%) Accordingly, when he went 
into the garden where he was taken by his enemies^ 
though just before he possessed the utmost composure, 
he was immediately seized with horror, and said to 
his disciples, " my soul is exceeding sorrowful evefi 
** unpo death ••" And Ais sorrow broke forth into this 
earnest, pathetic cry, " O my Father, if it be possible, 



{y) l^a^ xxii. 53^ ifi) Lukf mil 5a. 
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*• let (bis pup pai&s fmin nie*" But that it oiigjbt not 
|ie thought th^ hi$ spirit i^aakd hitn^ and that his soul 
.shrunk bsck from thc^isuffmn^ it wfts necessary he 
;shou)4 pdar^t.heinimfidiately %dihy ^' the apirii in* 
f* de^ji is willing^ but the^^M is weak, "(a) This 
SCf^ne is pipgbetically.desmbed, by the Psalmist, in 
the following maoner, \^ The sorrows of death com- 
*^ passed me, and th^ pains of hell gat hold upon me ; 
" I found trpuble ^d sorrow* Then I called upon 
*^ the tome of the Lord ; O Lord, I beseech thee, 
" deliver nay souh''(i) One Evangelist relates that, 
upon his coming into the garden, " he begar^ to be 
" sore amazed, and to be very heavy,"(c) And, an- 
other, that upon his earnest cry for deliverance if it 
might be the wiU of God, an Ang.^1 was sent to him 
from heaven, to support and strengthen hira under his 
distresses : And, that he was in agony in his prayer, 
and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood fali* 
ing down to the gro\md*{d) Soon upon this, his ene- 
mies came upon himi being conducted to the place of 
his retirement by one of his professed friends, and 
took him by violence, and carried him before? the ru- 
Ijers where he suffered the grossest indignity and 
abuse. Here he was treated with the utmost derision 
and contempt ; mocked, spit upon, and cruelly smit- 
ten* Finally, after sentence of death had been ppsSed 
ypon him, he was led out of the city, and lik^ the y^ 
lest malefactors nailed to the cross* There after he 
liad hung a number of hours on the acctn:sed tree, and 
fndured the sore reviiings and crueLtaunts of his eae^ 
Dsies ; s|s if given up of God him^elfy in whom he had 
£ver trusted, he pathetically ctics out, " My God». 
V my God, why hast thou forsaken nte .^^'(tf) Upon 
IhiP) nature itself sinking under so dreadful a weight, 
A^ mighty Stedeemer b^ed his sofcowful headland 

ri<«)Matt ziTi. 38, 39» 41. (*) Psalm cxvi. 3, 4w f c) Mark 
liT.33. (<0 Mit wU.43^^. Ce>lis(^,PHxii.#r 
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^ave vp the ghost. The affectuMr descriptiaa gWen us 
by the Paalmkt, of these uttpsraHeled sikTerlngs^ majr ' 
assist us in judging of their nature, and estimating 
their gresMcss. After this mamier riiey are prophet- 
ically described : ^ My God, my God, why hast thou 
^^ forsaken me i why art thmt so far from helping me, 
*^ and from the words of my roaring I O my God, [ 
^^ cry in the day time, bttt tkou heareat net ; and in the 
^ night season, and am not silent. But thou art holy, O 
^^ thou that tnluibitest the praises of Israel. Our fathers 
" trusted in thee, they trusted, and thou didst deliver 
" them» They cried unto thee, and were delivered: 
*^ they trusted in thee, and were not confounded^ But 
^* / am a worm, and no man ; a reproach of men and 
'^ despised of the people. All they that see me, lau^h me 
*' to scorn : they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, 
" saying, he trusted on the Lord that he would deliver 
" him : let him deliver him^ seeing he delighted in 
(t Aim ■ ■ I am poured out like wate^, and all my 
>^ hones are out of joint : ifcfi/ heart is like toax^ it is 
♦^ melted in the midst of my bowels. My strength is 
^^ drieU op like a potsherd : my tongue ckaveth to 
•^ my jaws ; and thou has brought me into the dust of 
.**death."(/) 

; On this description of the sufferings of Christ, we 
temark : 

'. . . • • - 

' . I. That it natumlly repesents his misery aft being 
exceedingly great. Language ean hardly paint ^ 
icene more ftiUoi horror and distress; or represent 
ttiore keen and pungent anguish. No accouni is giv* 
•a us, in any part of the sacred writings, of sufferings 
to be compared with those ot the Lord of glory. AcU 
anitting the description to be just, and without ar figure i 
W.e miuat necessarily suppose that pain aiod sorrow 
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arose to^ 9uch a heigbt^ m the man Jesus Christ, as is 
beyond the power of a «iere human mind to r-eceive. 

2. The above description evidently represents the 
sufferings of Christ aa being pectiharly great, and at- 
tended wi^ some ^ingnHur circumstances which gave 

• an edge to his borrow. Th^ amazement which took 
hdld on him before the arrival of his enemies, the ag- 
ony into which he fell while in the garden, and his re- 
peated and fervent importunities that the cup he was 
about to drink might if possible^ pass from him ; are, 
all indications of evils in prospect, far greater than 
those of a mere separation of soul and body. But 
just before, he^^ippeared with great calmness and com- 
posure, instituting the sacrament of the supper, and 
communing with his disciples in it. But, in a few 
moments, without any visible cause • from any. differ- 
ence of external circumstances, he discovers great, 
perturbation of spirit ; and, was in such agony of mind 
as was too much for nature to bear. This must, cer- 
tainly, have arisen from some invinstble cause ; nor 
can it be accounted for any otherwise than by suppos- 

" tng that it arose from the immediate hand of God; 

• These circumstances would naturally suggest to the 
disciples, that there was something far more trying to 
the mighty Saviour, in that scene of sufferings that 
was before him, than either the mere indignity he euf*- 
fered from men, or the pangs of natural death. The 
pMns of death were, soon «fter, suffered by his disci- 
ples, without any such complaint : And, the prospect 
of suffering death for the sake of Christ, and in hrs 
cause, was so far from being terrifyio^g and distressing 
that it was rather joyful and comforting to them. Ac« 
cordingly, when the Lord sent Ananias to Saul, al- 
terwards called Paul, to perform a miraculous C4ire 

. Kppn hica; he tells him, that this Saul- was a chosen 
vessel unto the Lord, to bear his name among the gcn- 
tUes ji and says, *> I Vitt«hew hici^how great thing* 
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" he must stiff cr for my name's 'sake.*'(^) The strong 
crying and tears, therefore of the Saviour, and the 
mighty agonies into which he fell before his death ; 
together with his most affecting exclamation on' the 
cross, « My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
" me !" when compared with the patience, sereatty 
and fortitude with which his disciples afterward suf- 
fered death for his sake ; must strongly indicate dis- 
tress and pains peculiar to Him xvho made his soul an 
offering' for sin* Be the occasion, or especial rea- 
son of these sufferings what it may, it is nevertheless 
manifest that there was something very peculiar in 
the sufferings themselves ;. and that they Jfiad an un- 
paralleled sharpness in them. What cailNbs more dis- 
honorable to the character, and dignity of Christ, es- 
pecially as he is held forth as the most perfect psbltem 
of meekness, and patience under sufferings f than to 
su{>posc his distress and anguish did not rise |o an 
height far exceeding any thing that was ever endured 
by a mere man ? We have no other way to reconcile 
his bitter cries and complaints, with that patience, that;^ 
quiet resignation for which he is so much celebrated 
in the word of God ; .than by magnifying his sufferings, 
and heightening our ideas .of their weight and great* 
ness. 

3« It is, therefore natural to suppose that the prin« * 
cipal pains endured by the Lord of glory, in that hour 
of darkness, were seated particularly in hi9 wi«^— that 
the views of mind which then possessed him, were far 
more distressing than the pains of meic animal, sensi- 
tive nature. If that forsaking him of God which oc- . 
eastoned his bitter exclamation on the cross, was mere- . 
ly his being given^up into the power of wicked men, » 
to be put to death ; we can still see nothing /more 
dreadful in it, than merely his suffering the pains of \ 

(^).Act8ix.l$. , . 
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dying. We have, therefore, reason to suppose that 
such vieros of things, such a sense of tbe awfid and 
terrible nature of divine wrath, then crouded in upon 
hi no, and filled his pure and holy mind, as quite over- 
whelmed biin with sorrow ; and, were far more In- 
auf>portable than the pangs of natural death. Thus, 
mi^ht lie be said eminently .to be a man . of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief. All the concomitant cir- 
cumstances of his death, especially when eompftred 
with the behavior of his followers under the sufferings 
they endured for his sake, very naturally concur to 
suggest these apprehensions concerning the sufferings • 
of Christ- 

tr 

Having thus taken a view of the sufferings iban" 
athes ^vhich our Lord undcn^-ent : in order to imder- 
stamd the lataguage und importjoi themi we may, in 
the^rst place, consider the hand afid agency of <jod in 
them ; and then, the evidence we have of their being 
expresisions of divine anger* 

I* We may consider the hand and agency of God, 
in the sufferings of Christ. Though (£rist was GW 
as well as mdn^ and it was indeed GOD that was man- 
ifest in flesh ; yet so long as he was in the worM be 
acted in a subordinate* capacity, put on the form of a 
servant, ai^d subjected himself to the will and govern- 
ment of his Father who was in heaven. Christ in im 
whole person, however dignified by being peculiarly 
and enaineiidy the Son. of God, was a seripant and be- 
came obedient. And every event and eireumstance 
^ of his life s^re to be attributed to tbe providential gov- 
emment^and disposal of him who is only Gknl, as their 
cause, as truly and in as high a sense as the events 
and circumstances of the lives of paere men. 

On this ground yft observe, 
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U That GOD- brought on the mvm Jesus Christ, 
all the evils and sufferings which he endured. His 
hand and agency were not less visible, nor his power 
aud pixividence leas active, in bringing sufferings and 
deftth on his on/i/ begotten Son^ than on sinners of man- 
kin 1. Nor indeed was the governing providence of 
God less, concurrent and active, in bringing pnin and 
distresfi on the man Jesus Christ, than it is in bringing 
evils on impenitent sinners, either in this world or the- 
world to come. The flame which consumed the life 
oi the Saviour, was as truly lighted up by the power 
of God ; as that which will torment his enemies, day 
and night, forever and ever. This is manifest, as 
well from the langua^ in which this event is spoken 
of i».the word of God ; as from the nature and rea* 
sonof things. Thus it is said, JEHOVAH laid oh 
htm theiniyuities of us all: And it pleased JEHOVAH 
to bruise him and put him to grief >(h) God also saith, 
by the prophet, relative to this events " Awake, O 
*' sword, against my Shepherd, and against the man 
" that is my fellow, saith. the Lord of hosts : smite 
«' the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered."(i) 
Therefore the Apostle Peter acknowledgeth the death 
of Christ to be the effect of the hand and determinate 
counsel of God: And that though men crucified him 
with wicAed hands^ they nevertheless did no more than 
what the hand and counsel of Godj determined to be 
done.Qt) 

It would be very inconsistent, both with reason, and 
the plain and batural import of these scripture-expres- 
sionSf to suppose that he who is only God, the origin- 
al a<»d supreme Governor of the world, suspended 
even in the least degree; that agency which had hith- 
erto been unremitted and universal ; stept aside, and 
stood as a mere spectator of this horrid scene. If this- 

(A) Uai. liU. 6, la (») Zachari. xiii. r. {k) Acts iv. 28. 
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were the case, how it could before, with propriety, be 
predicted that God s/i&uld smtte, andbrutse^ and put hint 
to grief ; and afterward be acknowledged that his 
sufferings and death were the effects of the hand and 
determinate counsel of God; is not easy to be compre*- 
hended. Were it so that the hand and power of God 
w^rc less active in brtnp^ing those evils on Christ, 
than in any other evils brought on moral beings ; i\ is 
not easy to see why Christ, who, in character of me- 
diator, always considered himself as a servant, and 
acknowledged subjection to God, should yet cry to 
Him for help and deliverance. It is evidenti, there- 
fore, that whatever evils were endured by Christ, w«»re 
from the hand of that God between whom and men he 
acted as mediator : All the sufferings he endured, 
were from ^7* active power and providence ; they 
Were as much from the hand of God, as any evils that 
were ever brought on any of the human race. 

2. All the conduct of God, in his providential 
government over his creatures, is expressive, and hath 
a language in it. None of the providences of God 
arc without meaning ; but are all instructive and stgs- 
nijBcant. They exhibit the same uniform and glorious 
character that is held up in his word. The same pur- 
poses and designs, tlie same most perfect and excel- 
lent disposition, which are expressed in words^ in the 
holy scriptures, are delineated and exemplified in 
factSy in his providential government. The divine 
character is described in words ^ in the sacred oracles ; 
and exhibited in facts in h\^ providence and works. 
And the character itself is not less legible, nor its ex- 
cellencies less visible or conspicuous, in the latter than 
in the former. The real character, the general dispo^ 
sitionof the divine-mind, is not less obvious in what 
he does^ than in what he says : Nor could it easily be 
accounted for that it should be otherwise, while one 
great end of his xrordis^ to explain the reasons of his 
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condncti— tb6 rule of Hm providential govertttnent. 
And as the g^ry of God re^dly appears in the perfect 
correspondence of his actual government^ with those 
Iaws*6f his kingdom which are taught us iki his word ; 
so, every part of the divine conduct toward intelligent 
creatufes, eicpresseth the same general character which 
18 marked out in the promises and threatenings of 
revelatioti. 

' 3. This being the case, it is manifest that there is 
no psirt of the cUvine conduct toward moral creatures, 
but what is expressive, either of his afiprabatioH of 
righteousness^ or hatred of iniqmiy% It is the gloiy 
ef God that he loves righteousness, and hates inlqut* 
ty^ This is absolutely essential to his goodness and 
love. Without t^is, his disposition to promote dhe 
general and the greatest good, could not possibly be 
perfect.' And if such a disposition as this whoUy pos- 
sesses and fills the divine mind) there can be no part 
t>f the divine conduct but what is expressive of it* 
It m^st be that, in all the good, and the evil, which fa« 
i>rings on the subjects of his moral government, he in* 
Varils^ly exhibits this msst pure^and perfect goodness : 
adjusting all his providential dispensations in such a 
manner, and in such perfect w^isdom, as naturally to 
carry the marks of it % and sensibly to express, to ra- 
tional bemgs, 'dthsr his appmbatioh of virtue^ or his 
hatred of vice* 

I'^ts brings us to shoVr^ in the hext place, 

il; TfiTAT the sufferings and death of Christ were 
texpressions of divine angen 

THERfe is nbthitig in th^ word of God to lead us to 
Suppose 'that evils brought on moral beings are taot, in 
every instance, expressive bf divine anger ; but a va- 
riety of things that evidently prove the contrar>'* For, 
H 
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1. The law and the promise of God« secure the in* 
nocent frorii every positive evil, every infelicity which 
doth not necessarily result from the mere natural im? 
perfection of the creature. » The word of God ia full 
of promises to the righteous ; and there is no mention 
any where made of evil, but in case of transgression. 
God blessed our first parents in their estate of inno- 
cency ; and gave not the least intimation of any evU 
that should befall them, unless they rebelled against 
him. Such was the nature of the. covenant, the ten- 
our of the law, under which they were placed, that it 
absolutely secured them from evefy positive evil ; and 
particularly from so great an evil vls natural deaths in 
case they persisted in their obedience. Therefore the 
Apostle considers temporal death as a certain proof 
that the subject of it is a sinner. He says, ^^here- 
** fore as by one man sin entered into the world, and 
>' death by sin ; and so death hath passed upon all 
'** men, for that all have sinned?^(l) As sin brcnigbc 
death into the worlif; so this still gives it universal do- 
: minion.- As it was originally a testimony of divine 
4nger, it still continues to be so. That death is a 
curse is evident from this, if noUiing else, that the 
de£fth of Christ is brought, by the inspired Aposde, as 
a proof that he became a curse.(in) 

BvT it is evident that the law of God secures the 
innocent, not only from deaths but from every other 
positive evil. The Apostle saith, " Now to him that 
** workejtfa^ ts the regard, not reckoned of grace, bilt of 
" debt.''(n) Where the obedience is perfect, the re- 
ward is due by law ; the law, under i^htch*man was 
originally placed, secures it ; and it is not considered 
as an act of grace to confer it. And if the reward 
here spoken of implies a deliverence from' all positive 
evilsy and a security against them ; if it intends a hap- 

(0 Rom. T. 12. (m) See Gi^t. liL 13. (»} Rom* ir. 4. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



69AB. V>1* ATjONEMENT. 87 

piness as coxnplete as the natural imperfection of the 
creature will admit ; then, of course, the law, the es- 
.tablished rule of divine government, certainly secures 
the innocent from every such evil ; and asicertains to 
him all possible good* But if the divine law thus pro- 
tects the innocent, and secures him against evil, then 
all positive evils brought on moral beings, must cer- 
tainly proclaim divine anger, and prove that some in- 
iquity hath taken place. 

If the kw of God. doth not certainly secure the 
innocent from aU evils ; if there are evils to which 
.such may be exposed and subjected, which neverthe- 
less, are not the objects of a curse^ and that too the 
curse of- God's law ; there is no security that they 
who are redeemed by Christ shall ever be delivered 
£rom all evil ; because his redemption is effectual to' 
-deliver only from the curse of the law* Christ hath 
redeemed his people from the curse of the law ; but 
from no other evils than such as they are doomed to 
by- this curse* If, therefore, the law doth not secure 
the innocent from evil and sufferings, neither doth the 
.gQspel^ iht believer. And of course, if natural evils 
^nd sufferings are not invariable testimonies of divine 
displeasure ; we neither should have had any securi- 
ty against them, hadxve remained innocent \ nor can we 
now .obtain any security against them. ^2/ being^ inter- 
estedin the redemption purchased by Christ* Yet we 
find it expressly declared, concerning those who are 
redeemed by Christ, that " God shall wipe away all 
" tears from their eyes ; and there shall be no more 
"ijfeflrM, neither sorrowy nor crying^ neither shall there 
.*^ be any more pain : for the former things are passed 
" away/'(^) Accordingly, 

2. Positive evils, we find, are invariably the suB- 

(*) Rev. j^i.. 4. 
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jects of a threatntng : with these God threatens his 
encniies. There is no evil to which human nature is 
subjected in the present world, or to which men are 
exposed in the future^ but what is comprised in some 
one of the threatnings of the word of God. Therefore, 
though peace and happiness are promised to the right- 
eous, the Lord proclaims, " Wo unto the wicked, it 
^^ shall be ill with him ; for the reward of his hands 
** shall be given him. *'(/>) And, it is of great import- 
ance that we view the subject in this light, in order 
that we may be convinced, that j;he evils we suffer in 
this life, are indeed so many testimonies of God's 
righteous displeasure against us. God never threatens 
evils excepting in the cases of offence ; and, never 
brings evils in the execution of the great and original 
laws of his kingdom but on those who transgress. 
And, if this be true, it manifestly proves that all posH' 
voe evils are certain expressions of divine anger. But^ 

3. The holy Scriptures clearly and very evidently 
teach us that the sufferings and death of Christ were 
expressions of divine anger. By the Prophet Zacha- 
riah, God calls upon his sword to awake against Christ, 
and c6m missions it to take away his life in the folio w- 
wing words, ** Awake, O sword, against my shep- 
«* herd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith 
^ the Lord of hosts : smite the shepherd and the 
«* sheep shall be scattered — .'*([y) That Christ is the 
shepherd here spoken of, is evident from this, that he 
was many times prophesied of under that title ; and 
frequently stiled himself the shepherd^ the true shep' 
herd, while he was upon earth ; and had that title of- 
ten given him, by the Apostles, after his ascension. 
And, that the words under consideration had reference*' 
to the death of Christ, and were an express prediction 
of it, is manifest from the application which he, hiqi'' 

(p) Isai. iL XI4 (q) Zachar. ziiL 7, 
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9elf, makes of them, on the night on which he wa& 
betrayed. When Christ went out to the mount of 
Olives, after the institution of the sacramental $up« 
per, he says to his disciples ^^ All ye shall be offended 
«^ because of me this night ; for it is written^ I will 
^^ smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall 
." be scattered :"(r) And this -we find no where writ- 
ten but in the passage before us. Here, then, Gocl 
calls upon his own sword to awake against Christ, and 
to smite him. And, this is evidently the language, 
the expression, of righteous indignation. God's 
sward is that by which he executes vengeance : As 
xhtjusghdii among the Romans, the sword oi the ci* 
vil magestrate, means his authority to execute punish- 
ments. Therefore the Psalmist saith, ^^ God judgeth 
^^ the righteous, and God is angry with the wicked 
*^ every day« If he turn not« (that is, if the wicked 
^^ turn not,) be (God,) will whet his sword i he hath 
*< bent his bow, and made it ready. He hath also 
^^ prepared for him the instrument of death ; l^e or- 
*' daineth his arrows against the persecutors.'^(4) 
And the apostLe urgeth the fear of the civil magistrate 
pn this consideration that he ^^ beareth not the sword 
^^ in vain, but is the minister of God, a revenger to 
" execute wrath upon him that doeth eviL"(/) Hence 
it is evidenjt that God's sword is used in the execution 
of vengeance : Nor, is it ever made use of in any oth- 
er way. The sword he made use of, when be. smote 
Christ, was more especially, the cruel and p^rfidiouf 
Jews. Accord^gly, we find that David stiles wicke^ 
men God^s suwrd. Thus he prays, " Arise, Q Lor^ 
*' disappoint him, cast him down ; deliver my soul 
*'^ from the wicktd wYtxch v^thy sword.^(u) AMfc^hU 
.prayer, we have reason to suppose, Oavid m^^ in the 
Spirit, persQ^atinj; Christ, of whom he was.an.MUoent 



fe 



) Matt. xxvi. 31. (*) Psalm vii. 11, 13. 
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type. And, the prayer itself is the same, for sub- 
stance, which Christ, in his own person, mad« when 
he cried if it be possible let this cup pass from mr'm 
Thus God made use of wicked men as his sword 
:^ainst Christ, to smite hrm and take away his Kfe. 

In like manner God had, before made use of the As- 
syrians as his rod to correct and chastise the people of 
Israel. In such language as this doth the Prophet 
foretel the evils which God was about to bring upon 
his people by the hand of the proud Assyrians : ** O 
** Assyrian, the rod of mine anger ^ and the staff in 
** their hand is mine indignation, I will send him 
" agstiast an hypocritical nation j and against the people 

** of my wrath will I give him a charge to tread 

** them down like the mire of the streets. "(it) When, 
therefore, God makes use of the same instruments, 
wicked men^ in bringing evil upon Christ that he had, 
again and again, made use of in executing his wrath ; 
when tbey are expressly called hh sword, which is 
never drawn but ■ for the execution of vengeance : 
And, when this sword i6 expressly called up by God 
himself, and commissioned to smite Christ ; the whol;6 
rule and analogy of divine dispensation, and every con* 
corring circumstance, lead Us to view this astonishing 
event as an awful manifestation of divine displeasure.- 
All these considerations being taken fully into viiew, 
if we cannot read the holy anger of God in the death 
ibf Jesus Christ, it will be difficult to determine that 
ikis is written in legible characters, in any m/ that God 
Itas ever yet brought upon men. 

B0T, further, we are expressly toW that Christ was 
made a-turse. TTie Aposde says, *< Christ hath re- 
^ deemed us from the curse of the law, being made a 
*• curse fur us,- for it is written, Cursed is every one 

(«} Iiaiah x. 5» 6. 
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/* that hangeth on a tree."(;^) These words plainly 
suppose that the sufferings of Christ on the tree, 
were a fruit and manifestation of divine anger. For, 

1. The curse thfit Christ suffered, or was made, 
was none other than the curse of God. The words 
which the Apostk qootes in proof of Christ^s being 
made a curse, are these, For he that is^ hanged^ (on a 
tree) is accursed of God. And, if Christ*s being cru- 
cified, and hanged on a tree, are a proof that he was 
made a curse, they are equally a proof that the curse 
which he was made, was the curse of God. For every 
one that was hanged on a tree, was accursed of God : 
Christ's beii^g hung upon a tree was a proof that he 
was made a curse ; and therefore, a proof that, if he 
was made any curse, it was the curse of God-^ii he 
suffered, or endured any curse, he suffered andendu* 
red the curse of God. 

2. We know of no other curse of God, than what 
is threatened in his holy law. God inflicts, or exe- 
cutes, no curses but such as are denounced in his law. 
The holy scriptures, certainly know of no other curse, 
and treat of no other curses that are ever, either de- 
nounced, or executed, by the Deity, than those which 
are penalties of the law, and with which the breakers 
of the law arc threatened. Therefore, 

S. Christ's suffering the cur^ of God, was his 
suffering the curse of the low* If Christ endured 
the curse of God, and the holy scriptures know of no 
other curse of God than the curse of the kw ; it plain- 
ly follows that Christ etidured, or was made, the curse 
of the law. And that it was the curse of the taw that 
Christ was made, is manifestly implied in the words 
under consideration. The Aposde saith that Chnst 

(j») OalatiftM ill. 13. 
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bath redeemed us from the curse of the lawy being 
made a curse for us. He was tfien treating of the 
curse of the law and no other : He had just said that as 
many as are of the works of the law j are under the 
curse. And then asserts, that it is from the cttrse of 
the law that Christ hath redeemed us. From this curse 
Christ redeems his peopk by being made a curse for 
them : Which evidently implies that it was the curse 
of the law that Christ was made. There is not here 
given the least hint of any other curse j nor any thing 
said to lead the thoughts to any other, or suggest the 
most distant idea of any other. And as an evidence 
that Christy who, it was well known, had been hanged 
on a tree, was made a curse ; the Apostle quotes a 
passage from the old testament in which it is assert- 
ed that he who is hanged on a tree is accursed ofGody 
.and applies ii to Christ. This makes it manifest that 
the curse ofGod^ which is the curse ofthelaw^ was laid 
upon Christ : And by his being made this curse^ he 
redeemed his people from the curse of the law. The 
particle ^r, with which the Apostle introduceth the 
text from the Mosaic law, plainly shows that the pas* 
sage is not exegetical^ nor brought with design to ex- 
plain the nature of the curse which Christ was made ; 
but to frove that be was indeed made - a curse* Or 
should it be admitted, (which however there is no rea.- 
son for admitting) that the Apostle designed, in thos^ 
last words, to let us know what the curse was which 
Christ endured ; still it will be e violent that he was 
made a curse in which God manifested his anger: 
And, therefore, that the sufferings and death of Christ 
were indeed expressions of divine anger. It there- 
fore follows, that the scriptures plainly teach us that 
the fruits of divine displeasure were endured by 
Christy especially wheq he hung upon the tree* 

Some have supposed that to represent Christ as cn^ 
during the curse of the lawy wquW necessarily involve 
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in it the idea of his being a sinner^ and of his feeling 
those horrors and that dpspair, which are peculiar to 
laonqrs* And this supposition is founded on an ap- 
prehension that spiritual death is a great, if not prin^ 
cipal part of the curse of the law. But this is a 
supposition quite without foundation* Spiritual deaths 
as the phrase is commonly used, means a person's be- 
ing perfectly under the dominion and power of sin ; 
or to express it in scripture •language, being' dead in 
trespasses and sins : which is the same as his being 
wholly and totally a sinner. But this surely can with 
no propriety be considered as a curse upon the sinner* 
Sin is voluntary ; it is what is chosen by the sinner ; 
and is not the curse itself, but that which exposes to it% 
and incurs it. It would be strange that for commit- 
ting one sin^ which must be a voluntary act, God 
should threaten the sinner with committing another^ 
which must be equally voluntary ; and make Mf« the 
penalty of the former — the curse to be endured for it. 
At this rate, the penalties .of the law could not possi* 
bly be any terror to the sinner* 

The penalties of the law, therefore, must of neces^- 
sity, and in the nature of things, be natural evils^ notf 
moral. By bringing natural evil it is, that God ex* 
presseth bis displeasure against moral. Natural evils 
are punishments, but moral are not : The Jormer^ 
therefore, and only the former, are the sanctions, or 
curses of the law. So that Christ's enduring the 
curse of the law, would by no means imply that he 
was a sinner ; that God was angry with Christ ; or 
that Christ felt those sensations of despair, and those 
horrors of an accusing conscience, which wUl necessa- 
rily accompany, and be a bitter part of the sufferings 
of sinners f when they endure the curse of the law* 

Natural evils which express the anger of God, 
are the curse of the law* Natural evils Chnstsuffen- 
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ed, and those to a high degree. These are all a curs^, 
and the curse of God ; and, evidently represented as 
the curse of the law* And when we consider th^ 
dignity of ihe person, and the excellency of the char- 
acter of Christ ; if the natural evils he suffered from. 
the hand of Ged, were sufficient to express to the 
views of creatures^ as high a degree of divine dis<* 
pleasure, as the natural evils which God brings on the 
sinner himself, when he executes the curse upon him ; 
it can be no reflection upon Christ, nor imply the 
least defect in his character, to consider him as having 
endnred the cur^ of the hw^ and in this sense having 
been made a curse for his people, that tbey might be 
the righteousness of God in htm* 

But it may, perhaps, be here objected, that *♦ Aa 
** Christ was infinitely far from being, himself, an 
"** object of the divine anger ; the natural evils which 
«* were brought upon him were no expressions of di- 
^^ vine displeasure, either against him, or against any 
*^ other person. It may be urged that God, in hia 
" providence, put the Saviour into that trying situation 
>** in which he lived and died, in order to give hi mi 
.** opportunity to exhibit the most exalted virtue, and 
>* display the excellencies and glories of his own chaiv- 
^' acter to the best advantage. And if this were the 
^^ true reason of the sufferings of Christ, the evils 
*^ which he endured were so far from being any ex- 
*' pressions of divine anger, that they were rather 
^^ marks of divine favor : And, therefore, in all the 
^* sufferings that Christ endured, great and terrible as 
*^ they are, we can behold nothing more than markp 
** of favor and honor to the person of Christ." . 

In answer to this objecMon it may he replied, that 
the idea of the end of Christ's sufferings contained in 
the objection before us, however natural it may be 
ihaught to be in itself, is fsu- from corre^ionding with 
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die repr^eotsttkyBS giTen of it by the inspired writers^ 
The Scriptures teach us that God's sword was awa* 
kened and drawn against Christ— that he was made a 
curst r «nd that ^b ciirse was the curse of Gad* Hers 
he is represented as being made a sin-ojering-^'^xn^ 
bruised and put to grief by Jehovahy and wounded for 
our transgressions* And this is language never made 
'Use-of in the holy 8crit)tures, to paint divine compla- 
cency and favor. Swords are not drawn against any 
one for aiYV other purpose than that of expressing dis- 
pleasure. Favors are not usually centered at the 
point of the sword. And if the evils which were 
brought on Christ, are to be considered in no other 
light than that of divine favors to the person who suf- 
fered; we can see no propriety in their being called a 
curse^ the lurse ofGod^ &c. If the sufferings of Christ 
4irerep6nly marks of divine favor^ and as it were the 
p^t of honor given to the great Captain of salvation \ 
4his idea would have been much more easy and natu- 
rally conve^^ed by other and very different expressions 
from those that are made use of in the sacred writings* 
It is hard to see how this would authorize us to con- 
4Ader Christ ad beifig mad^ a €f/r«r, and being pierced 
by God^s sword, the sword of divine vengeance. The 
post of honor is never considered as the curse of him 
mho appoints to it : especially when that appointnient 
is a mark if distinction and Jfavor* And if the curse 
which Christ was made is not a token of divine an- 
ger ; if the sword of God whidf.-^was awakened and 
dravm againnt Christy and which ^tually executed 
'biili, and Hook away his life ; did not express divine 
•ttoger ; a doubt' may immediately ari»e whether God's 
curse in my case whatever, really expredseth anger. 
If, in that tase> it expressed nothing noore than kind 
|)urposes Doward the Saviour, where will be the evi- 
dence thaii, in any other case, it; expresseth any thing 
more than kind, benevolent purposes toward the suf- 
ferer ? If the cUtH ofGod^jthe &$rse of the laUfi when 
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laid up<Mi CfiHst, wa!inomarkof divine displeasure f 
no evils, no sufferings whatever, merely from their 
being the curse of God, and the cutsc of the I«w,will 
esihibit divine anger. And of course the fcurses, the 
sanctions of the law:, do not hold out divine indi|^na« 
tionto vie^ir. 

• Thb word of 'Gad, is the authority by which* we are 
to determine, both the tnd and the import of the suf- 
ferings of Christ. • And, when we are here taught that 
Christ, in dyin]^, was madea cf/rtfe— that he was made 
80 by Jehovah— ithat this curse which he Was' made 
was the^wr*^ of Gad; if the curses of God^ and of his 
law, hold out anger and indignation to~ view, it cannot 
consistently 6e denied that the sufferings and death of 
Christ were indeed expressions of divine anger. Ac» 
cordingly, the redemption of Christ's people isxon* 
stantly and abundantly attributed, 'in the hoiy iserip* 
tures, to the suffering's^ the deaths tht blood oi the Sa(<» 
viour ; and, by his being made a cursc^ arc the}f re*- 
deemed from the curse of the law.* ' 

F^ETBER ; in t^onfifmation of thisvreW 6i the suff- 
erings of Chri&t,' as being expre«siv»e of theang^rCfP 
€k>d against sin, it is worthy of notice that the Virtue 
*)f his atonement is constantly set to the score of hh 
'Bufferings^ both by Christ himself, and by bis apostles. 
Thus Christ says, **'As Moses lifted up the serpent 
**in'the wildertiess^fc^veti so hiust the Son of man hi 
^lifted up; that whosoever belie veth on him should 
*• not perish, but have eternal life, "(y) Again; ^* And 
** I if I he lifted up from tht earthy Will draw aB tt\tn 
J'* tmto tne.*^2;)?When hisdiscipfe^ vrerc Confounded 
fen seing hirti whom they believed lb be the Messiali 
suffer death f immediately after his resurrection h0 
ireprotres them iif^he following manner, ^* Ofooh) and 

ty) J<An in. IM 15. <*r) John xti: ». i 
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>< d^w of hMH lo*Mielre mB tlHil tht pt^tub 4laV€ 
'« spdken. Ou{^ not Christ to have sujffited these 
«« things^ And he said unto them. These aire the 
"(( ivords which I apake unto you while I wa[ft yet with 
^^ you, that all things must be fulfilled which were 
^^ writtaniii the law of Moses, and in the ptopheta^ 
^ and m the psahns concerning me. And %Ad ^itUft 
** them, thus it is written, fttid mus it i&hoved Christ 19 
** sujf^r and to rise from the dead on the third day.^'r*^ 
Accordingly, the efficacy of the atonement made oy 
Christ is constantly represented as being in hts bhod* 
iSpeakingof Christ, the Apostle says, *^ In whom we 
** have redemption througH his blocd^ the for^etiess 
** of sins, according to the riches of his grace/'(i) 
And, the Apo'sde again satth that . *^ wkhout sfheddin^ 
** of blood there is no remi8sion."(c) Therefore it is 
that ^* the Uood of Christ cleanseth from all sin :"(</) 
And, the robes of saints aire said to be made tphite in 
the Uoodof the Lamb:{€) 

Christ's obedience utito death was infinitely pleas^ 
ii|g to the Fa^er^ and^ as.ha^ been before observed^ 
>of infinite importance. Without thts^ his sufferings 
and death could have been no atonement for sin. And, 
for his obedience unto death it is that ^e is highly ex- 
alted, and hath a name given him which is above every 
siame.(y*) Yet the obedience of Christ, imp(M*taBt 
and glorious as it was> is never once spbkmi of iss 
making atonement ; Nor, are his disciples ever Te>- 
presented as being purged siikd saved by his ^^tuRence; 
iUutf invariably, by his biood^ his suffei it^s and dea^ 

Now, if the whole efficacy of the death of Christ as 
sm atonement for the sins of the worlds consisted ia 
the perfection of his fierssmxl obediende i we know not 
jhpw to accolint for it that this efficacy of it to cleanse 

fa) Luke txiv. 25, 26, 44, 46. (b) Ephes. i. 7. (c) Heb. ix. 22. 
y)Johiii.7. (e)Kwvu.l4. (/) FUU. ii. «, 9. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I 



96 DOCTEXNE'V ,CaAF. Vfc 

■» 

from sin, shouldbe cons^ntly represented in figura'- 
tive language, and that too, when the idea of. the per^ 
fection of this obedience is not, at all* heightened by 
the figure made use of to express it ; but would have 
been, at least, as perfectly clear and intelligible, had it 
been sard that his people were redeemed by htsobedi' 
.ence unto death. Figurative language is not made use 
,of, in the holy scriptures, unless it be where the ideas 
to be conveyed by it, are designed to be less obvious 
than if expressed in plainer terms j or, with a view- 
to give them greater clearness and perspicuity. But, 
if the sufferings and death of the Saviour werb of nb 
other importance, as an atonement for . sin, than as ^ 
testimony of the perfection and height of his obedi- 
ence ; it is hard to be accounted for, that the holy 
Ghost should constantly represent the efficacy . of the 
atonement as being in the deaths the ihod of Christ i 
And much more so, that he should speak of Christy 
being a sin-offering'^ ^tnd his death as being a cutser-^ 
the curse of God^ and the effect of God^s sword drawn 
against him^ and commissioned to smite and exedute 
him ; and, in this way represent Christ as falUi^ga 
victim to divine justice. 

TntSE considerations^ it is apprehended, sufficient^ 
ly show that there was some further end to be answer- 
ed by the sufferings and death of Ch fist than a mere 
exhibition oj the strength and perfection of his personal 
obedience ■: And, that this^ would by no means war- 
rant that mode of expression which is frequently an4 
abundantly made use of, by the inspired writers, iji 
treating this important subject. To suppose that the 
death oJ Christ answered no other end than .to illus- 
trate his obedience, would, certainly, imply that the 
figures tftade use of in representing it, are bold and 
atrohg beyond any parallel to be found in the wholfe 
word of God ; and that the images glow in colors in 
which it was never designed they should be viewed. 
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While, on the other hand, the foregoing observatione^ 
as would be but natural to suppose, was in fact the 
case, evidently bring into view the FATHER as sit- 
ting to hold the rights of goverpnaent, while the SON 
\iras acting the part of a servant ; and having himself 
:^ glorious and awfully majestic part to act, while ^ 
sin-offering is made by Christ, we behold the high and 
holy character of HIM to whom it is made ; and, 
see the awful manifestations of that divine displeasure, 
tiie exhibitions of which can no more be suppressed, 
^han God himself can cease to be infinitely holy ; or 
can be restrained from expressing, in his government 
over a fallen world. 



CHAP. VII. 

Jn which it is shown that the anger of Cod which ap- 
' feared^ and was expressed^ in the sufferings of 
' Christ ; was really against sinners, 

SOME have apprehended that it is impossible the 
' Bufferings of an innocent person, should express an- 
ger against the guilty ; And, on this ground have 
supposed it absurd to consider Christ as, in s^ny sense, 
a substitute^ in his sufferings, for sinners. Therefore 
against the idea of atonement being made by the 
sufferings of Christ, it is objected that "we cannot 
" comprehend how the punishment, or sufferings of 
•* an innocent person^ shoqld express displeasure 
** against the guilty." 

This objection implies that it is essential to the 
character of God, that in his providential govern- 
Bient, he should treat every one according to his own 
character and deserts : And that as far as natural good 
and evil, brought on moral beings, express the divine 
approbation, or the contrary ; the glory of God, and 
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the rectitude of bia government fequires that he cQ««t 
hv only ^tfj^tf on the righteous, and evif <m the vU 
cious. On thi» hypothes»t therefcnre, either one or- 
the o^her of the foUowing tbinga ^luat b^ tru^ : vix. 

1* That it is ioconaisteni with the character of 
God, and th^ re€tkude i^nd glory of his government, 
to exercise merc^ to sinners, kt debymng them fronv. 
the natural evils their sins deserve, for, according 
to the objection before us, in the rewards and punish^ 
ments of the future world, God only expresseth his • 
' ;^)f>robation aod disapprobation of- the several charac<^ 
ters of the different persons who ajro the subjects oh 
them. If it be impossible for God to express displeas'- - 
ure against sinnersy by bringing natural evil on Christ r 
it must be equally imfiosstUe for <^od to express ap* * 
probation ot the character of Christy by conferring^ 
natural good on sinners^ If God can intelligibly ex<t 
firess his approbation of the obedience of Christ by con- « 
ferring blessings on sinners j he can intelligibly ex- - 
press his abhorrence of the disobedience of men, by 
laying the curse on Christ. The objection supposcth 
it absurd that there should be an interchange of per-: *" 
sons, between Christ and sinners^ as to the blessing. 
and the ctirse of obedience and the reverse.. And if 
this be absurd, the station of sinners is not to be^ 
considered as the reward of Chrisi^s obedience; but 
of their own penitei^ce and return to their duty. And»* 
consequently the design of Christ's coming into the 
world, could be no more than to bring the goiid new^ 
Aat ptnitence shall obtain pardon ; and of hia^ death^' 
to seal the truth of it with his blood, On this supposi-- 
tion aJI the biasings: that will ever be conferee! on the' 
followers of Christ, in the future world, are to be con**.* 
sidered only as so many marks of |he iKvine approba* 
tion of their i;haracters : And, ther* is no othet roei i« 
torious cause of the salvation of sinners, than theu 
own genitenct; a»d ceiMcn,tft theij- d^ty* Tto* \% i% 
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tmj to ^ee^ al opcf «W5lude> e^wry idesi qf gpspel 

mcrcf/^ anj of the ineriipripus righteot|$»eft9. of vhriat^ 
a3 a gcpupd of the. salvatioa of singers* If the salva- 
tioQ. of $iqi^rs be only sk reward cf their oirn. peni- 
tence and obedience, all idea« of gosp€,l'grace , arc, 
ivholly excluded* for^ it is a maxim of the gospel tljat, 
tp him that xvorkethy thi^ r^^ard is not reckoned, of 
gracc^ but ojf d.cbt.(5')^ 

If it be essential to the glory of Gad that^, in. th^ 
good, and evil be brings on his creatures, he should tre^t 
every ope according to his deserts : the consequenc^Q 
U. that, in his providential government in dispensing 
blessings and evils, he never doth, in fact, express any 
displeasure, in any \y;ay %yhateyer, against those vv^ho, 
are vessels of mercy. From no natural eyil whate,y er, 
no adversity or s^ufferings, arc we authorised to con- 
clude that there is, or ever was, in the diyme mind,, 
the least displeasure against them for any sin they ever 
committed against God. 

On, this suppo^iy^on it is manifest that it i)s not es- 
sential to. thie glory pf Qpd, and the rectitude of that 
governn^ent which he is actually e3j,erci%ing over men,, 
tl^iat he ^ver should exp^e^ss displeasure against us, for, 
a^}r of qui: CQi^dujCt, by bringing natural evil upon us* 
For, if, in ^onjiistcncy with the rectitude o^ this gov- 
ctnroeQt, he no^ay say^. a p.ar,t o£ the hun^an jrace with- 
oujt e:;tpre.s^iQg bis di^approfaat^oa pf their conduct b^^^ 
any natural eviU toliat^er ; it is eyident that the '^loV 
TY qS this government could not be sulfie^, nor ttie rec-^ 
titude oi it rendered suspic^us, by a ^tal suspension 
of punishmer^ts : And? nptwithstapdin^ ^A^^f wicked- 
ness thii,t ha^ tsiken place ; the divine government ma^ 
appear perleftly^equat ati4 elprious, i( no sipuei^ |>e ^r^ 
Cf punished. 



it) ]R.om. iv. 4. 
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2. If It be admitted that it is essential t6 the glory 
of God, and the rectitude of his government, that his 
anger he in some way expressed, in his providence, 
against the wickedness of those whom he pardons 
an I saves, the objection before us must imply that 
divine anger against the sins of men, may be mani« 
fested to a degree fully sufficient 16 support the honor 
of the government of God, without any natural evils. 
The objection supposes that the natural evils brought 
on Christ did not express divine anger against the 
sins of men ; And, that^ for this obvious reason, that 
the punishment, or sufferings of an innocent person, 
cannot express displeasure against the guilty. If, 
therefore, these natural evils which were brought on 
the person of Christ, were not expressions of divine 
anger against the sins of men ; they did not in any 
xvay express divine anger : because, it is on all hands * 
admitted that they expressed no degree of anger 
against Christ. 

If, then, in the sufferings and death of Christ, God 
expressed no displeasure against the wickedness of 
the world : it is manifest that, by no natural evils 
whatever doth he express anger against sinners whom 
he pardons and saves. And therefore, whatever be 
the rebellion and^ wickedness of men, the honor and 
rectitude of divine government by no means inter a 
necessity of natural evils ; but, the glory and dignity 
of the character of God tnay be fully supported with- 
out the execution of punishmeiats. 

If, in the sufferings and death of Christ, God ex- 
pressed any degree of anger whatever ; it must have 
been against sinners : because, no degree of it existed 
against Clirist. But if, on the other hand, the natu- 
ral evils endured by the Saviour, were no expressions 
of div inc anger ; it most clearly follows that God may, 
consistently with the rectitude and glory of his gov- 
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emnient, pardon and save sinners without expressing 
by natural evtis any degree of displeasure against them 
for their sins. And, if God may do this consistently 
with the rectitude and glory of his government ; he 
may, also, consistently with the maro/ /aw, which is 
the great rule of his moral government. For, what- 
ever God may do consistently with the honor of his 
g-overnmenty he may also do, consistently with the 
honor of his law : And, of course, the law itself doth 
not require that the sinner should be punished* So 
long, therefore, as we believe that, neither the gloty 
of the divine character, the rectitude of his govern- 
ment, nor the honor of his law, require that sinners 
should be punished ; we cannot possibly, with the 
least reason, entertain any fears or expectations of fu- 
ture punishment : but, must, of necessity, view all 
the awful threatnings of the law only as so many 
scare-crows held out to terrify weak minds. 

These arc the obvious and necessary consequences 
of denying the necessity of punishments^ in the divine 
government, when moral evil hath actually taken place*. 
To this conclusion will the sentiment that God may 
consistently pardon and save sinners without express- 
ing, by any natural evils y his displeasure against them, 
evidently lead, and, in this will it manifestly termi- 
nate. 

' But, if it be granted, on the other hand, that the 
honor of the divine government forbids that sinners 
should be pardoned and saved without God's express- 
ing in some way, by natural evils^ his righteous dis- 
pleasure against them, for their sins ; it must of 
course be that this displeasure be expresssed by natu- 
ral evils brought on an innocent person : because the 
salvation in question, is from such and only from such. 
natural evils as the sinner deserves. If this displeas- 
ure be expressed by naturjji evils trought on the sin- 
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n^r khuelfi the. dinner then U.np^^mwflf. It muit, of- 
necesfUy, be thereforei. that if it be eiKpressed b y nat- 
ural eviU brought on any one^ U mi4lt be,, by. their be- 
iDg brought ^<v one ipAo- i4^ n^i < ^nt^n : Avd, there-, 
fore, displeasure ag^n8jtthe.$'ui/iry^i9rejy>re«sed by su£- 
f^riog^ bcQUght c^i. th^ i»wcsi^ 

To.sa)$, therefore, that displeasure^ ag^n^t the ^rm/- 
fy^ caimot be expres&ec^ b^ qvIU brou^t qq; an inn^r 
ccn4 person^ at once denies, either the necessity of pun- 
ishment; or room £6r pardoiv e'er if it be es^mial 
to the glory of Qod, Uiat he. ei^press displeasure 
against wicjtedn/es^^z/ a/H^i naiur'Cil ev'iU ; these evils 
must be endured, either hyxkic guilty^ or by some one 
who is innocent* If they are^ endured,, by the wicked 
themselij^es, the sinoei; is not^ yea cannot be paxdoncd. 
If the sinner be pardoned, and th^e displeasure of God. 
nevertheless expressed. in mUun^cvU^ ^ it must of ne<p 
ctssity be that this is done in natural evils braught on 
one who is inn^mt» Thus evidently doth the ofcgec- 
tion mder consideration deny any. necessity, arising . 
either from the law, qr die cbairacter. of Ood, that sin« 
Qi^rs should evep he pu^shed ; <^ it denies that sin- 
ners of mankind wi}l ever be ddiv^ced from that pun- 
ishment which is their j\i%| de§ci;t 9Coprdi^g tp th« 
t^or of the divii^ ^w* 

But it, may perhaps be denied that either of these 
cQnsei|uences are involved in the sentiment that Uie 
finger of Gad ag^n^t the Vftchiji cannot b^ eocpr^asecl 
in tjic ^ugarxnga ^Jfonc Vfho in righteous. It oiay be : 
\iffitd that *^ a^ the pbediwcc of Christ, ^spe^^alljt' 
** under very heavy and severe trials, caressed a very »' 
«« high degree of loxe to boJincs^ ; this of course, e%z ^ 
^ hibited a propurttoqahle aversion fKom sin. And aa . 
«♦ Christ was Gjo4ma^ifi^^ i^ fbejesi,, whatever hatred : 
** and aversions were expressed ojf him» wtre the ha- , 
•* w^dr-ilw? ai^i^pn^ i;)i(GQCU Awi^^W<Qt;« ^¥'^ • 
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^ hatred of smfoily wffemed and was esprcHed m 
*» Ae cbaS^nee of Christ.r His acting uaiformlf 
*^ agaiast the causa of sin, veiy BamraHy aad ntcessa^ 
*^ rily tjft€S9cd hU di»|;4easttre agiunst the sbner." 

But in reply to this reasoning it m^y be obaenred ; 

1. TaA.T the objector, in taking iMe eourae^ spHts 
.ttpoQ the very rock he naeans to* avoid. It is urge4 
that the sjuppositioo, that the£9pleasuPeofGodagainet' 
the wieied^ cannot ie^secn in the mffsrmgB of an intio^ 
ytnt person^ implies, either that the wicked will be 
uniTersally punished ; or, that the chstracter and law* 
of God do not require that God's displeasure againsl' 
the wicked should ever be expressed in any mOurdh 
rnloj 4viy^ mgeringM^ whatever* 1 h^ argui^ent before^ 
us 2|d]||its that the divine being m^ay so act against sin,; 
and oppose it in such a manner in his own conduct^ zs- 
to render ' puns9hmonto unnecessary : Or, at least to^ 
render it ccmsistent with the spirit of the law to for«> 
ff:ve penitents without ei^pressing byi natural evils^ vtnf 
d^ispleasure against them for their sins* But if Goid^ 
Q9ay forgive stfintf sinners^ without testifying his aiiget^ 
s^ainst them by natural e^ls \ it is di Acult to sec whjj^ 
he may not n/A If the honor, of the divine law rs^p 
bp so supported without naturol^ fwk% as to make it: 
consistent with the character of the governor .of thoi 
worid^ to exercise his grace in bringing some to re* 
pentaoce, and. then forgiving them ; we scse* not why 
it may not aO* We can see no other objection against^ 
the ssdvation ol' aU than this, vis* That the characte^ 
an^l conduct of God could not appear to harmonise • 
with his perfect l^\w, unless he expressed displeasure 
against the rebellion of men by natural evilL Bpt 
the argument which pleads, that God*s diS|deasuFe is 
stiffiaently expressed, to answer the purposes oi law 
and governmem, in the obedience of Christ, removes 
tbisobjectio»%- And^.thw^tosiiitVinph^dthatthehonr* 
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or of God*s lavv and moral government may be sup-[ 
ported without the execution of punishments : At 
least, that there is no necessity of God's testifying^ 
against the wickedness of men by natural evils^ iii or- 

. .der to its being consistent with his character to pardoi;» 

' ^d save sintiera* 

2, It may justly be scrupled whether it can| with 
propriety, be said that the holy and obedient life of 
Christ expressed any divine displeasure against meii 

. for their sins : — At least, atiy disposition, in the di- ^ 
vine mind, to punish men for their sins. ** God sent . 
^* not his Son into the world to condemn the world ; 
•* but that the world through him might be saved/'(^) 
Christ's disposition to oheii the law, vf^s acted out and 
expressed in his life on earth. And whatever reasons . 
thefe might be, from any considerations, to suppose 
he entertained a disposition within himself to ptmtsh 
sinners ; still his own personal obedience to the law 
, did not express it; in this it was not acted out in its , 

proper and natural fr^fts. This disposition of the di- 
"^ vine redeemer remains to be exhibited and displayed 
^^. —.^ on another day. And if there were no other expres* 
ston of divine displeasure against sin necessary, than 
t!m / iVe have no reason to expect that any other ex- 
pression of it will, in fact, be ever made. Accord- 
ingly* 

3. If God*s being manifest in flesh, and acting 
against the cause of sin in a holy and obedient life, and 
Subduing the power of it in his people, be all the way 
in which it is necessary his anger against sin should be 
expressed ; we have abundant reason to conclude, that 
neither the spirit of the law, nor the honour of the 
divine government require it should ever be expfes-. 
sed in any other way. And therefore punishments 

(^) John Ui. 17 f 
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are far from being necessary under the divine govern- 
menu For, on this hypothesis, God would appear tl> 
act more decidedly and completely against the cause 
.of sin^ and so of course express higher displeasurt 
against it, by wholly eradicating it out of the heart of 
every moral being, and setting all his creatures above 
the reach of natural evil* 

• These are but the riatui'al and obvious consequen- 
ces of the opinion that the displeasure of God against 
men, for their sins, was not expressed in the suffer* 
ings and death of Christ* 

As an evidence that the sufferhigs oi Christ wefe 
exprressions of divine anger against men for their sins 5 
it is to b6 observed, 

^ !• That these sufferings wtre in reality, expres- 
sions of divine anger; These were a curse^ the curhe 
of Gotiy which can, in the nature of things, be no oth- 
er thdn an expression of angerw ' The sword of God, 
the sword of divine justice, was called up, and coni«r 
missioned against Christ ; and smote, and took away^ 
his life* ' But it is unnecessary to repeat what has beeii 
said on this subject in a Iformer chapter* We pro- 
ceed, 

2* To observe that the aftgcr of God which appear- 
ed and was expressed in the sufferings of Christy 
ctiuld not be against the person of the Saviour. Chrisi; 
always did those things that pleased the Father. (^) 
He is God's beloved Son in whom he is well pleased, (i) 
How often was the voice of God heard from heaven, 
declaring concerning Christ, while h^ was on earthy 
** This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleas* 
" cd."(>t) Never did the Father view this Son of his 



(f 



(h) John viii. 29. (1) Matt. xii. IS* (i) Matt. iii. 17, and xvii. 5. 
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hmt wiA jy l wief o^mfhocngr atid dciii^fat, chaa.wkcm 
<|ie .yritt making his soul an ofi^ricig for «in : And Qfin- 
«r did ke feel » .more infinite teadetmesii forii]jti,tliitti 
.^hiie he was wounding hijh for ^ar traoi^iresaioai, 

3. GbD is invariably dis{^lei6cd dt stti; amd, li^ 
iiever has the least degree of anger against any of his 
^mrealnrea, hut 4f;tftrr& The law of God, which ex* 
Tfuressetb his ver^ mind and toiU^ xtirseth thckse^ and 

only those, veho continue not in all things writteii.in 
the book of it, to do them. When any of God's crea- 
tures commit sin^ they provoke his anger. But, where 
there is no sin, it ean^iot be that God is offended. And^ 
SM God is angry with the wicbed every day ;(/) every 
exhibition of divine anger must b^ against sinners. .. 

4. It is evident, And is getierally confessed, that 
Jtbe h^ppy and blessed fruity of Chrisi^s glorioUs riffht^ 
emtisn^sSf are copfered upon 4imfr$ of mankind^ and 
jcnjoyed by them* The Apostle saith, >* as by the of- 
^^ fenee of one, judgment came upon all men unto cqq- 
" deijination ; evep so by the righteousness of ope, 
*^ the free gift i;m^p upon all men unto justification qf 
** life, Foi:, as by one man^s disobedience, many were 
" made sinners ; so by the obedience of one, shall 
** many be made righteous.*'(m) And this one per* 
f^n, by whose, righteousness the free gift comes upon 
inen to justification ^f life, the connection of the Apos- 
tle's discourse evidently proves to be the Lord jf ems 
Christ. *^ Therefore" he says again, « by the deeds tf 
** the law there 6hall ho flesh be justified in his sight: 
^^ for by the law is the knowledge of sin. But noiy 
^^ the rightesusnfss of God without the faw is iiiatufea- 
*^ ted, being witnessed by the law ahd the prophets ; 
" even the righteousness of God/wbich is by /<fith of 

(0 Ps. itVL, \y (mj Rom, v. IS, 19, 
\ 
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*« ^esus Christ tmto all, and upon all theih that be- 
■ ** licve.*'(«) These passages, with many others in 
-the Scriptures, make it evident that sinners of man* 
kind receive and enjoy the rewards, the happy fruits 
of the righteousness of Christ : And, that the benefits 
of his righteousness arc, of grace, bestowed upon sin- 
ners. This is the true and only proper import of the 
'ifhptUation of Christ's righteousness to believers—*-— 
This is to hav^e his righteousness imputed to them ; for 
thefn to receive and enjoy the benefits, the happy 
fruits of it. 

A»D to these c6nside)-ationB, the frequent ami ex- 
press declarations of the word of God respecting the 
end of the iufferirigs of Christ, can there be any re- 
maining doubt whether the displeasure of God which 
was exhibited in them, were against sinners ? No 
point can be made more evident by express divine dec- 
larations than this. Here, we are told that Christ 
" was made under the law, that he might redeem them 
"that are under the law, that they might receive the 
** adoption of sons.'Vo) Here, we are taught that 
Christ united himseU to hispeople, by a strong and 
invincible love, that he might recover and save them. 
The nearness of his relation to his people, and the in- 
timacy of the union which subsists between them, are 
such as to require the strongest similitudes, the bold- 
est metaphors, to express them. He is the vine of 
which they are the branches :(J)) the husband o( whom 
the church ts the spouse .-(y) the head of which his peo- - 

lie are the iodi/ ; even so that they are members of 

xsjleshj and of his bones.(r) 



hi 



This is the relation in which we are taught, by the 
unerring oracles of truth, that Christ stands to his peo- 

(n) Rom. iii. 20,22. (o) Galat ir. 4^5w (/») John xv. 5. 
(f> Uftiah liv. 5, 6; (r) EpfieaiAns v. 30. ' 

K 
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pk. And, ^tandinjB^ in t&is re^lijttimi to them; it isvex*^ 
presftly declared by the Spirit of tritfh, that he was 
wounded iot their tran^^enwns^ and.bruised for th^r, 
iniquities :(s) that, he was mi^e a curse fsr them :{t) 
that, he was delivered, (that is to death,) for our of- 
fences :{u) that, he was ^nce offered. to hear tke sins of 
many ;(w) and, that he bore our sins on the tree,(*') 
It is expressly asserted that Christ died for the ungvd' 
/(/—that he died for us :(y) that, he suffered for the 
tmjust^ that he might bring them to. God :(2) that, he 
was sacrificed for us. (a) And, to close the whole, 
Christ himself tells us that he came to give his life a 
ranssmfor many ; and was the good sijepherd who iaid 
doxun his life for the sheep,(h) ^ 

Beside the very unscriptural conr$cqtientes which 
necessarily flow from a demal of the j^ssibility that 
the anger of God against sinners should appear and 
be expressed in the stiff erings of an innocent person / 
these passages ot scripture, together with the observa- 
tions immediateiy preceding, are so many concurring 
proofs, VLXsA unequivocal testimonies that, in thesufFer- 
mgs of Christ, this^as in fact the case. And^ all the 
mighty power which Christ displayed while on earth ; 
every miracle that he wrought ; and, more still, if 
possible, his triumphant resurrection and ascension to 
glory ; together with all the marvellous eiFect«of it, 
which have since appeared upon earth ; are so many 
additional testimonies, so many irrefragable proofs 
that the righteous displeasure of God, which shone in 
the sufferings of the Saviour^ had really, for its object, 
the sins of men, • , ;. 

Ir, the Deity himself had been about ^o contrive 
the most effectual means for giving conviction, to all 

(•) Isaiah liii. 5. (*) Galat. iii. 13. {u) Romans Iv. 25. 
, [to] Heb. ix. 28. [^3 1 Peter ii. $4t [j/j Romans v. 6,. 8: 
'■kI I Peter iii. 18. [a] 1 Cor v. 7. ; [*] John x. 11, 15, ^ * 
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ereatttres, that tlse anfger ^w^bteh boitiei} in the sn firings 
of his iiearSon^ wns not agaiimt him^ but Against ^inftil 
mens WhatccoikDhe Haye-'done more^ what more ef*^ 
fectualmetfaaii icouhi fae'^haH talcen, to asceFtain ^uch 
a triubf Tcsee tlie fruks of diviiie aftger tilight upon 
the immaculate Lamb of God, when he came to de- 
Ih'er his peofde from the power of sin, and- from the 
wr»th aiid ctxrse of God ; and, then, • bfe hold the peo- 
ple- of Christ, who are themselves ii^fintrelj goi)t}^ 
reapKng:the happy fruits 6F divine rigliteoustiesft ; to 
# strongly indicates, in itself, an interchange of persons^ 
between Chri» and his peofde, as to sQfferings and re^ 
mtxrA%i as iKirdly leaves- room for a doubt whether this 
weve really the case. Usder tkitse circumstaneeSy the 
express declarations of the Word of God must, surely 
be'^sttffieiem tO' put the 'matter out of all dispute ; an<^ 
leavefutir conviction in -every candid mtiid, that tht 
'Btiffertng& qfCkpUi'mi^r^\f in reafoy, expt^ssions of di^ 
viae displeaBure agiMutisrtnfor their ^hm , 

BOT, to dA this it is objected that " The rtiles of 
** WjfWeusnr^r* never' ftdmift, that ^^hmoceni ahotild 
<• be punished for the guilty* If, ai& Abrahtm^ the 
<< &tber of the faithful^ reasoned, that it be far fronft 
^ 6od t6 sky the rightem3i> with th& xokk&d^ an«*, 
^y tlij^ the righteous sAouU ke a^thet»iuked: (c) muck 
>^.fartber must it be from God to sky the rigliteoui^ 
««wl«nrf of- the wicked." 

Tills objectiony it is to b^ e^Mierved, as weM as those 
to> which w^have before been attending, supposes that, 
if ^me/ punishments are necessary in the divine gov- 
ernment, they must be laid only on the guilty ; if it 
be necessary that God express ai^ger by any natural 
evilsy they must be inflicted on those who deserve 
ibei?S»: And| therefore, if it be consistent with the 

(«) Crcaesls xviii.'25. 
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divine rcctilock in any instimce to pardon the sinner, 
it must be that, the rectitude of divine government 
does not require that the anger of God against sinners 
shouLi ever be expressed by natural ^i/r .* And, con^ 
fequently, that the lam of God doth net require it. 

This objection, at least, supposeth that the law of 
God doth not require that in every instance he should 
express displeasure against sinners by inflicting natu- 
ral evils upon them : and therefore, that there is not 
a disposition in the divine mind, that could ever be tru*. 
ly and properly delineated in this way. But, if the 
law and character of God do not require that this 
should be done in every instance^ we cannot see with 
what propriety it should be done in any* And, if thia 
be the case, we may fairly conclude it never would 
have been done^ even if Christ had not come into the 
world* According to this hypothesis, therefore, we 
must suppose that the true end of the coming of Christ 
was to relieve the minds of men from those unneces* 
aary fears which the law of God, unless smoothed and 
softened by some milder and more generous dispensa- 
tion, would necessarily beget in them. But if this 
were the true design of the coming of Christ, it is 
,difficult to see how it could with propriety beproph* 
esied of him, that be should magnify the law and 
maie it honoraile; (</) and how this could be a ground 
of God's being well pleased for his righteousness? 
sake. Surtly the Saviour himself had not this view 
of the end of his nussion, when he declared, ^^ I am 
y not come to destroy the law, but to fulfill. For, 
i( verily I say unto you, till heaven and earth passy 
" one joty or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the 
« law, till all be fulfille(l.(e} 

Further $ the objection supposeth that, though i^ 
n . yj Ii»iah,ilii..31. W Matthew T. 17, 18. 
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be inconsistent with the righteousness ef the Govern- 
or of the world, to treat the rightema a« the wtcked\ 
yet, the nature of the divine government is such as 
doth not require that th* wkked %\io\x\d be dt^HngteisH^ 
ed from the righteous ; but admits tMa« the reivardi 
of righteousness may be equally and indiscriminately 
bestowed on the wicked.^ aiid on the rtghietms. And 
what ideas of gvverfifnent remain, after wc have 9^ 
dopted those modes and rules of administration which 
equally adrnit the righteous and the wicked to the rc- 
xvards of obedtentye^ tt must be difficult for any ont td 
sfecertatn. ' ' 

' It is readily adft^tted that it would be inconsistent 
with the rwles of common justice for the Deity, by hii 
ffiere diithar^Hy arid power to subfpct an innbcent per- 
son tosufferings* But the obfector himsfelf admits that 
the holy and innocent SafViour of the worM, was indeed 
subjected to'm<wiy hardshij>s and sufferings; Andwe 
must deny an iiniversar divine providence, utrftsss wtt 
Suppose that Christ was subjected to these sufferings 
hj x\\Qpoxi}tr and wUt of God. Thferefore^ fact itself 
opposeth the very spirit of the objeetion ; unless it be 
urgecF, in vjndica^tion of God's righteousness, that 
iblenti non ft'injitrm ; and that Christ, xviltingh^ and 
cheerfidly/ioTXht purposes of the general good, sub*- 
mitted to tkese -natural evih. But if this maxim be 
adopted as ^solution, of the difficulty which real fact 
presents totis krthedfvine government ; it- will eqttal* 
ly afford us a solution of the diffiteulty ■ contained in 
the objection before us. For if it be consistent with 
the character and righteousness^ of God to bting a 
smalt degree of natural evil oft an innocent person, 
upon his freely consenting to if; it is equally consist* 
ent to bring greater degrees, if he hath the subjected 
ffec consent*^ H the consent of the 'subject will jus- 
tify it in one case, it will aho in the other. And if 
it was a reality that Qir)»^ wiQinsly subjected hxis^. 
K 2 
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self to those aatural evils which the Father in fa^t 
laid upon him, for the purposes of the general good*: 
,the supposition that these evils wert expressions of 
divine anger against sinners, will not at all obscure 
the eviderice of die righteousness of 6od» 

If to promote the general good, the Saviour freely 
and viHuntarily subjected himself to those natural 
evils which were the proper fruits and testimonies of 
divine anger against the sins of men, there was no 
more iniustice done him in their being laid upon himv 
than if ne had subjected himself voluntarily to nat-: 
ural evils on aay other account, or for any other re- 
ward* And il the consideration of vi reward^ would 
justify laying evils upon him on any other account^ or 
jor any other purpose ; it wouki, also, justify laying 
evils upon him as expressions of divine anger against 
sinnefs^ in case he could receive a sufficient and full 
reward. But if the general good of the universe 
were better secured, and more highly adva^nced ii^ 
this way J than in any other, the glory of God in the 
salvation of sinners will be esteemed) by the Saviour, a 
full and ample reward for all his Imxd labor and suffer^ 
ings. Accordingly this is the way in which the faofy 
Scriptures teach us that the Saviour of the world is 
rewarded for the arduous work which he accomplish* 
ed by his death. *^ He ^hall se^ of the travel of his 
^* soul, and shall be satisj^d: by bis knowledge shall 
^^ my righteous servant justify xxiany, (or he sfaal\ 
*' bear their ii\iquities,"(/) 

Whatevek maxims be adopted in vindication of 
the divine righteousness in bringing on the innocent 
Saviour those natural evils which he actually endured, 
may be improved to equal advantage, in vindicating^ 
the rightepmnes9 of God in expr^ing his angfr 9^- 

if)t»sUkm.n^ 
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^Viin&t sinnen-in the paim and mjftring^ of the Sav* 
tQUr* 

■ T»ER£ is certainly no natural absurdity in suppos- 
ing that Christ should freely consent to bear the im^ 
quities of his people ; and that, he consenting to it, 
the Father should lay them upon him* Nor is there 
in this method of the recovery oi sinners, the least 
tippearance ot unrighteousness in God, or injustice to 
the Redeenier. And when the holy Scriptures are so 
very full aiid express to the case, as hath been al-^ 
ready shown ; no difficulty can remain in supposing 
that the anger of God which appeared and was ex- 
pressed in the sulleTinga of Christ, was, in reality, 
against sinners. 



CHAP. VIII. 

'.Shewing the Consistency of full Atonement with free 
JPardon. 

MANY have supposed that the opinion of the slnn 
.ner's being pardoned upon full atonement made for hia 

sins, IS a palpable absurdity. And, therefore, tha^ 
^e doctrine of atonement^ and the doctrines olF fre^ 

grace are utterly irreconcileable. ** For," say they, 
. <^^ when we have received thp^ debt, what grac^ is there 
, «^ in frecbg the debtor ? And thatj whether the money 

" be paid by the debtor himself, or by some other per- 

•* son." Were this a sinvli^ude which would properly 
: apply, m the case before us ; it is acknowled^d there 
1 would be a diffi^Uy. But, th|^ objectipn arises from 

:a wrong construction of the doctrine of atonement., 

- I]f ,oi^der to shew the cqnsijSi^ncy of aiontm^t Wth. 
the free grace of God in the salvation of sinners j no- 
thing further will b6xui£«Mairy .th%9t to state. 
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I. The natUT* of pafdcn and ^race : and shew in 
what cases, and under what circumstances, the sinner 
may be the subject of them. And^ 

II. Ta shew what it is that consthutes the 'nature, 
and makes the essence of atonement. 

I. W*E are to state the nature of pcrrdtm zhdj^race^ 
and shew in what cases, and under what circunistaa- 
ces, the dinner may be the subject of them. 

The gosptl-tdea of grace is, in general, that of good 
conferred where evU is deser\'ed. It i-s essential to 
the idtfa of ^Trtce that the subject desei^e evil. Ac- 
cordingly, our first parents, while innocent, were not 
the subjects of grace in their enjoyment of the favor 
of God. *' To him that worketh is the reward not 
*' reckoned of grace y but of dfe^/.'*(^) Therefore, 

1. When they enjoy the divine fovor, who really-' 
deserve and merit the anger of God ; they are then 
the subjects of grace. When men enjoy blessings and- 
good, in the place of curses and evih which are justly 
due to them ; they are the subjects of grace. Only 
grace can relieve us from evils and sufferings which we 
deserve. * • 

;- 2-. We ai^e, therefore, of necessity subjects of grace 
in being delivered from evife which v^^jitstiy deserte; 
and, <m the other hand, in having blessings conferred 
uponi ns-of which we are utttriy unxvorthy. No con-*' 
sideration whatever can take away the grace of these 
blessiiigs so long as our desert of ^e contrary evils ' 
remains* 

a, WfiysN no injustice vn^Wi'bi dfHie tamerfin 
(^>BfnMBViv. A ' '. . 
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casting them off forever, it cannot otherwise be than 
that they should be the subjects of grace in being sa- 
ved. If men do not deserve eternal destruction, it 
ivill necessarily be an injury to them to inflict it on 
them. ^But, when men feel themselves to deserve 
this fate, it will be impossible for them to view it as 
any other than grace to be delivered from it. It must, 
therefore be grace in God to deliver men from those 
evils which their sins justly deserve. To be saved 
from a punishment which we have truly merited by 
our wickedness, must of necessity be a mercy to us. 
To suppose otherwise would imply that we Justly de- 
serve punishment^ and yet that Justice requires we 
should be exempted from it. It is impossiUe for the 
sinner's desert of punishment to cease, otherwise than 
by having actually endured it. Therefore, it is impos- 
sible that it should be otherwise than merci/ to the sin'- 
ner^ to save him from the punishment which he just- 
ly deserves for his wickedness. In whatever way this 
aalvation comes to him, whether through an atone- 
ment, or not ; still, to him it is grace \ he is the sub*^ 
ject oi grace* 

. W£ may consider in the next place, 

II. What it is that constitutes the essence of 
atonement: And this^ in order to know whether 
atonement for sin brings obligation on iht Jiistice of 
God to deliver and save the sinner. 

Kespecting at^nement^ it is to be observed that it 
summarily consists in an exhibition of the righteoos 
displeasure of God against sin, made in some other 
way than in the punishment of the sinner. The real 
abhorrence in which God holds the character of the 
sinner, would be no more than truly and fully express- 
ed in his eternal punishment.. It is of the utmost im- 
portance that thi»dispositi0n of the ^iviae mind should 
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appear ia the government of God ; b^catnrethis isdaia 
glory. Without this infinite purity and hatred of in»- 
quity, he could not be GOD«^be absolutely' perfect. 
If divine government can be adminifitered in* auch a 
way^ vitbout the pualsbment of the sinner, ^ proper- 
ly to delmcate this disposition of the divine mind, to 
Ac views of creatures ; the divine character vrill not 
suffer, by the pardon of the sinner. And in whatev- 
c*r way this disposition of the divine mkid be deltneaiN- 
ted J whether it be in the punishment of the situeCf ohr 
in some other mbde not less expressive ; tte ends of 
divine. go vernmtent, in general, are answered. One 
gre:U end of the oomtog and death of Christy was to 
itiinette this disposition of the divine-m'md, and QBaft« 
a full and sensible exhibition of it. In Ais sufferinga 
smd ^aih this divine purity, and hatred of iniquity^ 
were sensibly and gloriously expressed. liA the su^ffer^ 
injfif afChrht God gives us to see that his owff xnfr 
ojte mt»d is ftili^ of displeasure agsinst simners* Ckriffk 
sniSerings and daath a^ a glass iw which- that ^iMirtKi^ 
tor of God whl<:h we read in the threainings and curMa 
of the law may become visible and conspicuous* - Af- 
ter all that Christ has done and suffered, if God par- 
dons and saves the . sisiker for bis sake ; it willaflbrd 
us no reason to believe that there is less aversion in the 
divine mind from the character of the slmier, than the 
threatnttigs and curses of the law would natwvaUy sug^ 
gest. la this way, therelbre, the honor of th^lasfft^ ia 
preserved, though the siBner be saved. 

Viewed in this light, it is easy to sae that .tbe^a^;7e- 
ment infers no obligation on the Jusikexii God, t<» par^ 
don and save thesroncr. The objection is, not that 
the purposes of grace caom^ be answered ii the sin* 
ner be not sav^d, when atonement is made for hia 
sins ; bixt^ thsit atomment implies an-' obligation, inj'i^is* 
tice^ to save, ftie sinner. But> if Justice requires the 
salvation of the simieri tho G<}Yerao^ ofUie>woft4 
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must i>c guiky of injustice in dumning hini. To dup* 
pose;tiiftt it wottld be un/u^tyin God^ to damn the sin^ 
ner^ evidently implies tiiat a jw^ and ho/tf God hath 
not diapleasnre enoughin him, for this purpose. And 
therefor^ that such a decree of dtspleasure could be 
made visible^ neither in the atonement, nor in any oth- 
er way. But, that such a degree of displeasure against 
sinners hath, in reality, no existence in the divine 
mind-, at dnce destroys allnotions of gospel gl^ce, in 
their salvation-; and that^ whether they be saved 
through an atonement, or without it. 

\t such a deirree oi displea<)ure against sinners hath 
a real existence in the divine mind; iio external cvi^ 
dence of its existence can, possib^r, render it unjust for 
God to destroy the sinner* The higher the evidence 
of this disposition rises, the more must it appear grac^ 
IB God, to pardoti and save the sinnet*. Vca, the wliole 
evidenoe we have of its being grace must arise from 
die sensible demonstration of the existence of this piirt 
andhoiif displeasure in the mind of God* So long as 
we consider the dhrtne ^character as the standard of 
perfection,- we cannot believe a creature to deserve 
any evil^which God hath- not 'displeasure chough to 
bring upon him. . But, the more sensible we are of 
the anger of God^ so long as we view it to be just and 
righteduB ; the more wiH it aj^iear an act ofi/it^tn;^ 
^racr to deliver the object of it from punishment. 

. Ti^E death rmd suiFerings of Christ Sare a glass in 
which w« may behold the feelings of the divine mind 
toward sinners ; and, read an abhorrence of their chat- 
acters ; a displeasure against them, which eternal de* 
struction would no more than fully express* Had we 
no sensible evidence of the existence of this disposi- 
tion, in the mind of God; we could have no evidence 
that the salvation of shiners is of grate. And bad' it 
tidft^been for the cominffmd work of Christy we iCouM 
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not have had sensible evidence of this, otherwise than 
in the actual destruction of sinners. Had G6d saved 
sinners without any atonement, his gtroernment would 
have furnished no evidence of any such aversion of 
the divine mind from Ihe character of sinners. Con- 
sequently^ there could not have been evidence that the 
salvation of sinners is t)f grace. 

AccoRbiNO to this view of the matter, the atone*- 
jnwtf is so far from being inconsistent with the doc- 
trine of grace^ in the salvation of sinners, that it ex- 
ceedingly illustrates it. Atonement is so far from prov- 
ing that it is not an act of grace to pardon and save 
sinners ; that, above every other consideration what- 
ever, it shows it to be pure grace. Yea, the atonement 
of Christ is so far from obscuring divine grace^ in the 
salvation of dinners ; that, without this^ grace could 
not have appeared. Had God saved sinners without 
doing any thing to vindicate ihe honor of his kw, and 
witness his infinite hatred of iniquity ; it could not 
have been evident that this salvation is of grace. The 
atonement, therefore, is so far from obscuring the 
lust)|^re of divine grace^ that it greatly adds to it : Yea, 
ft is absolutely essential to the evideitt:e of any grace 
whatever^ in the salvation of sinners. 

God, himself cx«cfrc|«eth no grace^ excepting toward 
sinners. They, who are no sinners, cannot be the ob- 
jects of grace. The divine righteousness itself is full 
security, for the innocent, against every evil.> Grace^ 
in God, is the bestowmentof good upon thove whose 
character he riglneously abhors. Graee^ thcfcfore,'aa 
a qualit}' of the divine character, can be seen no far- 
ther than his righteous abhorrence of the object of it 
becomes viiihlee The glory and greatness of divine 
graee^ can be estimated only by the detestation in 
which God holds the character of the object toward 
whom it is exercised. Thcctfere, by how much the 
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more sensfUe the demonstrations of divine anger are, 
si^^nst tne^ character of the sinner, by so much the 
, more consptCUous is the g-race of God, in his pardon 
add salvation. The clearer views we have of the dis- 
pleasure .of Go<]^ on one hand ; the more lively ap- 
prehension shall we have of divine grace on the other. 

: ViEWiHO the .atonement, therefore, as a glass in 
which the righteottmess of God may be seen ; instead 
of obscuring the lustre of divine grace^ in the salvation 
of sinners,' it greatly increases it. Yea, the atonement 
is the only glass in which the true beauty and glory of 
t}|tt>fr^, sovereign grace of God can be seen» 

•Obj. '^ It is a beauty in the character of the civil 
magistrate Va)^r^/0n ,• and, this without any atone- 
ment ; which may, nevertheless^ be termed gracem*^ 



it 



Ars. Could human laws be framed with such per- 
fection as that their penalties should express the dis- 
pleasure of the community ofilt^ in cases ivhere the 
public g^nd^ reqirirea it should exist f pardon could in 
no case be, either consistently exercised by the su- 
preme magistrate, or appear to be of grace. Were 
haman laws thus perfect, it would be injurious to the 
public to pardon^ in any case whatever ; and absurd 

. to iodge a power to exercise it, in any branch of the 
executive authority. . Pardon, in this case, would be 
so far from partaking of the real nature of ^r^r^, that 

„ it would be evident injwitict. For the penalties of 
die law could never be incurred, excepting in cases 
where the common good refMrts that a public odium 
should be exercised and expressed. Therefore, from 
the propriety of pardons in civil government, we can 

• infer nothing concemipg. the propriety and beauty of 
pardons, in the divine. . And, should we admit as the 

* aise now actually is, that it is an act oi grace ^ in the 
civil magistrate tP4>ai!d0a without atonement i it could 

L 
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not, h6%vever« be from thence inferred that it would 
be groce in God^ even in any instance to fo4rgtve th€ 
sinner without an atonement. 

Ir the displeasure of God exist in every case where- 
in the penalties of the divine law threaten it ; pardon 
without an atonement, would be so far from being an 
act of ffrace^ that it would be an injury to the public : 
And, for this obvious reason, thatthe divine dis|>leas« 
iire €xist9 in no instances whatever, but in those where* 
in the good of the universe requires it should be exer« 
cised* This may certainly be concluded from the per» 
feet and in&nite regard the divine Being has for tht 
greatest good of the universe. But, in every case 
Hvherein the universal good requires that divine dis- 
pleasure should exist and be exercised; it is exceed* / 
mgly evident that the same principle requires it should 
also be expressed^ Therefore, pardon cannot consist* 
ently be bestowed without an atonement : Nor could 
it» without thisy be an act oi grace* 

Thess observations give us to see the reason vihy 
the scheme of the salvation of sinners, through tWe 
atonement of Christ, is so much celebrated, in the gos* 
pel, for its consummate and unsearchable wisdom t 
And why a crucified Christ is represented as the f^W' 
er of God and the wisdom of God. (n) No wis<km^ 
but that which is absolutely and infinitely perfect, 
could ever have found a way wherein the sinner could 
be pardoned, and yet the puUic good be saved : be* 
cause Godh not ofiended, nor hath the least disposi- 
tion to punish, excepiip(§ in those cases wherein the 
public good requires that his displeasure be expreas^ 
ed* Could this displeasure be made to appear, and 
yet the public good be secured ; pardon, in that case^ 
might be consistently bestowed ; and, would appear 

<A)iCora2*. 
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to be a glorious act of eSvme grace. Nothing but the 
atonement of Christ effects these ends ; and, nothing 
like this bestows such lustre and glory on divine sove* 
reign grace* 



CHAP. IX. 

Sfte^vmg in what way it may be accounted foty that 
the sufferings of Christ shoutd be exceedingly great* 

^ IN order to see a possibility that the sufferings of 
Christ might have been very extreme^ notwithstanding 
the absolute perfsction of his moral character ^ we art 
to observe, 

1. Tbat the groiiAd of happiness and misery in 
creatures, doth not Ue merely in the mind, iodepend^ 
imtly of all other considerations. 

Certain kinds, both of happiness, and of misery, 
are peculiar to certain particular temperamentsot tnind* 
But, susceptil^lity of pleasure ana pain, is common t(» 
all creatures, whether good, or bad. It is not the 
virtuous onhf^ who are susceptible of happiness ; or, the 
vstisus^ of misery. Had this been the case, the hap* 
piness and misery of creatures would be the measure 
of their msrai charactsrSy and exactly proportionate to 
the degrees of their virtue, or vice. Constant experi* 
mce and observation prove that, as holiness and hap^ 
fitness are not in the nature of things necessarily con* 
Yiected together ; neither are sin and misery. All 
agree that Christ endured some natural evil: And, mU 
know that sinners enjoy much natural good* Holy 
creatures arc therefore susceptible of sulfenngs ; and, 
sinful ones, of enjoyment. And, were it otherwise), 
there would be, neither occasion, nor room for moral 
government : Bat, virtue woold always bring its owa 
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reward ; and vice, its . own punishment. Happiness 
consists, not in the exercise of desire^ but, its gruttfi'^ 
cation ; And, misery^ not in the exercise of sinful of 
fectiony but in something which is disagreeable* 

God hath established an indissoluble connection be- 
tween holiness in this world, and happiness in the 
next ; and, between persevering wickedness here, and 
complete misery hereafter. This is essential to th« 
most perfect moral government. But, were these 
connections originated by the mere nature of things, 
the necessity of a day of judgment would be whdlly 
superseded : And, every creature woiild even now^ 
enjoy all the rewards which are annexed to the prac* 
tice ot virtue ; or, feel all the misery which is th« 
just desert of sin. It is, therefore, manifest that the 
Batural dependence which is universally found in crea- 
tures^ whatever be their moral characters, renders them 
susceptible of good and evil^ of pleasure and pain. 
There is, therefore, no natural inconsistency \n suppo- 
sing that the creature, who is wholly vicioujs, may 
enjoy much natwral good ; or, that one who is wholly ^ 
virtuous, may suffer extreme misery. Therefore, 

2. There is no apparent difficulty in supposing 
that the man Jesus Chri«t might endure a very great 
and extreme weight of suiFering. It was as truly 
compatible with the power of God to inflict pain up- 
on this Son of his love, as on any other creature 5 
ami, to cause distress to rise to a very great htigbt 
in him. It is inconsistent with the nature of things 
to suppose that Christ should suffer those horrors oi 
an accusing conscience, which will make no incon- 
siderable part of the sufferings of the damned, ia 
hell ; and, with the very design of his coming, to 
imagine that he should endure, even for a moment, 
that despair, which will make a vtry bitter part of 
the pains of Goa's enemies. TheTe are, howtver^ 
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onh^r considerations from whence distress might a- 
rise : And, such views of things might croud in upon 
his pure and holy miud, a» could not fail of bciug 
extremely painful. 

It is to be remembered that the Lord Jesus Christ 
was truly a man; possessed of all the innocent pas- 
jsions and feelings of human nature. And all the suf- 
ferings, the painful sensations he everenduied, were 
they greater or less, were in his human nature^ and 
conjined to it. It was the human nature of Christ 
that suffered : an human nature^ however, that was 
exceedingly dignifie:!, and its powers greatly enlarged. 

by its union to the divine : a consideration which, 

instead of diminishing, greatly increased his suscepti' 
bility of distress. 

Chuist being thus possessed of the passions and 
feelings of human nature, there is no natural absur- 
dity in supposing him, however free from sin, yet 
capable of very painful sensations. And as all pain 
is really seateil in the mind^ it is far from being un- 
supportable that the power of God might communi- 
cate such views of things to the man Jesus Chris% as 
could not fail of being vt^ry distressing to him. There 
is nothing absurd in the supposition that God might 
communicate, to the mind of Christ, a very clear 
view, and lively sense of his just and infinite dis- 
pleasure against tho<?e wiiom the man, Jesus, came 
to save : And as little absurdity in supposing that this 
viexu and sense of divine anger^ shoulcl gready exer-- 
cise the mind of Christ. And as this is a case 
very supposable, there is also a visible propriety in 
it ; As v/c can hardly understand how the mind of 
Christ should, without it, clearly comprehend the 
greatness of the work he had undertaken; and how 
arduous a thing it was to redeem his people from the 
L 2 
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ciirse of the law, that they might be the righ't«o«ra<^ 
ness of God in him. 

As the mind of Christ was unquestionably, sut- 
ceptible of clear views, and a very lively sense of di- 
vine wrath against sinners ; it is no less conceivable 
that these views, this sense, should be extremely 
painful and distressing to him. If there he any dif- 
iculty in. supposing that a sense of divine wrath 
against sinners, should be very distressing to the 
man Jesus Christ : it must arise from one or other of 
these considerations, viz. 

1. That this wrath was not against the person of 
Christ: Or, 

3. That the large and extended views of things, 
which his union to the divine nature would neeessariiy 
suppose him to be possessed of, would as certainly 
prevent pain of mind ; as the clear, full light of heav- 
en will prevent it, in the saints who are spectators of 
the vengeance actuallv executed on the final enemies 
of God ; Or, 

3. That the beauty oi the divine character which 

shone in that displeasure of God against sinners, 

which was exhibited in view to the mind of Christ ; 

, would necessarily occasion the manifestation of it to 

be pleasing instead of painful. 

1. The first objection is, that the wrath of God, a 
view of which was communicated to the mind of 
Christ, was not against him personally, but against 
sinners. According to this objection we are to remem- 
ber, it is as hard to conceive that a view of divine wrath 
against sinners should give the least ekgree of pain to 
the mind of Christ, as that it should fill it with dis- 
treag. For that object whkh is capable of ministering 
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any degrees of pnttif if it be of suAcient magnUiida, 
may fill the mind with angui«h. And if such views 
of the anger of God agiunst those vrhom Chrifit came 
io Rave, eould be communieated to his pure mind^aa 
would affect htm with the least uneasinesft and eon* 
cern ; the communications might be so enlarged as to 
raise uneasiness and sorrow to a very great height* 

But if a sense and view of divine aAger against 
men, could give no pain to the mind of Christ because 
he was net the object ; it must have been because he 
was susceptible only^of pleasures and pains that were 
merely peraonal ; which would 'be to reproach h/m 
•with that same selfish, contracted spirit, which he 
came to eradicate from his people. This would sup- 
pose that he felt no interest in his church ; and that, 
too, at the very time he was laying down his life for 
them. 

It is very manifest that the interest we have in a 
person, or an object, is the thing that gives spring to 
our concern about it. And however foreign the ob- 
ject may he from ovr pern&ns or selves, yet an interest 
of eur affections in it, lays a foundation for our de- 
riving from it, either joy or sorrow, pleasure or pain. 
If the interest of the community, for instance, en- 
gages our attention and affections, more than any in- 
terest that is merely personal \ whatever affects the 
community, will more sensibly exercise our mi^ds, 
than any thing that merely affects our own private in- 
terest. K follower of Christ, it n>ay easily be imagin- 
ed, has such an interest in his kingdom, as more sen- 
sibly to teel the injuries that are done to it, than any 
private injury to himself. And if vengeance must be 
directed against himself personally, or against the in- 
terest of lis adored Saviour ; the latter may appear 
fo him of su^h superior importance, as necessarily en- 
gages lum lo sacrifice hie own le tlni »f hie gloriou« 
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Lord, And if this be the effect which the spirit of 
Chriist produces in the hearts of men ; there can surely 
be no difficulty in conc/siving that the affection which 
Christ hiraself had for his church, rendered him sus- 
ceptible of great pain, in view of the just and awful 
displeasure of God against his people for their sins* 
It would indeed be utterly inconceivable that Christ 
should so love his people, as to lay down his life, and 
become a curse for them ; and yet be wholly unaffect- 
ed with a sense of-the heat of that divine anger which- 
he saw was t^gainst them. 

The reason why the mind is affected in a view of 
objects, is not originally their relation to a private se- 
parate iotereit ; but iheir relation to an interest to 
which the affections are united^ be it ^liher public or 
private. Therefore, in proportion to the concern 
which the man Jesus Christ felt for the salvation of 
his people, would his- mind be affected in a view of that 
dreadful wrath there was against them. This is not 
only conceivable, but is a supposition that is altogether 
natural. Therefore, that the divine anger, which was 
exhibited to the view of Christ, was not against him 
personally but against the church ; is a consideration 
which gives us no reason to suppose that it might not 
affect him with very deep distress. Christ had no de- 
.gree ot selfishness. Hi-s and his church's interest 
Were one. Therefore his good-will to the church 
would' occasion the divine displeasure to b;^ as sensibly 
felt, as if it had been against him ; at least as far* as 
he perceived it, and had a view of it communicated to 
him* 

2- Another objection against the supposition that 

.the sufferings of Christ could be so extreme as has 

been represented, is, that the large and extended views 

of things, which his union to the divine nature would 

.necessarily suppose him to be possessed of^ would as . 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CHAP. XI, ' ATOKTMSirr* 129 i 

certainly prevent pain of mind in him'; as the clear, 
full light of heaven will prevent it, in the saints, who 
are spectators of the vengeance actually executed on 
the final enemies of God. 

This objection as strongly denies the possibility of 
Christ's suifering the least distress of mind, as the 
g-reatesU And therefore, supposeth it as unaccounta- 
ble that he should weep over yerusalem^ or at the 
tomb of Lazarus^ as that he should endure the most 
extreme agonies of mind, in the garden and on the 
cross. But it is to be remembered that however real 
and intimate the union was between the human na- 
ture of Christ, and the divine ; the former was as 
wholly dependent on God, as any other human na- 
ture ; and in itself as susceptible of sorrow. Views 
of things that .would be pleasant, or painful, might be 
communicated, or withholden, according to the mere 
good pleasure ot God. Therefore, no possible union 
of the human nature of Chribt, to the divine^ would 
render the former invulnerable or necessarily unsus^ 
ceptible of distress. 

B(JT it is objected, further, 

3. That the hecvttif of the divine character which 
shone in th it displeasure of God against sinners, 
which was exhibited, in view, to the mind of Christ; 
would necessarily occasion the manifestations of it to 
be pleasing an.l delightful, instead of painful and 
distressing. ^ 

This objection rests on the supposition that it is 
iulpossihle we should, xiiceivc pain from nny thing 
which appears beautiful an:i excellent . .That even 
the contempt of a valuable fpend, loses its power to 
wound, as soon as ever wc^Van believe that wc de- 
serve \u But constant experience teaches directly 
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the rrverse to be true. When we are €6nsciou8 that 
thtf displeasure which is exercised sgttinat us is unde- 
served ; the character of him who indulges it, must? 
of necessity sink in our esteem. And, no sooner ia 
his charajctcr disesteemed, than his displeasure is dis- 
regarded. We pay no reiepird to the contempt of an* 
ffiemif ; while that of a fyiend nerer fails to wound. 
A consciousness that the displeasure which is exercis- 
ed rgainst us is righteous ; is the very thing that gives 
it an e<fge. A sense of God's heiog offefuied^ of it** 
9eif gives no pain to his enemies ; but when we he** 
come his friends, and feel that his anger ia just and 
glorious, a sense of his displeasure immediately bc«< 
comes painful. Were it otherwise, true goodness^ 
upon its taking place in the heart of a sinner, woidd 
immediately render it a i»at4<er of indiierence wheth* 
f r he were the object of .divine faowr or anger / and 
$hai for this obvious reason, thMt the same infinitely 
beautiful character of God shince ia the htUr as io 
the former^ 

It is, therefore, manifest, that the beauUi^ of thsr 
divine displeasure, will not occasion the manifesta* 
tions of it to be less painful to an ingenuous mitid ; but 
more so : because this is the very consideration that 
gives it an edge, and causes it to wound, when it 
appears to be against an object in which we feel our** 
aelves greatly interested* 

TsesR things being so, it is manifest that the hu« 
man nature of Christ was susceptible of sufferinga 
from any, and every quarter from whence they could 
be derived to innocent men ; and thai to as much greai« 
er a degree as h%s human- nature might be superior t« 
that of oihers. i 

It is heuce manifett, ''^ '* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



QffAv.jcx* ^AfanEKsmv tst 

I. That the Fsrt1ierr0tf/</ withhold from Hie human 
oature of Chrtst, those views of himself, and those 
diviae communications, which were the chief delight 
and joy of his heart* This may easily* be conceived 
to b*r possible : And a denial of the possibility of it^ 
involves the most manifest absurdity. And should it 
be so that the divine being should withhold from the 
man Jesus Christ, those manifestations of himsdf 
which had, before, been the support and comfort of 
his life ; St cannot otherwise be, than that he should 
be filled with sorrow and distress. For the greater 
were the delight and joy which the Saviour had in 
such divine communications ; the more pungent would 
be his sorrow, iipon their being withholden from him s 
Nor could the certainty of their future return, be in 
any measure sufficient to prevent the pain occasioned 
by the present hidings of God^s face. 

And, as this is e^idetitJy possible, Christ** own 
words while in his agony and on the cross ; and the 
language in which his sorrow and lamentation were^ 
before, prophetically described ; both concur to prove 
this in fact to have been the case. ** My God, my 
** God, why hast thou forsaken me ? why art thou so 
" far from helping me, and from the w^ords of my 
" roaring ? How long, O Lord, wilt thou hide thy* 
" self, forever ? shall thy wrath bum like fire ?(i) This 
is the language of Christ; and this the description of his 
distress : And the terms are but the natural exprcs* 
sions of a heart filled with sorrow, and now languish- 
ing under a withdrawment of those divine communi- 
cations which had before been its support and life. 
Atvd when it is plainly a supposable case, that God 
might so hide himself from the man Jesus, as to oc*- 
casion in him greiat sorrow and grief; and the lan«. 
guage in which the suffering Saviour of the world 

(/) Psftl. xsit. 1. and Izxxix. 4& Matt. xxTii. 4^ 
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breathes but bis sorrows, so evtderttly concurs with 
such an idea of the matter, and is so expressive of it ; 
we have abundant reason to suppose that this was in 
reality the case. 

2. God cotttd so clothe himself with powc^, and ex- 
hibit his awful anger, in the manifestations he made of 
himself to the roan Jesus Christ, as could not fail of 
being exceedingly amazing and distressing. Innocent 
creatures, wc hiive already proved, are not unsuscepti» 
ble of such impressions ; Nor is it incompatible with 
the power oi God to givfe them. The human nature 
of Christ, however united to the divine, was notAin- 
susceptible of such impressions. And divine power 
might sustaiii it. under a much greater weight of dis- 
tress, of this kind, than equals the common, natural 
powers of man. . And as it is far from being- uusup- 
posable in the nature of things, that this should have, 
been the case ; the sorrow and amazement which sei- 
zed our blessed Lord, as his death approached ; and 
his strong cries to the Father, if it were possible, that 
the cup might pass from him ; very naturally lead us 
to suppose that God did put on awful frowns, and dis- 
play divine anger, in the manifestations which he at 
that period made of himself to Chiist. It would also 
be no more than natural to suppose, when the circum- 
stances of the case are duly considered, that the views 
of hi?ns€{f which God exhibited to the mind of Christ4 
correspond with his external treatment of him in his 
providence* 

As all created nature is in itself imperfect^ and ab- 
solutely dependent on God ; it is manifest th^t, with 
respect to views of things, and divine communications^ 
God might grant or withhold, just as he saw fit. And 
should the Father withhold from his son Jesus, in his 
last hours, those communications which had, before, 
been his delight and lift ( and at the same time corn- 
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mnnicate to lum such % sense of his righteoos and aw- 
tul displeasure against those whom he came to redeem 
and save, as he was manifestly capable of receiving ; 
it is exceedingly evident, both from Christ's unalterai- 
ble love to God, ahd his invincible attachment to the 
good of his church, that it could not be otherwise than 
that he should feel inexpressible amazement anddis* 
tress. 

There is not the least need of supposing that the 
divine displeasure should be against the, person oi^ 
Christ, in order to his being deeply pained by such a 
view of it as might be made to him. And there is no 
objection arising from the perfection of Christ's char- 
acter, or from the union of his human nature to the 
divine against supposing that here was in fact the 
source of that pain of mind which he actually endur- 
ed ; that will not be of equal weight against the sup- 
position of ^.possibility that be should endure any pain 
of mind whatever. If the perfect holiness of the man 
Jesus Christ, and the union of his human nature to the 
divine, would render it naturally impossible that he 
should receive pain of mind from the considerations 
already suggested as the ground of his greatest suf- 
ferings ; they would render it impossible that he 
should perceive pain of mind in the view of any ob- 
jects whatever that could be presented to him. 

As to the propriety of the Saviour's being treat- 
ed in such a manner as this, when he was himseif 
the great sin-offering for the world ; we need only ob- 
serve that the character oi God, as the supreme Rul- 
er and Judge, was greatly and especially concerned. 
It was never designed that the personal obedience and 
death of Christ here upon earth, notwithstanding his 
participation of the essence of God, should completely 
exemplify the whole, and every partol the character 
of the supreme Governor ol the world, to whom atone- 
M 
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ment was to be made. This could not possibly be 
done, so long as Christ sustained the character of a 
servant and acted in a subordinate capacity* But 
whenever a sacrifice of atonement is offered to God^ 
the character of those for whom the offering is made^ 
and of him to whom the sacrifice is offered, are both 
concerned ; and both to be, in some way^ clearly ex* 
pressed and brought to view ; in order that the con- 
troversy may be clearly understood, and a reconcilia- 
tion, honorable to the offended^ and safe to the offend- 
er ^ may take place in consequence of the offering. It 
became the Saviour, therefore, when he was about to 
offer up himself as a sacrifice pf atonement for sin, as 
much as was possible, to put himself in the place of the 
sinner. And it equally became the Sovereign of the • 
universe to express, in a lively manner, his feelings to* 
ward the sinner, and his righteous anger against him, 
in his treatment of the sacrifice* This idea of things 
is implied in the very institution of sacrifices for sin } 
and very naturally springs, eyen from the very appoint^ 
ment of a substitute for sinners* 

Thus it evidently appears that there is no greater 
difficulty in accounting for the sufferings of Christy on 
the present hypothesis, than on any other supposed 
ground whatever ; nor any absurdity in supposing 
them to have been inexpressibly great. And what 
has been before obser\'ed respecting God's great end 
in the creation and government of the world, the ori- 
ginal ground and necessity of an atonement, and the 
actual substitution of Christ in the place of the sinner.; 
all concurs to strengthen and confirm these observa- 
tions ; and prove that the principal weight of Christ's 
sufferings arose from the deep impressions which werjc 
made upon his mind, of the awful anger, the sore dis'* 
pUasure of God against sinners. 



y Google 



CHAP. X. ATONEMENT. 135 



CHAP. X. 

Shewing in what sense atonement is made for the sins 
of the -whole world. 

IT has been the common belief of christians that 
the death of Christ is, in its own nature, a sufficient 
atonement for the sins of the whole human race. And^ 
the general offers and invitations of the gospel, seem 
eifidently to countenance such an opinion. For if the 
atonement be not sufficient for the sins of all ; it will 
be difficult to see how the offers of mercy may, con- 
sistently, be made to all. And if mercy through an 
atonement, may be consistently offered to all ; it will 
be asked, why may it not, also, he consistently exerci- 
sed toward all ; and so all be finally saved ? 

*■ Whethisr the doctrine of universal salvation be a 
natural and certain consequence of Chrisfs satisjac* 
tion^ will depend upon the ideas that are entertained 
of the suffciency of the atonement which is actually 
made for the sins of men. 

It is therefore to be observed, 

1. Tha^ if by the sufficiency of Christ's atonement 
be meant such a display oj divine righteousness as su- 
persedes all use of punishment in the divine govern- 
ment ; the atonement made by Christ is not sufficient 
•for the recovery of all. It is plain that all the valua- 
ble ends of punishment were not answered by the suf- 
ferings of Christ. For both reason and revelation as- 
aure us that the evils brought on mankind, in the 
present states are fruits of divine anger. And if uni- 
versal peace and happiness in the future world, may 
certainty be inferred from the sufferings of Christ ; 
It will be difficult to give a reason why so many evils 
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take place in the present. If divine anger has b^en 
so abundantly displayed in the. atonement^ as to repd^r 
all future punishment unnecessary ; it is hard to qdq- 
ceive the reason why so many evils are inflicted on 
the human race, in the prrseni: world. The. present 
sufferings of mankind are an unanswerable proof that« 
however perfect the atonement be, in the divine view, 
all the valuable ends of punishment are not actualiy 
answered by it* For if it would be inconsistent with 
full atonement, for God to bring evils on men, in the 
future world ; it would be equally inconsistent, for 
him to bring evils on them, in the present. If on ac* 
count of the atonement, justice demands an eii^emption 
from all punishment in iJie next world ; it equally de- 
mands it in thia* It is therfore evident, from fact, 
whatever displays of divine righteousness and anger 
were made in th^ sufferings of Christ ; that all ^e 
purposes of divine benevolence cannot be answered 
without a display of the same glorious attrtbiltea m a 
variety of evils brought upon men. And if it may 
lubserve the purposes of divine benevolence to bring 
evils on men in this world ; we can by no means be 
certain\hat it will not subserve the. same gloriouapur* 
poses, to inflict evils on them in the next. If tempo<* 
rary evib may answer valauble ends in the goverd- 
xnent of God, we panpot be certain that eternal ones . 
may not also. \i evih ?a^ necessary to the fullest 
display of the divine glory ; w^ have no sufficient au» 
thority from the atonement to deny that they always 
will be necessary. If atonement doth not prevent their 
present necessity and use ; we have no evidence that 
It will their yi<ft/r«. - ^ 

"But" says the objector, *Hhe evils which arc 
>' brought on mankind, in tl\e present state, are only 
*' designed to form and raise ^he subject to higher de- 
." greesof felicity in the. next world ;, And therefore 
"are so far from manifesting jd^ vine anger^'tha^ they 
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** are but the natural expressions et God's kindness to 
, ** the suiFerer. Consequently, all the displays of pu- 
^* nitive justice that ever are to be madei were in fact 
^^ aiaJe in the sufferings of Christ.'' 

Besii^es the express declarations of the word oi 
Qod which abundantly prove that the evils brought 
upon the world, are fruits of divine anger ; it is to be 
observed that this objection goes on a ground which 
denies the necessity of an atonement, or of any exer* 
cise of punitive ^tice : And therefore cannot consis* 
tently infer universal salvation from the atonement* 
The objection supposeth that the evils which God 
brings on the human race, are no evidence of divine 
anger : Consequently, universal salvation cannot be 
inferred from a display of divine anger in the suffer- 
ings of Christ. The objection supposes that the evils 
brought oh men are only designed to beget in them a 
higher relish of happiness ; and therefore, that in- 
stead of testifying anger, they express nothing but 
kindness ; and wUl certainly issue in higher degrees of 
felicity- 

To the objection, considered b this lights ti may be 
Replied, 

1. That it is far from being evident that merely p 

iense of misery^ on the whole, increases happiness. In 

,order to take away the force of the argument for fu- 

;^ture punishment, which would naturally arise from the 

^fvils of the pr^nt state ; it must be supposed that 

pain and misery heighten pleasures ; and are necessary 

to increase the relish of the good which it is supposed 

Js laid up for men in the next world. And, therefore, 

that there is no evidence, from the evils of the present 

state, that Qod is angrf \ or that he has not the high* 

est good of every subject really at heart. Thus it is 

fiaid, it is well known that4««c« sweeten enjoymentt-; 
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pain^ j>leasure ; and ^ckness^ health. But that thfs 
argument may have Weight, it must be supposed that 
men may cotrnttniXy i^^ioosc to tese some ot their p/6- 
se»t comforts^ in order to sweeten the enjoymctit 6f 
those that remain— c/zoo^^ pain to heighten pleasure ; 
and sickness in order ib enjoy health, fiut W6uld any 
man, in his senses-, make such a choice ? would any 
man be glad of pain andmcknt^ii^ that he might kno**r 
the pleasure of health— choose to baVe his houst con- 
snmed by fire, that he might enj&y the escape oi his 
wife and children— or iose one child^ that he might 
take greater comfort in the rest ? Common sense, and 
the very feelings of mankind revolt from the supposi* 
tion. And yet all this must be supposed, before the 
sentiment that present evils are no testimonies of di* 
vine anger, can be admissible* For if natural evils 
brought upon us hi this tveridy are no testimonies of 
divine anger^ there is no evidence that thejavor and 

friendship ot God will secure us against them, in the 
next. If they are a necessary mean of encrea^ing fe- 
licity in iht present state ; where is the evidence tfc^t 
they will not be so in the future f And to what a height 
God mftv, in his iifidneas^ raise tbem in the next 
World, It will be impossible for Us with any kind of 
certainty, to determide. The objection before us resis 
on the supposition tha^ our pleasures will be but feeble, 
end our enjoyments sdon languish *, unless enlivened 
by a sense of psiin. Alnd if so, there can be no evi- 
dence that we shall cTeir atrlv* at a happier st-ate of 

, existence; than the present ; or be in a situation where 
the intermixture oIf giod-and evil willonthe whole, 
be more favorable to felicity. But if, on the other 
band, notwithstanding tke atonement^ divine trnger bt 
manifested in bringing cWils on men in this wotM ; It 
tan with no certainty fte inferred fr^tn this iloctrine 
that the wisdom of God win tot se^ it to Be necesaei- 
ty to bring evils on roanwnd, in the Wotldio come* 
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3. Birr if the objection goes ott the «iipp6ftitiottthflt 
the evils and auflkrings of the present state give clear- 
er views of the riches and glory of divine grace ; and 
in that way prepare the subject for higher enjoyment ; 
this win imply that these evils a^e testimonies of divine 
anger. And if a view of divine anger be necessary 
to the clearest undesianding, and, the highest sense, of 
the nature and excellency of divir*e grace ; how caa 
we be certain that it is not necessary to the highest fe* 
Ittity of the human race, that some manifestations of 
divine anger should be made to eternity ^ and there** 
fore that the happineis of the race, on the whole, may 
not be inct\:ased by means of the destruction of some 
part of it I At least so much is evident, that there is 
no ground on which the objection before us can have 
weight, that will imply the least absurdity in the doc- 
trine of eternal punishment. Nor is there any things 
in the atonement more difficult to reconcile to future 
manifestatvcms of divine anger, than to those which are 
in fact made in the preiintyforld* 

i ' II* If by the mffiGiencf x>f Christ's atonement, be 
'tneant sach a manifestation of divine displeasaK 
.ftgainst the wickedness of mrn; m is^noagh to con>inot 
every candid specta«>r, that the dispositicm of the di-> 
vine mind is perfectly confonnable to the true spirit 
-of God's written lanr ^ ifnnaj be tmly said that there 
is sufficient atonement fMde fiorthe'sins of the whole 
wofld. It was appiretnly^ :the detign of God thar w|e 
•ahould injrr^ from 4ifi)suffiir|ii^ of Chmt, the ^wFul 
effects of divine ang^^ilimdd irf^ with its foil we^t 
il^on iiis« Therefoitivfihc Sa^ioisr, alluding to his owfi 
nuffetings, says, **^9ibr'<it Aeydo these things in m 
V '^rmi trei^s whfttf ^kuA ^ done in the dry ?*'« We 
ipttnaot rationi^y silppMe that Christ would have reff 
lMi«A in ^lii tn«Mr, ufiltsft his -o^ «aftftritt|^ hiA 
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been a specimen of divine aoger, from whene vtry 
amazing effects, should it fall immediately upon us, 
might be inferred. 

Wr£N we consider the infinite dignity of the char- 
actfiir of Christ, the sufferings which he endured, in 
the place which he sustained, give us as lively appre* 
bensiona of the righteous and inexorable . anger of 
God against ^ sinners, as all the awful threatenlngs of 
the law can possibly excite in us. And, every one 
who receives the testimony of Christ, and truly gives 
in lo the import of his death, thereby sets to his seal 
that God is true : Not only that the law itself is right ; 
but that the government of God is perfectly conforox- 
able to the true spirit of it. 

Herx there is a foundation laid, sufficiently broad^ 
for the general invitations of the gospel ; and for that 
joyful proclamation, that whoever will, may come and 
take of the waters of life freely. No glass had ever 
yet been held up before men, in which the divine 
wrath mig^t be so clearly seen : Nor any thing ever 
exhibited, in the divine government, Mrhich would 
raise the ideas of it> i» creaturest to such a height i of 
enable them to form «o jnM an estimate of it* 

Herb the direct end of atimement is answered ^ a^d 
such a manifeatatioA madeef .diviite righteousness, as 
prepared the way for a eonriHmt exercise of mercy. 
Now, God woidd not appear to ^ve up his law, even 
-diough he pardotted the (smner :. Or, to exhibit a dis- 
Msition divetsse from thai which he expressed in the 
law. But, merefy froaa the exhibition which waa 
sMde-^rf' divine wi^thiiithie at^nogs of Christ, the 
•Mrdoii, even of .one sinner could*, with no certain^ 
ifce inferred :«^UQless it. might be iin&rc«4 from ^ 
Ittghest evidences of the reality of God's displeasure 
fgainst US, thai thrrefirc k^ wduld, cenaraty iwi fw^. 
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ishy hut pardon us. Upon atonement bring made^ die 
situation and circomstances are such, that the great 
Governor of the world may consistently bestow, or 
withhold mercy, just as shall tend most effectually to 
answer the general purposes of divine goodness* 
Whdreai, had there been no atonement, there would 
have been the highest inconsistency in the bestoit* 
ment of pardon, even on one sinner. Now, the divine 
benevolence mig^t express^itself in bailing mercy on 
whom it would have mercy, and whom it would, tKird* 
^^'ing ; just as it would contribute to the greatest fe^ 
liclty of the created system : ' While, without «b auxie* 
ment, benevolence itself cotdd never llavc urgedy or 
even admitted, the pardon of on^ sinaefv 

The atonement f th^refore^ expresseth a benevo* 
lence which has, for.its object, the kighestgoodof the 
creation :— that veiy chahicter of God which ia ezf 
pressed in the free and geneiU innttltiMs of die gosi- 
pel. From the atonement^ thertrflafc, tiie universal 
salvation of sinners cannot, with die least appearance 
of reason, be inferred ; unless it He fir^t made further 
evident, that the ends of the trtitist and most perfect 
Ivenevolenc^ cannot odierwta^ ht eoAipletely ^answerw 
ed :« which, it ia pre^nmedLMDlio»Wdoiifi» ^ Tkm 
iioctrine^ consequently, never originated the opinion 
•that sinners of mankind would he umverMltly saved : 
But it must have arisen from some olhey quarten 

It being thus mahlfese that the doctrine of alon^* 
ment is far from b^ihg softtient to support the lately 
prevailing sentimetit respecting universal salvation, wje 
tnfty proceed t6 meifti^ori some- things which give rea- 
-fecm tt> suppose that the *4ertf ends of the atonement 
may be more perfectlj^answefred wkhoutthe univeff 
'sal solvation of siriiiers,. thailk by tt^ And, that tht 
eternal destruction of some part of die hum^n raci, 
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will bestow n lustre on this doctrine^ which it would 
want without it. 

It may, first, ht observed, in general, that whatev-[ 
cr illustrate* the dignity and glory of the character of] 
Christ, does, of coarse, give import and slgnifican- 
cy to the atonement. The higher the dignity and ex- 
cellence of Christ's character rise, in the view of crea- 
tures ; the more important will his suiFerings and 
death natumlly appear. The greater import, also, 
there appears to be, in the sufferings of the Saviour ; 
the deeper will the impressions be, on the minds of 
creatures, of the awful anger of God against sinners. 
By how much the higher ideas of divine anger against 
•in, rise in the creature ; by so much the more clear 
and lively will be the sense and view of the freedom 
and richness of sovereign grace .• which Vill propor- 
tlonably, cootribute to the greater felicity of the sub- 
jects ol it. So that it appears to be of great import^ 
ance,even to the very ends of the atonement iuelf, that 
the dignity of Christ's character should be set in the 
ckarest point of view. 

' HxNCE it is that the human race are, all, given into 
tliehand«f^^hmt^ibrl^mie dispose of forever : Am 
appears from his being aj^ointed the judge of the 
world. And, that the atonement may receive addi- 
tional import from the eternal destruction of sinners, 
and the glory of Christ's character be greatly illus- 
trated by the vengeance which he takes upon his en- 
emies, is evident from the following considerations, 
via. 

I. The dignity and glory of a Conqueror, appear 
as illustrious in the destruction of his enemies, as in ^ 
the deliverance of his friends : And regards to the 
public good;' are as strOQgly painted in the evils' which 
are inflicted on the opposers of it, as in the protection 
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which is offered to its friends. Tbere&re, the Fatber 
Is represented as saying to Christ, in consequence of 
his having finished the work of redemption, ^^ Ask of 
^ me^ and I will give the heathen for thine inherit- 
** ance, and the uttermost parts of the earth, for thy 
«« possession. Thou shalt break them with a rod of 
<* iron, thou shalt dash them in pieces Hie a potter^ s 
^^ vessel.'** In this way is Christ to triumph over his 
enemies. This is to be a part of his reward for his 
eufierings. And, a promise of such a triumph would 
never have been made to him, unless it would coq<^ 
tribute to his greater glory, and render his merit more 
conspicuous. And, if the true merit and glory of 
Christ^s character may be illustrated in this way ; this 
would naturally lead us to expect that his tender lovo 
tp his church and his infinite aversion from the ene*- 
mies of his cause and kingdom will be exhibited in 
awful vengeance on impenitent sinnets, at the day of 
judgment* 

. 2. Christ^s executing vengcaftce at the day of 
judgment, will naturally express a higher degree of 
respect to the moral law, than could have appeared 
without it* The real merit of Christ, in character of 
mediator, consisteth solely in his regards to the moral- 
l^Wf or to that character of Jehovah which is express^. 
e4 in it. ' Had not his obedience and death, while up<» 
on earth, flowed from this principle, it would havs 
been of no worth in the sight of God. But b<:cau8ft 
he loped righteousness^ and hated inifuiti/^ there/ore 
GQd, his God hath anointed him with the oil of glad- 
ness above his fellows.f Had he not expressed the 
highest sense of the excellency of the divine law, his 
obedience and death would not have been the least 
ground for mercy to sinners. 

* PMlns ii. 8, 9. t Praltts «h^ f. 
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Bqtt while he waa upon earthy neither in his life, nor 
in his death, had Christ advantage to express, in full 
perfection, his infinite love to the law of God. For 
tfuB he needed to sustain a different character from that 
which he appeared in while on earth ; and to be in a 
different station. While in the world, he held the sta- 
tion of a servant ; and appeared, and acted, in no oth- 
er capacity. Then he expressed the most perfect res- 
pect and love for the divine law, which his situation 
and character Would admit of being expressed. He 
acted his part in perfection here upon earth. His 
whole life was a scene of die most perfect and spot- 
less obedience ; and that in the midst of the greatest 
opposition ?nd trials. And further to discover hisi en^^ 
tire approbation of the divine law, and the high estima- 
tion in which he held that glorious character of Jeho«- 
vah which appears in it ; the Saviour himself submit- 
ted to death, and voluntarily became a curse. But 
the part which he had to act for God^ and for his glo- 
ry and honor as the great lawgiver and judge, was not 
yet come to an end. Therefore was it of importance 
that he should be set at the head of the universe ; be 
appointed judge of quick and dead ; and pass the sol- 
emn decisive sentence, which Would fix the £ate of 
creatures to eternity. In this high and exalted station, 
the regards of the divine mediator to the moral law^ 
his love of righteousness and hatred of iniquity, are 
expressed in ways in which he had no advantage to 
discover them, while he was upon earth ; and glow in 
colors in which they never could before appear. Be- 
fore, he manifested love enough to the law of God, as 
a servant^ to obey it even unto death : Now, as a King 
jand Judge^ to administer government according to the 
strict tenor of itt dispensing rewards and punish^ 
tnents, and actually inflicting the death which the law 
threatens. As a servant, he loved it to a degree which 
engaged him to endure the curse ; as a King, to inflict 
it. Before, it appeared that he loved sinners well 
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enough to die for them ; now, that he loves God well 
enough eternally to damn them. 

From his station, therefore, as King and Judge, the 
Mediator is viewed in a difFerent light from what he 
could appear in before ; and clearer discoveries are 
made of his real and transcendently excelknt charac- 
ter. Now his love to the divine law puts on a difFer- 
ent form from any in which it had before been ever 
seen. And this act of awful justice, in dooming im- 
penitent sinners to eternal death, gives an import, a 
aignificancy, to the sufferings of Christ, whicli crea- 
tures never could have apprehended without it ; giv- 
ing a solemn majesty to his death, which will enable 
his people, forever, more highly to prize it. 

Here we see an obvious reason why the Mediator 
should' be appointed the judge of the wdrld. This ex- 
alted station, the holy scriptures teach us. Was given 
him in reward for his sufferings, for his obedience un- 
to death. And, in this last solemn act, before he gives 
up the kingdom into the hand of the Father, ht hath 
advantage to exhibit, in more strong and glorious co- 
lors than could ever brfore appear, the perfect union 
and harmony, in himself and in his arduous work, of 
mercy and truths and of rig-hteousness and peace* 
These not only have harmonized and united in all the 
doctrines which he taught, and the work w hit h he ac- 
complished, on earth ; but they meet, an I kiss each 
other in the solemn sentence of his lips, ** Come, ye 
** blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
** for you, from the foundation of the world," And, 
'* depart, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 
** the devil and his angels." 

3. The gfeater respect 5s manifested to the law of 
God, by such a person as Christ who died for sinners s 
N 
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4ie mere e^detit vnil be« both the evil of aiA^ and tbe 
necessity and import of tlM atonement. 

All due oev hoacH's reflected upon the divine law^ 
hy the medtator, nece«s3ErUy increstse and heighten the 
ideas of the evil of sm. And, by how much the naore 
the evU and malignity of sin are made manife&t ; by 
so much the Skore necessary wiH the atonement a|»« 
fear :: and the aigni&caiKy suid importance of it he 
proporticoNybly increased ,hi tbe estimation of creatures* 
And yet, without this last and solemn act ok J4idgflB«nt| 
k is exceedingly manifest that tbe high estimatioci m 
whkh the divine law is held by the divine Redeemer, 
could never be so clearly discovered, or so sensibly 
apprehended by creatures ; even, thoiigb he died to 
magnify and make it honorable. The saints, there-" 
fere would forever be destitute of that discovery of 
tigKieousness, *m the mediatpr, which, aboVe every 
thinif else, crowns, those regards of his, to the kw of 
'Goc% vhich he expressed in dying upon the cross*. 

Buir, when the regard of Christ, to A>% divine kv^ 
is seen from the seat of judgment, and expressed in a 
aen^nce of everlasitng punishment upon im.penileat 
siiijneFS ; the saints will then see, in a more cWar light 
that^ they ever could before,, how great a thing it was 
for Christ to. die for sinners ; - aoid himself, becoa\e a 
€Ues0 for them., that they might be the righteousness, of 
Godiv^ him. By these means, therefore, the dtvisto 
purity and hatred of iniquity will be greatl}' h«ightetn-» 
ed to tbe views of cresitiures ; and, cleaarer apprehen- 
sions^ coAsequently, he had oi the natuse, the extent^ 
and the gloiry of divine, sovereign Qiercks : All whkh, 
it is easy to' see, contribute to a v'^st enlavgemeaft of 
the powers and happiness of those wlio are saved by 
Chrial* 
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But, on the other hand, should it be that the sen- 
tence of the law is, Intio instance eitecuted, at the last ^ 
day ; it is exceedingly manifest that one glorious testi- 
aiony t>f Christ's respect to the divine law WtU be want* 
ing : And, therefore, one erklenee, of the necessitjr 
and importance of his deaths And^ in propattion at 
4he evidence cf aU these is defective, the ideas of di% 
vine grace roust be dimtnisbed ; and tbe gk>ry of tbt 
vrhole gospel fade away. 

Thesb obsenrntiocis make it miloifest that the ajT^nv^ 
yuent^ notwithstanding hs entire suffictenty %tA fuU** 
ness, is far Irom implying^ either a necessity^ or certaitt^ 
ty, of the salvation of thtt whole hum«a raee : So for 
from it that^ on the other hand, both the necessity and 
import of the atonement may be greatly illustrated by 
the eternal destruction of impenitent dinners. Airai 
if the preceding observations are just, the true nature 
of atonement could never be seen, nor properly un- 
derstood, nor the real worth of it be suitably estima- 
ted, were the penalty of the law, in no instancci exe- 
cuted in its full extent upon transgressors* 

Akd as the sense we have of divine gratt must 
tiesessarily be in proportion to the ideas we entertain 
oi God's hatred of iniquity ; it aeeras no more than 
rational to suppose that,^ in order to preserve and 
heighten a sense of grace, in those who are saved from 
ftmong men \ there will be perpttual displays of di- 
vine anger, on vessels of wrath. And to see this 
Vengeance executed by him who him9tlfiftcamcacur£f 
far hie people^ will greatly exalt his eharocter^ and 
give a language, a significancy, to his deatb| which 
was never before so dearly understood. 



sdbyGdagle 



148 DOGTAINE 07 GVAP. 3t« 



CONCLUSION. 

• IT may be of advantage before we dismiss the sub- 
ject, to turn our attention, for a little while, to some 
of the natural consequences of a dental oi the doctrine 
of atonement ; or of the supposition that the mere per- 
severing' obedience of Christy was all that was necessa- 
ry to open a way for mercy to sinners. These two 
opinions will probably be found, on careful enquiry, to 
amount to one and the same thing r At least, not to be 
materially different in their consequences. They bo!h 
deny any real necessity, arising either from the moral 
character of God, or from any other consideration, of 
his executing any punishments ; or, when sin had ta* 
ken place^ of displaying in its natural fruits, that dis- 
pleasure which the penalties of the law would natural- 
ly suggest. 

On these sentiments it may be observed^ 

1. That if it be unnecessary to the glory of the 
divine character, and the good of God's moral govern- 
ment, that he should express his displeasure against 
sin^ when it had actually taken place, by inflicting nat- 
tiral evil; it was of course unnecessary that God should 
«vcr threaten the sinner with natural evil. Where 
the general good doth not require punishments to be 
inflicted, it doth not require that they should be threat- 
ened. So also in cases where benevolence will not ex- 
press displeasure, it will not threaten creatures with it. 
It discovers capriciousness and want of wisdom, to 
annex penalties to laws, which never need be execu- 
ted—to express displeasure in wcrdsy in cases where- 
in it doth not in fact exist. On supposition, therefore; 
that God's displeasure against sinners never need be 
expressed in natural tvtls ; it is evident that the morai 
law, abounding .as ijt does with awful threateninga, 



y Google 



GHAt. Z* AT01ir£»£K1. Itf 

doth not express the true and real chadra^ter of God { 
but one infinitely the reverse } exhibiting in rv^rdt^ 
enger which hath no 9xiitence in the divine mind, and 
dressing the great governor of the world in vengeaoGe^ 
while anger is not in him. Nothing, therefore, can 
more directly subvert tlie first principles of divine rev* 
elation, than the supposition that it is unnecessary to 
the glory of the divine character^ that God should ex» 
press, in natural evil, his displeasure against sin. That 
opinion which supposeth that sin might have been for- 
given without atonement, clothes the divine Being in 
a character exceedingly diverse from that in which he 
appears in the moral law ;. and represents him as be* 
ing po33essed of a goodn€is of an exceedingly differ* 
ent nature from that which the moral law naturally 
exhibits* Therefore, for Christ to come, and magnify 
this law and do it honor ; when it exhibits a character^ 
in God, so infinitely diverse from that which would 
certainly have saved sinners, even though Christ had 
never appeared on earth ; would be Very far from 
being pleasing to the Father : And never^ in his vicvr^ 
could have merited that high station to which he is noW 
exalted. 

Thesx consequences necessarily flow from a deniaji 
of the necessity of an atonement ; if it be granted that 
the moral law, as promulgated in the sacred scriptures^ 
speaks the mind and will of God* If the divine will^ 
the feelings of the divine mind, perfectly (Correspond 
with the written law ; it is inconceivable that God'ft 
engef against sinners thould not be cxprcased^ in hia 
moral government^ by natural evil. And when w» 
consider the supremacy and mighty power of God, to 
deny the need oi natural evil in order truly to exptess 
the character of God, when sin hath aetually takes 
tolace I is the same as to deny that there are any feeb 
isga in the divine mind, whieh, *jn their natnial coit^ 
aeqpteai;eai aad eitpreesiont wittiid br»g evil < 
N 2 
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For if such feelings exist in the divine mind, ihey can- 
not be known otherwise than by being expressed in 
God'*s warks. And if it is God^ great end to make 
himself known, and in works exhibit his true charac- 
ter to the views of his creatures j there is no more rea- 
son to suppose that the scenes of divine government 
will be destitute of the fruits of this part ot the char- 
acter of God, than of those which directly express his 
approbation of virtue. 

The supposition, therefore, that atonement is not 
necessary to the exercise of mercy toward sinners, 
evidently implies that the written law doth not, in 
faci, speak the very roind and will of God : But that 
the. law itself, at furthest, intimates no more than that 
the sinner who persists in wickedness shall fall under 
the divine anger. But that persevering wickedness 
and impenttency, and these only, shall subject us to 
the anger of God, is so far from being the language 
of the divine law, that it curseth every one that con- 
tinueth not in all things written in the book of the 
law to do them* If, therefore, nothing but perseve- 
ring wickedness so incurs the divine anger as to ex- 
pose to natural evil ; nothing can be more certain than 
that the written law doth not indeed truly express the 
will of God. This must be true, unless the plain and 
natural language of the law, is that only certain^ atro* 
Cious sins shall be punished. And if the consequen- 
ces of a denial of the necessity of atonement, which 
have already been mentioned, be admitted to stand 
until this can be found to be the language of God's 
written law ; they will not suddenly be subverted. 
'^ . ■ • 

' He that can put such a construction on the moral law 
as leaves room for the escape of sinners of certain de«> 
nominationb and characters ; with an equal degree of 
dexterity in criticism and construction, will soon dis^ 
90WPX ihat sinners of every denomination may, ^venig 
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laxVy be exempted from punishment : And therefore 
enjoy, for a little while, the poor consolation of believ- 
ing that anger is not in God, and that there are no 
punishments for the wicked. 

2. If it be unnecessary to the glory of the divine 
government* that God's anger against sinners should 
be expressed in bringing natural evil ; it is equally un- 
necessary that any such displeasure as would, in its 
natural fruits and operation, bring evil on sinners, 
should ever have existence in the divine mind. The 
supposition that divine anger need not be exercised 
and expressed, implies that it is of no use ; and there- 
fore not an excellency in Gk)d : And consequently can 
have no existence in him. 

Thus the opinion that there is no necessity for 
God's expressing his anger against sinners, by bring- 
ing natural evils upon them ; not only cuts off the peiv* 
alties of the law, but exhibits the divine character it- 
self in a point of light exceedingly diverse from that 
which the moral law naturally expresseih. And the 
denial of any necessity of atonement, in order to a 
consistent exeicise of pardon and mercy ; plainly 
amounts to a denial of the necessity of punishments, 
und(^r the divine government ; or of any necessity 
arising from the divine perfection, that God should 
ever express displeasure by inflicting natural eviL 

Nearly the same consequences are involved in 
the opinion that the persevering obedience oj Christ 
was all that was necessary in order to open a way for 
' mercy to sinners. For unless this persevering obe- 
dience expressed divine anger against sinners ; it is 
manifest that there is no necessity that God should 
either exercise, or express anger : And therefore, all 
the consequences which flow from a denial of the ne^ 
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tesHttf of atQUemem^ flow equally from this cobstrur^ 
tioR of the nature of it^ 

But to say that Christ's obedience expr^flsed divine 
anger against sinners, is the sanre as to say that all 
that anger which exists in the divine mind, against 
them, may be expressed without natural evil— with- 
out punishments. This is evident ; because it is im*- 
plied in the supposition before us, that Christ express- 
ed and acted out the character of God ;— that the 
disposition of the divine mind was perfectly delinea- 
ted in Christ, and in his obedience. And if the wholiK 
disposition of the divine mind toward sinners, may be 
expressed without natural evil^ without punishment ; 
it is plain that no punishment is ever to be expected 
or feared : And that for this obvious reason, that 
there is in fact no disposition in the divine mind ac- 
tually to punish offenders ; or to bring natural evU 
upon them« 

Further ; to say that God cxpresseth displeasure 
•gainst sinners by rewarding th9 obedience ^f ChriH 
with a pardon to dinners; is still saying that there is 
no anger in God, but what may be properly and fully 
expressed by bestowing rewards* It would be ab*^ 
turd to suppose that the rewards which a master, or a 
parent, bestowa upon aii obedient sertant, or child^ 
express displeasure against the rest of ths family^ 
And if such be all the anger that ever exists in the head 
of the family ; neither childreti^ nor servants, need 
frer be afraid of punishment. So if all the displei^ 
iure which exists in the divine mind against sinnera, 
nay be expressed m rewarding the obedience of Christ;* 
it 18 apparent that there is no displeasure which 
need ever be expreaaed is tnfiictbg punishment* 

Sboitld it be urged that both the Fatlier aod the 
Sou expresaed displeasure against sinnersy by «nited- 
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ly acting against the cause of sin ; and that this is all 
the way in which it is necessary the divine anger 
should appear ; the consequence would still be that 
there is no disposition in the divine mind to punish of- 
fenders. Because this implies that God may express 
all the displeasure which he really hath against sin- 
ners, by acting in such a manner, in his providence, 
Jhr the cause of righteouspess, and against that of 
iniquity, as would render all punishment unnecessary. 

The denial of any necessity of atonement, and ev- 
ery construction of the nature of it which renders pun- 
ishments unnecessary ; are equally subversive of the 
moral law. Everj' explanation of the nature of atone- 
ment which implies it to be unnecessary that God 
should express anger against sinners by natural evils ; 
invests the divine Being with a character very differ- 
ent from that which the moral law naturally express- 
es. All such ideas, either of the necessity or nature 
of atonement, suppose that there is' nothing in thc^ 
moral law which would naturally and necessarily for- 
bid an expectation of pardon, upon repentance, even 
though Christ had never come into the world : And 
therefore, that the penalties of the law do not, in^ 
words, express any such displeasure against sinners, 
as, in its natural operation and fruits, would bring the 
punishments spoken of in the law, upon them. Such 
ideas of atonement imply that, whatever disapproba- 
tion may exist in the divine mind, of the characters of 
sinners ; still it is of such a nature that it may all be 
expressed without natural evil : Or, at least, that we 
could not have inferred from the clearest view we 
could have had of it^ that God would ever punish sin- 
ners : even had Christ never come into the world 
and died. . 

The whole controversy respecting atonement, 
therefore, turns upon the explanation df the moral 
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bw ; Mid prebftbly «ri«€S from different constructions 
put upoB it* If the written law is expix^ssive of all 
wiger in God against eintiers, which-, in its natural 0{)* 
ersitfoii would bring eternal punishment upon them ; 
it is oUyious that the spirit of the Uw cannot be pre^ 
served in gbveromem^ unless this anger be, in soma 
•ensiUe way, exhUiited to the views of cr-eatures : and 
Conse^ently, that it would be incomtistent with the 
character of God t6 pardon sinaers without an atone* 
ment ; and such an one as should exhibit this anger ; 
attd in which it shoukl appear to bum gainst aln* 
nerste 

Brr on the other hand, if Cod ms^ consistently 
fMtrdoB sinners without ai^ atonement ; or without eji^ 
htbiting an anger which would bring eternal destruc* 
tion upon sinners, should it fall immediately upon 
them ; it is obvious, either that the law exhibita no 
such character^ in the grtat Governor of the world, aa 
^ wduld naturally lead us to expect such an event ; <» 
that th^ true character of God is not iairly delineated 
in the mond law* For that the law should threaten 
eternal death to every transgressor, and at the saosie 
time fairly and faithfully delineate the naoral character 
of God i and yet that God should pardon the sinner 
without any atonement; is a manifest absurdity* 
The supposition, therefore,' that God may ctmatstent*- 
ly pardpn, without any atonement, either wholly sub* 
Verts the divine law, or givea a view of it totally dif« 
fcrent from that which ia naturally exhibited in an 
atone meat« 

Hahs, then^ tiecording to the ideas of thole ^ho 
£etty the atonement, are the true feeling6 of genuine^ 
gracious repentance : at least it involves, an apprehen* 
sion that it would be inconsistent with the very nature, 
nnd with t\fery idea of goodntsw^ for God to shut us 
Out from bta favor* Fffoai any vepaainncc tawanl 
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God, which involves tho«< ideas of 4he diifine ctiefacw 
ter, it it easy to see the humafv heart is not naturally 
very averse* Yea, to. define any material change^ 
with re&peet to its views of the divine character, which 
lakes place in the human heart, in repentance ; will^ 
en this hypothesis, he utterly impracticable. Surely 
BO such change can be conceived as renders, divine^ 
supernatural influences, in any measure necessary* 
We need not, therefore, he surprised to hear those 
who deny the necessity of atonement^ rencKioce everjr 
idea of divine supernatural operation^ in the conver* 
sion of sinners. 

And with what appearance of consistency, gentle* 
men who entertain such ideas respecting atonement^ 
ean urge that this ie a doctrine which subvertis the 
V«ry notion of grace m the pardon of sinners^ is hard 
to be conceived. For, with such, it is a fundamentfd 
maxim that it would be inconsistent with^^od^fte'^ te 
deny pardon to penkirms. On %his ^dundation the 
superstructure of their whole system is built. An4 
what grace there can be4n con^erring^ pardon, in eases 
Wherein it would be unjust and cruei to withhold it^ 
caiinet possibly he imagined^ Liid^ reason have those 
who entertain such sentiments, to exclaim against the 
advocates of atonement, as denying the doctrines of 
Jree grace in the salvation of sinners. 

Thus manifest is it^ that the denial of atonement 
tnakes a total change in the aspect, not only of the mor* 
al law, but also of the whole christian system. Itez^ 
hibits both the divine character itsell, the doctrines of 
Christ and his Apostles, and the terms on which the 
sinner may be pardoned and saved, in a light infinite- 
ly diverse from that in which chey all appear in the 
atonement ({fChrUP* 
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155 POCTRINEy CsPr. CHAP. X* 

. And now it must be left with the candid, intelligent, 
reader, to judge for himself; faithfully comparing 
what is here offered with the unerring' oracles of God. 
These arc the only standard ot truth ; and by these 
inust every doctrine be tried. Every sentiment, eve- 
ry scheme of doctrine that will not bear this test, how* 
ever cherished, or by whatever great name it be au- 
thorised, will sooner or later fall to the ground* 
While, on the other hand, every system, and every 
sentiment that is found here, however unpopular, how- 
ever exploded by the great and the wise, among men ; 
will infalliby stand ^ and shine, and brighten forever 
and even 

And the whole must be left with HIM who, hint*^ 
selfy made atopement for the sins of the world ; for 
him to use, and to dispose of, as in infinite wisdom^ 
he shall *ee will be for the best.^ With Him the cause 
of truth may be confided.: in his hand it is infinitely 
safe. May the time be hastened when the darkness 
|hall be dispelled, and the light shall $hine : when hi^ 
(ruth, such as it is, shall be known and be confesaedi 
from one end of the earth even unto the other ; and 
the whole earth shall be full of the knowledge of lh« 
glory of the Lord. A MEN. 
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APPENDIX. 



coirrAimNG a view of consb^encjrs, result^ 

ING FROM A DENIAL OF THE DIVIHITT Of 
CHRIST, 

THE doctrines of Christianity are so connected to- 
gether, and many of them so evidently imply each 
other, that a denial of one, subverts the foundation of 
many others. This is more obviously the case res- 
pecting that of the Divinity of Christ, than almost any- 
other doctrine. As the christian system is built on 
Christ, his character is so interwoven with the whole, 
that the nature and consistency of it can be compre- 
hended, no further than his true and real character is 
understood* All evangelical doctrines derive their 
complexion from the character of Christ, their Auth- 
or : — And^ must necessarily admit and require very 
different constructions, according to the sentiments, 
which are to be entertained respecting the real Divin- 
ity of his person. 

We often derive advantage from a view of conse* 
quenccs naturally flowing from opinions proposed to 
U8» Consequences afford one rule for tryii^g the 
strength and justness of principles from which they 
result. The consequences, which naturally flow from 
opinions, and the influence these opinions necessarily 
have on others, serve, many times, to shew their con- 
sistency, or the reverse. In this view of the subject, 
it may be useful to trace some of the consequences, 
which naturally flow from a denial of the Divinity of 
Christ. 

O 
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Ih the pi^ceding Examinc^hn of the Scripture Doc^ 
trine of Atonement^ the true and real Divinity of 
Je^s Christ was taken as a given point ; and on this 
ground was the inquiry into the nature of the atone^ 
ment he made for ein. As the truth of this doctrine 
is much more freely and openly called in question, thttn 
it was when the Treatise was first published ; it is 
thougfaet thati in aid of this important subject, a view- 
irf some of the consequences^ naturally resulting from 
a denial of the real and essential Divinity of Chiist^ 
may now, with propriety, be added* 

!• Ir Christ be not truly a divine person*^God aft 
mdUl as man, it must be, that there is no atonement 
made for the sins of men ; and, of course, if any sin^ 
ners of m&ukind are pardoned and saved, they are sa* 
ved without regard to any atonement made for themt 

. If the death of Christ were not an atonement fo# 
iin, none has been made. By atonement is here meant 
that which magnifies the broken law of God, and does 
k the same honor, which would have been done by the 
execution of its penalty whenever it be incurred. The 
only natural and ordinary way to magnify and hono# 
a broken law, is to execute its penalty on the offender^ 
Laws, which are not executed, will, neither be of 
force, nor command respect. If the sinner be forgiv- 
en without such a testimony of divine displeasure 
against him, as honors the law of God, and establish* 
es its authority to the same degree, that the execution 
of its penalty wo^ild have done 4 it would seem to di^ 
teinish the respectability, both of the law, and of the 
Lawgiver; and, naturally tend to take away the fear 
of offending the holy God. Whenever, and in what- ^ 
ever way, the displeasure of God against the sinner 
be as fuUy and sensibly expressed, to die view of crea- 
tures, as it would have been by the execution of the 
{icnalty of the law itself upon him| atonement is made 
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£m* his 8k»4 and the ends of pimisfameiit «re ttnawer- 
«(L By uton^nciU^ therefore, we mean a clear and 
visible maiiifestation of that righleoua anger, which re* 
ally e^isi5 m the divine mind against the sinner, ttiitA* 
^Mt the affittider'a beh^ •ubjecttd to persomal ptmhk* 

, Ix Jesus Chrial htkwka creaiure^^if he be not, tra« 
^ and rea%^ a t^hu person ; no atonement, in this^ 
aesuMi of the term, is made for sin :-->«For aught wo 
can see,, it might have been forgiven, vtiAi as little in* 
jury to the character and respectabilitji^ of the law of 
God,, if he Jiad never came into the world. If Christ 
be but a mere man, or a mere creature, in whatever 
sense it. u%ay be supposed he died for sinners, there is 
nothings in his death, to exhibit the character of thn 
Qiieat Governor of the world in anjr measure in the 
light, in which the threatenings of his holy law repre« 
VOA it. No 4emponary aofernigs of a mere ereatlirt 
coold exhibit a disjpleas^re in Him, whn infficted ihcoai 
to be compared witli that, which vrould neceasariljr apt 
pear in the execution of die threatened penalt^r on a 
sinner. For the sinner, therefore, to have been for* 
pven, even howeVer much out of respect to Christ, 
wonld seem necessarily to east reproach on th^ tew of 
God,, and beget an oponion, thi^ so high a ckgpcce ol 
dispkaaufe^ as its penalties import,, never did^ mfaoti 
exiiit, in the divine vtiiai. 

. It^ on the other haod^ Christ is rea% a divine pec« 
9on-<*4n such a sense the Son of God, that he partakes 
of the very nature and essence of the Godhead— •!! 
a person of sm:h dignity gave hie life a ransom for sin* 
ners, bearing their sins in his own body oo the tree ; 
the chsuraicu;r of th^it. gtorknia Judge and Avenger^ 
• who laid on him the iniquities of us all, must appear 
in a light exceedbgly different from wHat it would or 
could have 4f»% had the^smnen beeafbii^ven ontiif 
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aoiy^apposeaUerespeet to Christ, if he vtre but a . 
mere creature.««-Yea, the very sufferings of xChri««« 
must, in this case, have exhibited the character of- 
God in an unspeakably different lig^t, from whet t^.. 
sufferings c^ any mere creature could have doiie.» 
That nothing short of the deep humiliation and sacri«« 
fice of a Son so infinitely near and dear to him, would 
]irev«ilx>n the £tefnai Father to remit, in aoy in^ance, f 
the penal^ of the la\r ; must manifest, in God,, the 
highest conceivable respect to his holy law : It &hew«^) 
that a law, guarded by such penalties as his is, could, 
in no other way, receive suffieie»t hc^or, if sinners, 
were forgiven* If the Saviour^ who was sacrificed for 
his people, is, in this full and high, sense^ the Son loC- 
God ; the sacrifice shews as hlg^ a respect 40 the mor-*. 
ai. law, as would have appealed in the execution ot\ 
the penalty on him, for whom the sacrifice wa$ made. 
For creatures to see, th^t zvithma such a sacrifice^ Gqd^ 
will not permit the transgressor to go unpunished^^ 
will naturally, excite, in them^ as great a fear of of-^ 
fending, as it can be supposol the^thveatemoga of tlis^ 
tew are capable of excUiog*^ 

In estimatmg the dkpkasure, ^hich is ever mw*. 
fested in sufiferings, we namrs^ly take into view the. 
character of the patient, as weU as the quantity of suf- 
ferings themselves. We- read greater dis^f^^asure la 
the pains and sufferings infiieted'OOE a person of, high 
and exalted character, than in the same degrees of 
Mtural evil laid on one of mdch lower character and 
worth. And, if it be just, thatwe should, in this-way, 
#stimate the displeasure^of the holy God in ' cvilsv 
which he inflicts ; it must be admitted, en the princu 
pk that Christ is truly a divine persbn, that, in his 
humiliation,, sufierings and death, there is as full- and 
visible a discovery of divine anger, as. is made in all 
the awful threalenings and penalties of the. law of 
God* • <Coiise^pM»^f if4bat'JeJNi% ^who died on ih^ 
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cross, was trtily God as well as man, there is an (a9ne^ 
mtnt made for sin, in the sense in which it is urged 
t6 be necessary for the pardon of a sinner. If, on the 
other hand, this Jesus be but a mere creature, there is» 
no atonement, agreeable to the definition of the term^ 
before given, made for the sins of men. 

Here, then, it may not be improper to note aeverali 
consequences, which will re&uit from the pardon ofi 
sin without any atonement. -And, 

1. If Christ have not made an atonement for sin, 
by his suffering and death, it cannot be on account of 
any righteousness of his^ that penitent sinners are par^^ 
doned and saved. Many things in the sacred Scrip* 
tares have induced a general belief, in christians, that 
the righteousness of Christ is th^ great and only con*^ 
sfderation^ on which parlon and eternal life are evey 
bestowed on a sinner. Christians are said to be justi« 
fied by the blood cf Christ—^to be reconciled to Grod 
btf the death o/hisSon^ Rom. v. 9, 10. The rtghte-- 
ousness of the law is said to be fulfilled in them, Romw 
viii. 4. And, God is said to impute righteousness 
xufthtntt -works to belit vers, Rom. iv. 5, 6. Christ is 
said to be made righteousness as well as sanctificatioa 
and redemption to his people, 1 Cor. i. 30. And the 
apostle says, God made Christ to be sin for believers^ 
that they might be made the righteousness of God in 
him, 2 Cor. v. 21. Christ is, also, said to be the. 
Lord his people's righteousness^ Jer. xxiii. 6. And 
their language is. In the Lord have we righteousness^ 
Isa..xlv. 24. Accordingly, Paul wished to be found 
in Christ, not having on his own righteousness, bus 
that which is through the faith of Christ, the righte* 
€Hsness which is of God by iaith^ Philip, iii. 9. 

- The term rtghteousntss^ relates to.arAiIe,orhiw,l7 
which the mond actions and cbm»ftrra of creaturM 
O 2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tat 

artt to he tiScd sad de£ided.>^It pUmly iisp{XMt« sucji 
a nik to 9MMU The m^o/ iotu,: as reveakd in the 
holy Scripturta, it the only rule by which the actiottt 
of niiea are to he tried i and, hy which their charac« 
ten are to he decided, either at rtghteouai ot the re* 
verae. So^ also, the Urm%ju»tify w^kdjustification re* 
late to Jaw^ and imply a rule, agreeably to which per« 
aoas are, or may be acquitted, from any guilt chatiged 
npon them. The foregtung passages must, thereforev 
imply, that sinners, who are pardoned and saved by 
Christ, are acquitted from condemnation not without 
that righteousness, which the moral law requires, and 
which, in the eye of law, would be sufficient to justify 
and acquit them from every charge, which could re»» 
sooably be tm>ug^ against them. 

It is true^ that, in ^he nature of things, it is supposo« 
d)le, «i acquittal should be granted a criminal^ witb^ 
out any regard to iaw^ or any righteousne^B of the 
law ; though it night be dii&eult, for us, to discern 
the consistency of it with-the character of a rtghteoM 
judge. But should the holy God, in this way, acquit 
QOSi who is a sinner, from condemnation ; it could 
not easily be perceived how, widi praprietVi it could 
be said, that the nghteousncss tiftht law isfu^ikd ta 
him.— *Nor can we see any way, in which this right* 
^mstt^s is, or can be fulfiUed in a sinner, unless there 
he in the character^ and work of Christ, a proper and 
neasonable ground for God to treat sinners who belim^ 
in him as righteous persona; and, for bestowing oo 
them the benefits of righteousness. There is no way^ 
in which w» can conceive the righteousness of the law 
to he fulfilled, in a mond creature, otherwise than by 
hia> f ither perfectly obeying it, or suffering its peiial« 
ty— >or,hy die righteousness and auSn-ings of another^) 
to whom he stands in such t relation, that his vicari- 
a|is sufferings and righteousness answer the same vaU 
iiabbaads i^^aiwnMneatr aa woakl h»ve hee» answer* 
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od, ekfaerHbyiut own perfect petiettal okedience^or in 
defect oi'tbatf his tufiering the penalty of transgi^esuoxw 
But, onlesB Cbrkt it a person of soch high and infinita 
dignity, that kis sub^ting hiniaelf to the law, and 
faeartag the sins of his people in his own body on the 
trae, does the same honor to the divine law, and as 
entirely establishes the authority, and honors the gov« 
emment of God, as would have been done by the e»t 
ecution of the penalty on the transgressor ; it will not 
easily be seen, how his people are said to be justtfipd 
nnd redeemed by his Hood c-^NoVy unless believers in 
Christ derive Jrom him the benefits of righteousness^ 
Hhd that in a way. as truly honorable to the just God 
and Hta righteous government, as. though they, them* 
selves had fulfilled it, do we see how tighteovuness can 
be said to be reckoned or imputed to them— ^how 
Christ is made righteousness to them--<or how he is 
their righteousness^ To suppose the terms justify^ 
Jmsti^caiiony righteousness^ as they are used, in the 
holy Scriptures, in reference to believers, have no re- 
lation to iaw^^tht rule by which the actions and char- 
acters of men are estimated ; must imply, that they 
are used in a sense very. foreign from their origin^d 
import ; and, in a manner, which conveys, neither in» 
struction, nor idea to us. 

It It be not on account of that righteousness of 
Christ, which consisted in his perfect obedience, and 
his becoming a curse, thatbelievers are pardoned and: 
justified ; no respect ta had to the law, or to its right-* 
eonsness that we can see, in the provision, which ia 
made for the salvation of sinners^ either one wskj or 
another* If there be no atonement for sin, (as the«%- 
ia not, if Christ he not a divhie perbonO no regard in 
had to law, or to any righteousness of the law, in (lie 
bestowment of pardons on offenders. If this be the 
way in which pardons ure conferred^ no rightemt^ 
ntss either is^^r needbi aaft pni e d to the eut^eets*— 
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Christ is not their riffhteousness j nor Is hcvnor need he 
be made rigkteousnesB to them* If it be, that pardons 
are thus absoluttly bestowed on any of our guihy race, 
there might have been all the same grounds, for aught 
we can see, for the salvation of sinners, as thofte on 
which it is actually bestowed, had Christ never came 
into the world and died : — The law, as a rule by 
which, and according to the spirit of which, moral 
creatures are to be, either acquitted, or condemned| 
is, as to them, perfectly set aside. 

But it may be said, that sinners are pardoned and 
saved on their repentance and return to obedience ; and, 
therefore, though the doctrine of the Divinity and 
atonement of Christ be given up, it cannot, with pro- 
priety be said, that no regard is had. to the honor and 
righteousness of the law, in their pardon and salva- 
tion—That, sufficient honor is done, and respect paid 
to it, when the offender acknowledges its righteous- 
ness, condemns himself for transgressing, and returns 
to obediei^ce. In reply to this, it is to be observed, that, 
if any regard be had, in this case, to any righteousness 
whatever^it must be to the sinner's own— the righteous- 
ness uf his repentance and return to obedience^ That 
this should be considered, either as the righteousness 
of the law, or doing honor to it, must imply, that the 
law conderomi sinners only on condition of their per- 
sisting' and dying in impenitence* On no other con- 
struction of the law of God than this, can the sinner's 
repentance and return to obedience be considered, ei- 
ther as doing any sufficient honor to the law, or fulfill- 
wg its righteousness* That sinners of mankind are 
saved, and restored to the favor of God on account of 
any persona! righteousness ever found in them, natu- 
ral leads to this construction of that holy law of God, 
which curseth every one, who does not continue in aU 
things written in the book of it, to do them. If, on 
the Qther handi the holy law of God makes perfect, 
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9\sAes^4 h<aimo$f tlie only condition of our inheriting. 
lu» favor i it must be undeniable, that no righteous- 
ness of a sinner can be the ground of his being saved 
ffpm the execution of that curse, whieh he has incur- 
red :^-For.the righteousness of a sinner^ be it ever so 
perfect in its kind, ^an be the righteousness of no la\r^ 
l^t such jtti one, as is satisfied and sufficiently honor* 
ed by, his repentance, and consequently, of none, but 
what makes persevering, final impenitence, the only 
ground of condemnation to punishment. 

Birr if the import of that moral law, under which 
God has placed us, be no other, than that they, who 
persist in: disobedience, and die in impenitence, shall 
suffer its curse ; it is a clear ca9e, that the repenting, 
returning sinner has, neither iticurred, nor deserves 
it. He does not come within that description, which- 
alone subjects to the curse. There can be no occa- ' 
8ion,> therefore, for any atonement to be made for himi 
Or for any other righteousness than his own, to open a 
way for him to the favor of God. We observe, 

-■II. That, if sinners are pardoned and saved any 
otherwise than through the atonement and righteous- 
ness of Christ, there will be no evidence, that their 
salvation is by grace* 

' .' . 

. That the salvation of sinners is wholly by grace is. 
a doctrine most clearly and fully taught in the gospel. 
It is so expressly asserted, on a great variety of occa- 
sions, in the New Testament, as to render it unne- 
cessary to recite any partfcular passage. Though all/ 
who profess to believe the gospel, will acknowledge, 
that the salvation of sinners vaxMsxh^ by grace ; many, 
however,, entertain very different ideas of the nature 
and import of that grace, by which sinners are saved. 
It will be necessary, therefore, to ascertain, if we can,- 
the Scriptural idea of the term, when it is used to ex- 
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pre«8 the greaCftesa of diy)ne gpodtaui mdxoffn^. 
which are exercised in the salvation, of sinners*. 

. Haaa^ then, it. is to be observed^ that the tertvL 
jl'racty when it is used in the holy Scriptures, to ex«% 
pvess that divine love and goodness^ which are exerci* 
sed in pa)-doning and saving sinners, does not meait 
the beslowment of favor and blessings excee^Titi^ aru^ 
proper merit in the oiyecty or the worth of any oeroitoi 
performed; buty k metmejiwor to the tU^s^rrnng^^'^ 
blessings and good conferred on such as merit nothing 
hut Hfil ai the hand of GooL It ia essential tcr the 
Scriptural ide^ m{ gract^ that the ol^ct of favor and 
Wessings, deserves curses and eviL-^Onfy such as de«*^ 
serve the wrath and curse of God, can be the oli^ctaL 
^ God's sSoing merty and grace. 

In prooi of this, it is to be observed, that the dipoof 
tie, treating on the doctrine of our justificatlpo hy 
&ith, tdb ua, Ronu iv. 4, 5. ^* Nov to htm that. 
" worketh is tlae reward not reck^med of grace, but o£ 
*' debt. But to him that worketh not, but believeth 
<^ on him that ju^tifietb the ungodly^ hts faith is count- 
** ed ifor righteottsacss." And again further, verse 
16, siill treating on the tame su^ect, he observes^ 
** Therefore it is by faith, that it might be by grace***. 
When there is no defect of obedience, the reward is 
there said to be of debti Thus it ia to the holy angels, 
who never atnn^. And, thus it would have been to 
our first parents, had they never transgresaed. A re- 
ward bestowed agreeably to a covenant or promise, 
for services and obedience, however far it may exceecl 
tlie worth and value of the service, is yet, in the lan-^ 
guage and estimation of scripture, of debt. But a re-. 
ward by grace invariably means favor shewed to the 
uni^oitfz^— ^blessings and good bestowed on those, who 
deserve nothing but evil at the hand of God. So» 
also, if Use virtue and obedience of a sinaer^ be the 
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etmsuierattM Dn Mrhich he is received ioto Ae favor of 
God, and treated as righteous ; his justification is evi* 
dently not hy grace^^ but the reverse. For the aposde^ 
speaking of the way in which Abraham was justified^ 
says that, if it were by works^ he hath whereof to ^b^ 
rtf. In ^e like distinguishing manner he speaks of 
the saiv&tion of sinners^ Ephes. ii. 8, 9* ^* For ^ 
»* grace arc ye saved, through faith<i^not of wcMrks^ 
** lest any man should boa&t.'' Abraham would have 
had whereof to boast, had he been received to favor 
and justified on account of any obedience of his owm 

These observations are sufHcieht to determine th^ 
sense of the word gr/ice when it is used to express the 
goodness of God in the salvation of sinners, on one 
hand ; and, the nature of the consideration on which 
this salvation is conferred, on the othen 

THAt the wisdom of grace in the salvation of sin* 
hers will be, at least, greatly obscured, if the atone- 
ment and righteousness of Christ are not the great and 
bnly consideration on account of which such mere^ is 
bestowed, appears thus, viat. 

1. The evidence o£ grace in the salvation of any one^ 
toust be in proportion to the evidence there is of hb 
guilt and ill-desert* Grace can be seen no farther 
3ian the ill-desert of its object is seen. Should any 
of the hnman race be saved, without public evidence, 
at the same time, exhibited of their desert of the dis- 
pleasure and anger of God ; it could not be evident^ 
that their salvation is by grace : Nor, of courfte^ could 
they be to the praiise of the glory of divine graoew 
Admitting, it may be known to God, that they are 
saved by grace ; still, there being no public evidence 
cr manifestation of it, a great and impoitant end, 
wJhich God evidently has in view, in the salvation of 
sinners, would bt unattaiced i and, the he^venljr host 
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could not ascribe that glory and praise toGod, which 
arc justly due to him for his wonderful mercy and 
grace. If grace be the bestowment of good^ where 
only evil is deserved-^and this be necessarily implied 
in scriptural ideas of grace ; it must be obvious, that 
grace can no further appear, than the guilt of the ob«> 
ject appears. It must, also follow, that the degree. of 
grace in. the salvation ot the sinner, must be estimated 
by the degree of ill-desert, which appears in him* If 
there be but little visibility of his desert of evil, the 
groee^ by which he is saved^ must appear proportiona* 
bly *mall. Where there is no visibility or evidence of 
guilit in the object of divine favor there can be no 
evidence, that any good he receives is of grace. 

2. The estimate, which God forms of the character 
of any one, it must be admitted, affords the best and 
onl5'^sure rule, by which we are to estimate it. God 
is the Judge.— He judges righteous judgment— Esti* 
mates characters and actions truly and righteously—^ 
There can be no error in him. That this is the best 
and only sure rule by which we can estimate moral 
characters and actions, will, probably, be admitted. « 

3. It must, also, be admitted, that God's ultimate 
treatment of his creatures affords us the best rule we 
can have for judging of the estimate he forms of their 
morral characters* . When God in no way manifests 
any displeasure with any one, we can have no right to 
conclude, that his morral character merits displeasure. 
When God bestows favors and blessings on any one, 
giving no visible testimony, at the same time, that he 
holds his moral character in abhorrence ; we have 
all the same reason to acquit him, in our own minds 
of guilt, as we have to conclude, that the judge of all 
the • earth does right, and is a holy and just <>od. 
Where we can discover no marks of divine displeas- 
ure, against <Uky one, we can have no rightto.coiiclttde^ 
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^hat he merits any :— And, therefore, cnn have no 
' ground for considering any good bestowed on him as 

being of grace. If any one be finally and eternally 
-saved, widiout evidence of his ill-desert in God's 

sights we can have no just reason to conclude, that his 

siiivation is by grace. 

• Hen^ce it xnuBt follow, that the visibility and evi- 
dence of grace^ in the salvation of sinners, must be in 
proportion to the manifestations, which are made of 

'God's anger with them, and of his abhorrence of them. 
If this be so, it must follow, that nothing ever took 
place, nhich so clearly and fully evinces the sinner's 
salvation to be by grace^ as the atonement Christ has 
made for sin by his own blood. If Christ was truly 
a divine person, and the sufferings he endured, when 
he bore the sins of his people ;in his own body on the 
tree, were expressions and testimonies of the anger of 
the just God against sinners ; the evidence that their 
salvation is by grace — frte, rich grace and infinitely un« 
deiserved mercy, must be clear and inconirovcrtibie, 

• On the other hand ; if Christ be but a mere crea- 
ture, no sufferings he endured were any, either eX' 
pressions^ or tesii monies ot the anger of God \iith 
9inners t On which hypothesis no atouement is inade 
for sin ; and, there will, of course, be no evidtnce ihwt 
the salvation of sinners is by grace. This is l)ui the 
natural and genuine c<msequencc of denying, that a- 
tonement was made for sin by the death and sufferings 
of Christ— And, that no atonement is, in fact, made, 
will be, on all hands admitted, if he be not la divine 
person^ truly God as well as man; 

It niust further, appear that, if the cfoctrine of the 
Divinity of Christy and of the atonement mac*e by hhiv 
be denied, no regard, that we can see, is had to God's 
holy laiVy oribe righieou^icsa of the kw, m the par- 
Digitized by vjOOqIc 



4on and jjuMificatioD of believers— ^We cad diecovc^lr 
no way, in wbich the righteousness of the l^w is fu^ 
filled in them ; or, how that holy law, which they have 
ever been under— -which they have awfully violated-^--- 
^nd the curse and condemnation ot which they have 
incurred, is magnified and made honorable. On this 
principle, the law of God, for aught we can see, is per- 
fectly given up and set aside in every instancci where^* 
in a sinner is pardoned and saved, 

Shouj^d it be said that, though the doctrine of the 
atonement be given up,, it cannot properly be said^ 
that the law of God is set aside by his bestowing a par* 
don on penitents ; because, the repentance of the sia- 
ner b^ing made necessary to his pard^n^ and the condi'^ 
tion of it^ evidently proves a respect, had to the law, 
and to the righteousness of it, in hits, salvation. la 
reply to this, it may be observed, that, as has been be* 
fore suggested, this will suppose^ that the holy law of 
Ood has no other demand on the sinner, than that h« 
repent— ^That his repentatice and return to obedience 
are ^ftdjilling of the righteousness qf the law. And 
if this, in truth be the case, nothing can be more obvi- 
ous than that his being received to favor and saved, is 
not, and qannot be, by grace* For every one will see^. 
that,, where the righteousness of th^ law is so fulfilk^ 
hy any one, that he is not x:ondemned by it, no grace 
can b<^ exercised toward him in his being preserved 
from the execution of any penalty of it. Sut whether 
the sinner^s repentance and return to obedience be all 
the righteousness, which the law of God, ia strictness^ 
reqi^ire, or not ; it is manifest, that, if no other rightr 
eousness of the law be fulfilled in the penHent, than? 
what is implied in his return to obedience, the law of 
Ood, which requires perfect obedience, and tliat on 
p;ain oi deatk, is exceedingly abated, and very greatly 
tpitigated in his. case. And, if bis repentance and re« 
t(i(A tOi^ot^dienqe are ViQ^QQnsifki^Qn oi^ which, he is 
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restored to the divine favour, it is very ^vieus, thaft 
bis saWation is not bifg^rixce* On whatever ground k 
be sup)K>sed) that a sinner is restored to the favor of 
God^ if it be in a way wherein God*s holy and right- 
eous displeasure with him is, in no way rendered as 
visible^ as it wo»ld have been in the execution of the 
penaky of the law npon him ; it is very evident, that 
h caoaot apfiear he is^ saved ^ grace. 

BvT, to the justness of this coneliision, it may be 
-objected, that •* Though God spare and save the sin- 
'•^ ner, without any regard had to any honot done his 
•* broken law, either by an atonement made for sin, 
** or by the penitence of tie sinner ; it iViust, nevet^ 
** theless, fully appear from hh h9$y ti^rdf, that tht 
** subject oi this salvation has incurred the curse j 
, ^ sund, costsequently, that be is saved hy gtace.^^ 

Ttf this tt may be replied^ tnat, if tltb ^<i^«M»M»««i 
€>od adsBinisters do not accord^ in the true spirit of 'ft 
nvith the construction we may A^ti^ fm$ on his word, 
fre shall feel ourselves compelled to interpret hi^ 
aaind by the fonvwr, rather than by what we may 
iKtve ap^ehended to be the real meaning and itnpott 
<ef the latter. God's actual administration of go\<*ert^- 
ttent over bis cireaturcs, is the best comment on thfe 
iaw lie has given them : For he is of one mind, and 
Aone can turn him. It most, however, be m09t di^* 
honorabk to God^ to suppose any the least disagree* 
ment between the administration of his government^ 
and the true epirit mid im^t $j hu ^written hwm 
Still, it is diiScuk to aee how the supposition can bt 
woided, if it be admitted, that God, in any instance, 
Tcceive to favor a creature, whom bis word conclem^w, 
without any regard had to smy honor done his broken 
law, as the ground of it. If God do this, we, certaiiw 
)y, can see no evidence oi such displeasure, in the 
iAime mod, a^iim ma in cvety instmice, as wt hadi 
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apprehended the threatenings and curses of his woxd 
import :«— oAnd how, in such a case, we can avoid sup- 
posing that we have improperly intcrpreied his word, 
is not seen. If indeed such displeasure does exist ia 
the ( ivine mind, it must be uncontrovtfrtible, that, as 
fLir as the evidence ^nd visibility of it fail, sq far there 
is a defect of evidence, that any favors bestowed arc 
of grace. Wc see not how the Deity himself can feel 
that he exercises grace in the bestowmciit, even of 
the highest favors on one, whom he doe ^ not vietu as 
deserving of endless perdition. Nor, unless he ex- 
hibit, in his government, such a view of the object of 
his favor, can we suppose, that he requires^ his crea«^ 
tures to consider any blessings, however great, to be 
fruits of ut«merited mercy and grace. 

It is objected again, (if indeed it be admitted by 
the rejecters of the doctrine of Christ's "Divinity and 
Atonement, thdt any of mankind will be finally s«*ntcf»- 
ced to endless punishment,) that ** the pimishment of 
** *omf, will be a public evidence, that a U deserve its 
** and, therefore, that the divine mind holds the pcr- 
•* sonal characters of the saved in no better light, thaa 
•• it (Jots those of the damned — That the punishment 
♦♦ of the damned will, therefore, be a public and stand- 
♦' ing evidence and proof of the estimate, which infi- 
*' nite righteousness forms of men universally :— Con- 
♦' sequently, that evidence cannot be wanted, that such 
*' as are saved, are saved bygrace.^ 

In reply, it may be asled. Where is the evidence, 
that in^nite righteousness estimates the characters and 
deserts of the saved in no, other light, than it ddiss 
those of the damned? It, cannot by the supposition 
arise from any atonement, either made or required, 
for their sins, any more than for the sins of the dam- 
ned. Nor can we collect this evidence from any thing 
f ^d ia the word of God ,* because the actual treaty 
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mcnt, which the saved receive at the hand of God, 
stands in the way of any inference we can make against 
their characters, from any other consideration what- 
ever; 

Ir it ht^ that Cod pardon and save sinners absolute^ 
ti/\ without any regard had, either to their repentance, 
or any atonement made by Christ as a reason or con- 
sideration on which they are received to favor ; it can- 
not be seen, that he makes his word the rule of bis 
goxfernmenU — That, the character, which we shotddap' 
prehendjrom the threatenings and denunciations of his 
word, really belonged and was essential to him, ever 
appears and is acted out in his administration. On 
the hypothesis before us it must be manifest, that, 
from the word of God, we cannot be authorised to 
conclude, either that all mankind, or a part will be fi- 
nally saved, or eternally perish. 

But you will still object, and say, *' Even on your 
•**own hypothesis of the real Divinity of Christ the 
** Saviour, and of an atonement made by him for sin ; 
** if any sinners of mankind are saved, (as all grant 
** there will be,) the word must cease to be a rule of 
** the divine government, or to afford evidence of the 
*f estimate, which God forms, of the characters of men, 
** For, even on your own plan, there is as real a disa- 
s* greement between the word of God and th^ govern^ 
** ment he actually administers^ a» on ours." 

In reply, we observe, 

1. That, admitting the Divinity and atonement of 
Christ, and the application of the benefits of his right* 
cousness to believers, it will not appear, that the word 
of God ceases to be the rule, by which he estimates^ 
and by which we are to estimate the characters of 
t^n iiniversaUy.^ Christ c^me into tb« world to sav^ 
P 2 
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sinners-^For the tins <^{ mfcn he was made % propitia- 
tion. If the sacrifice he mmle of himself is accepted 
and theVf who believe on him« receive its bene its ;— * , 
this can be no evidence, that God estimates their char* 
acters diiFerently from what they are estimated in his 
written word. The aalvatien of men by ChrUt can be 
no evidence, that their characters are, originally, in 
any measure different from those of such 9& perish ; or, 
that they are less deserving of endless punishment* 
Nor can it be any evidence^ that God is less offended 
with them ; or, that he holds their characters in less 
abhorrence, than he does the characters of tho8e,whom 
he semis to destructiun-o^For, notwithatandiag their 
being believers, it is the ungodly whom God justifies. 
From these consideratioss it must be manifest, that 
the salvation of sinners through the blood and atone^ 
mem of a Divine Saviour^ gives not the least reason to 
apprehend, that God estimates their charai:ters aod de*>. 
aerts, in any measure, diiFerently from the estimate giv- 
en of them in his written word ;-^But instead of that, 
affords abundant proof that hedges not ; otherwise such 
a propitiation must have been unnecessary for them. 
The word will, consequently, still remain a perfect in- 
terpreter of the divine mlnd\ e^hibiiing the character 
of God in no other light, than he himself exhibits it m 
his government. The salvation of sinners thrmtgh the 
merit ond righte^uanew §f Christ it must, therefore, ap- 
pear, does no injury to the authority^ or the credit and 
honor of the -writtm word of God. ' Nor, 

2. Will it appear, on sinners being pardoned and 
saved through the merit and righteousness of Christ, 
ftat the word of God ct^isuB to be the rule of his^v^rn^ 
mentp The word estimates the ill-desert of the traiM'^ 
gressor^and shows in what aUiorrence bis character 19 
Eolden by the righteous Governor of the world. Whei» 
^s abhorrence of the divine mind is made as fulLj. 
iiiHUe.ui.it^naftttraLliraUi^ as thougU Um. corse bMl 
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been FiteT»I)yexecuied on the offendef-«-«»Aitdf it is made 
evidently to appear to be the divine abhorrence of the 
character of the pardoned sinner in whatever way this 
be done, the authority of the law it maintained, and the 
spirit and impart ot it supported in government. Eve* 
ry thing in this case is done, which is necessary to 
give commanding influence to the written law, and 
preserve it from reproach*— And ♦every thing necessa- 
ry to honor and vindicate that high and holy character 
cdf the righteous Governor of the world, which his word 
repreaeata him to possess* 

All will agree, that the mere misertf and wretched'^ 
7%ess of creatures whatever their characters may be, 
caa do no honor to the divine character, or answer 
any valuable end in government. Unless punishments 
tend to deter from crimes*— Unless they exhibit ir 
character in the righteous Governor of the world,* 
which excites a fear of offending on one hand, and a 
confidence in his protection and defence of the inno-* 
cent on the other ; it must appear, that they are use* 
leas^ either as a manifestation of the glory of God, or a 
security of the peace and welfare of his kingdom. It 
is the visibility of the just disfikasure of the holy God 
against offenders that renders punishments useful, and 
promotes the honor and security of the divine govern- 
ment. This righteous displeasure is expressed in 
-words in the threatenings of tile law of God ; and, in 
its effects in the destruction, which wili be inflicted on 
final impenitents. If this displeasure against the de- 
serving otgect, in every instance of transgression, be 
<»xpressedand become visible^^ the law is honored, its 
«nd answered, and its authority supported— For, not 
^ ^e sufferings of the sinner do this, but the character, 
^ the just anger of God appearine in them, f n whatev- 
er way this holy displeasure of God against the shi* 
ttsr become visible, the ends of government, for aught 
we<€aiii«et,iraaMfRi^9 aad, the Avitlc* irittMbbtr*^ 
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lion IB so far from disagreeing Tv4th the word^ that itT 
most evidently corresponds with it. 

It is admitted that the law which sentences sinners 
universally and indiscriminately to a punishment, 
which will be a propei- and adequate expression of the 
abhorrence in which sin and sinners are universally 
holden by the divine Lawgiver, is not and cannot be 
literally fulfilled, if any are saved, even though it be 
through the atonement of Christ. But it is insisted, 
that in the pardon and salvation of believers through 
this atonement y no disrespect is shewn to the law of 
God, either as being a just estimate of the demerit of 
sin or, of the divine abhorrence of it : Nor does it, in 
the least, favor the opinion, that theViomc law is not 
the rule agreeably to which his government will be 
forever administered. In all the the respects, in which " 
the divine law is useful and important as a rule of gov-» 
ernment, it is honored and magnified even in the sali- 
vation afsinnets through the atonement* 

/ 

Nor can it be reasonably objected, that the atone* 
ment, viewed in the light in which it has been repre- 
sented, in any degree obscures the lustre of grace in 
the salvation of sinners :-*-^Instead of that, on the con- 
trary, it serves greatly to illustrate the glory of sove- 
reign gracp in this salvation. For, the clearer and 
fuller evidence we have of the divine righteous abhor* 
rence of the characters of men, the more evident it 
xpust be, that if any of them are pardoned and saved^ 
it must be by an act of grace. But what ev^ntev^ 
er did or can take place, to exhibit the divine abhor- 
rence of sin and the sinner in the light, in whichit must 
appear in his laying on his own dear Son the iniquities 
of Us all, and wounding him for our transgressions ! 
To see the Lord of Glory bjsaring his people's sins in. 
bis own body on the trec.-r-This being the only way ia 
Vfbich ^ doprof mercy >cQuld i»e ppe^4 lo sinmers-^ 
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exhibits such a view of God's just and ! righteous in^ 
dignation, as nothing else which we can conceive, could 
possibly have done. When he» who was God mani- 
fest in flesh, interposed and stood between dvoinejus^ 
tice and guihy men, to avert from us its awful blowy 
though it hs»d seemed for a long time, as it were to 
have lain asleep ; the voice is immediately heard from 
the throne, ^^ Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, 
^^ and against the man that is my fellow, saith the 
<^ Lord of Hosts : smite the shepherd, and the sheep 
" shall be scattered." Beholding this sight, who could 
but reason, as the blessed Saviour himself did when 
going to the cross, ^^ If they do these things in a 
*' green tree, what shall be done in the dry !" Could 
it be, that by his arduous and glorious work, the Great 
Cod and Saviour brought himself into debt to his rebel 
subjects / On what possible grounds can ii/e found any. 
claims ! Because Jesus has S;0 loved us, as to wash 
away our sin^ in his own blood, shall we, therefore, 
claim pardon and salvation as our due ? Instead ox 
that, how manifest is it, that nothing could ever, so 
clearly and fully demonstrate, that the salvation of sin* 
ners must be only by grace^ as the atonement made 
by Christ — or, manifest such unspeakable richness and 
glory in that grace by which sinners of mankind ar<^ - 
saved ! 

If, on the other hand, the sinner be received to fa*, 
vor without any clear and sensible manifestation of 
that displeasure against him, which really exists in the 
holy mind of God ; how evident is it. that the fear of 
ofFt^nding, naturally excited by threatenings and pen*. 
a}ties, must necessarily be diminished-— the law lose- 
its authority — And the Lawgiver incur disrespect ! 
For aught we can see, this must be the case respecting, 
both the law and the Great Lawgiver, if. sinners be. 
forgiveni in, any instance whatever, without aa atone^ 
ment.. 
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AGJLt» ; if vraneiv be forgWefi witfaortit any atbne- 
xdent, h mast be on the ground, that, neither the glo- 
ry of God^ nor the good of his moral kingdom, re- 
-^uirt amy manifestatbn of divifie disfdeasare against 
ihem. Hicre it wiM. be kept in mind, thart, by atone^ 
metrt is meant a mantfrstatwn afthatjiurt and rig-kf* 
^ma aingt9 af€ro^^ which the sinner destrn^s^ in eome 
Hket wuf/ than in fas pHnrakm^nt. Considering the 
«ttbject in this light, it must be obvious that, if th^ 
jinner be received to lavtw without an atonement^ n6 
exhibicfoo is, in fact> ma Je of that righteous anger, erf 
'which he is the object* And, if God receive sinnerv^ 
■n this way, to favor, it must appear that neither hiB 
o<WD character and glory, nor the good of his kingdom 
vender it necessary there should be any manifestations 
«f his anger agamt f^ sms of men-^ And this, is the 
^ame as to say ths^, neither the glory oi God, n<ir tfce 
^od of his kmgdom rehire, tbat he ever of pear to te 
jutgry with the situier. 

Tmi9 point migr howeirer, |Kr{ia:|», »eed fbrtlier it> 
Ifltistratioii^ before we ptDCcetk to any inference* from if, 

Ir God is indeed angry with liie ftinner, «t the hol|r 
Scriptures osost ex^ireasly and abundandy assert ; thk 
anger can appear and be expressed only in his iaftict* 
ing punishment. We conceive of no way, in which 
the righteous Odvemor of the world cafR manifest his 
hatred of moved evil, but by iafiicting nattirai. Kattv^ 
ral evils we, accordingly, find to be the only penalties 
ef his holy hiw. Wh^re no natural evil is inflictetl, 
there will be no evidence, that the Lawgiver is offend* 
«d. From the be^owtiaient of only felicity and good, 
we infer the well pleasedoes^ of the wise Dispenser of 
rewards and punishments. In this way the divine or- 
acles clearly aitthorixe us to judge— ^^The word of God 
heing filled with prombes of blessings and good to the 
righteous, and threatenings of curves and evil to tbt 
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wicked^ We conceive of no way^ in which God's an» 
ger with sinoers can become visible ; or, in which his 
reqtoral government can correspond with his holy 
law ; unli^ss natural evil be inflicted on the offender^ 
or on some other person, to whom the offender standa 
in such a relation, that he himself appears to be the 
object of displeasurek 

If this be so, it must be manifest, that, if the si&<» 
her be forgiven and received to favor without anifi 
atonement being mn^ejor hh sins^ it must be on the 
ground, that neither ihe glory of God, nor the good of 
his moral kingdom, require any expression of God^t.r 
anger with him :— For, we may be assured, that the 
gteat and holy God will never do any thing which shall 
l>e inconsistent with his own gIor>*, and the be^t and. 
hij^est good of his moral kingdom. 

From such an hypothe&is as this, the following con- 
sequences naturally result, viz* 

1. That threatemngs arc unnecessary atiduselesau. 
Where evil need not be executed, it never need be 
threatened* We see no valuable end answered by 
threaienings, which never need be executed. When 
executio7is are unnecessarv^ thre<ttenipgs are equally 
so*-^jea, more ; in as much as thrj^atenings, which, 
never are designed to he executed, and never need be^: 
necesfrarily sink the character of the ruler, and bring his 
authority into contempt* It cannot •but be seen, that, if 
ihe glory, of Goddo not require him to execute, neither . 
c^s it, to threaten. All objections, therefore, against 
the necessity of at&nement in order to the pardon and 
salvation of sinners, lie with equal weight against every 
threatening, we find in the book of God* 

9» Ijc it be so^ that the character and glory of God 
refinir^, fieilher e^c^ihm nor tAreai&jdngM^ il xmisfi; 
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appear, that the sanctions of his holy lair are uimece^a* 
ry-^Or, rather, that the holy law of God is, in fact, 
%vithout sanctions. Of what use, then is a /aw, or 
can it be, in the government of God \ What can be 
the benefit of a law, (if, indeed, there can be a Itno) 
without penal sanctions I It can suggest no motive to 
obedience Iron) the consideration of any good^ks its re* 
ward ; nor, restrain from disobedience, by the fear. of 
w/. That indeed, can, with no propriety, be termed 
a law^ which has no sanctions^-^which does not enforce 
duty by the consideration of the good and evil conse-^ 
quences, which shall follow obedience and the re* 
verse* 

3. If it be unnecessary that God manifest anger 
agakist sin and the sinner, it must be unnecessary that 
any such affection exist in the divine roind^— And^ on 
this hypothesis, we can, surely, have no evidence that 
it does. It must be clear that, if, neither the glory of 
God, nor the good of his kingdom, require a manrfes* 
tation of divine displeasure where moral evil is actual- 
ly committed \ neither do they require the existence 
of any such displeasure. It cannot be seen how it 
will be for the glory of God to entertain an anger, 
which it will not be for his glory to express* ' It must 
be obvious, that the good of God's moral kingdom re* 
quires the existence of nothing in his mind an \ char- 
acter, which^ it will not be for the good of this king- 
dom, should be exhibited and become manifest in his 
government*— i-If any thing ot this nature exist in the 
divine mind, (of which, however, we can have no man*, 
ner of evidence,) it neither is, nor can be, beneficial to 
the system^— Therefore, not a perfectionj»— not a beau- 
ty in the^haracter of God* And if there be G«y in- 
stance of moral evil against which it is unnecessary, 
that divine displeasure be witnessed ; we can see no 
reason why it is not utitieccssary in every ca^--^-An4i, 
ia-thid fthor^fwayi arriveat the conckifiioQi thatoio «uch 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



nffectioii as anger with any of his creatures has any 
place in the divine mind. 

If, therefore^ sin be forgiven and passed over in any 
instance without an atonement, we see not why it 
should be thought injurious to the divine characterii 
diat aii sinbe passed over without punishment. The 
salvation of even one sinner, without visible testimo- 
nies of the abhorrence, in which his character is hold- 
en by the righteous Judge, evidently sets aside the ne« 
cessity of such testimony in any case whatever. And 
we may safely confide in it, that that God<, who has no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, will never inflict 
unnecessary punishment. 

On the principle, therefore, that sin may be forgiv- 
en without an atonement, we can see no reason to be- 
lieve there ever will be any future punishments-^The 
necessity ot them being evidently set aside by the sup* 
position, that pardons may in ihis absolute manner be, 
in any instance, bestowed. To this conclusion, the 
reasonings of those, > who. deny the Divinity of Chriat, 
naturally kad-^in this^ their principles terminate-^ 
. And to this conclusion, as the result of their reas- 
onings,, they, probably, mean to come. The doctrine 
of the Divinity, of the Savioiir, an<l of the salvation of 
sinners through an atonement made b y bis blood, is 
too nearly related, and stands too closely connected 
with that of eternal punishments, to be admitted by 
such as wish to get rid of the latter. For this reason 
it, probably, is, that it is so strenuously urged, by ma* 
ny, that the Lord Jesus is but a mere creature. 

4f* It must follow, from the preceding observations, 
that^ if any sinner be finally saved, without an atone- 
nient made for his sins, his character is not hoMen in 
«uch di\ine abhorrence as cannot be adequately ex- 
pressed in any ioite punishment. And, if-<iod be- 
Q 
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•low, on snyof the human race, aU the Ueaakigs tM 
good, which any can imagine will be the reward of 
the most uncorrupt virtue and innocence ; nothing 
frill remans cm the principle before ua, from which 
kis abhorrence of their characters can be inferretb 
When the treatment any one receives, without, at ch« 
saane time, any manifestation of God's dispkasuiti 
with him, is the aame as that of the righteous, whence 
ahaU' it be inferred, that hb character is viewed in a 
less faToraUe Kght i And, as has been before obserr* 
•d, there cat) be no ground to coiKlude, diat he espts* 
^«^oB mgr€9f^ and is saved % g^ruet. 

5. It must appear still further, on the principle thai 
men are saved without any atonement, that there is in 
fact, M t^id^nce that God a ^entM wkk them^^m 
least, to a degree that endangers their future and eter* 
Ml peaee«^ Where there is no exhibition or manifest* 
anion of divine displeasure, there can be no evidence, 
Aac any displeasure exists* Whoever of mankind 
•nter^aifis a hope of being made finally and everlast** 
iagly happy, n9 wknesB Mng givt» by natural tink^ 
that the Great God holds his character in infinite ab»> 
IvamBnce ; must do it on the ground, that God hat 
Wb s«ich abhorrence of him :«^he can have no othen 
And should any one be tit thngrmind spared and^a^ 
4aed, it eamiot be, that he should have any appreheiN 
aion, that hia salvaiton is ^ ^roc^^-^That it ia n fmk 
wt flsere undeserved aaercy and grace. 

Wits good reason, therefore, may it be contltidcdi^ 
that such aa expect finally to meet the favor of Godt^ 
and ^et deny, both the Divinity of Christ, and the ne* 
eessi^ of atonement, it>und their hopes, not on the 
mercjf 9/ God^'-not on any thing the holy Scriptures 
asrm>pacr;«-4>ttt, oo an apprehenston, that th*y,fieeu 
Aer do nor can deserve eternal evil at the hand of 
God. And fior the same reaaott, thai afw may cspeor 
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to he tmred on riiis ground^ another mty f sod fto mej 
ail mankind. And, if this be the true ground, oa 
which any one of the hibman race wtU be saved from 
eternal destruction, it mar safely be concluded, that 
Qo cnonuments will be ever made of God's HtrnaldiS* 
fleasurc. 

Sroold sitch seattments be found to be tike true 
doctrine of the word of God, a disbelief of the Divi«« 
ky of Christ, and of atonement, wh^tmer mmn^ /lan^ 
him thouffh^ the sefue of the holtf scrifUure^ on thesw 
important a»^cAt, will endanger no manV future pe»:« 
and tranquiUity. But, on the other h$uid, if eternd 
l^mishment will express no more than the displeasure^ 
which the just Gf^ really h^is against sinful men ; a 
Injection of these Interesting aad important truths^ 
must certainly prove fatal. 

- To admit, tliat mankind are, universalis, sinaert 
^d exposed to endWss evil from the hand of God ; 
and that, no atonemeat being made, i^l, or evea any^ 
win be finally saved ; naturally leads to a cUsregardef 
t!ie threatenings of Goxl^ holy word-^^Aad, tndeed>| 
. to their being treated with eontempt. And, if the 
titreaceninga of the word of God maybe disregarded^ 
id will be evident, that they neither suggest motives t^ 
ebodicoce^ oat arguments against it. And, if the 
threatenings we find in the oracles of God may be disr 
regarded, so may the promiseB : For, they are, both, 
firom one and the same mouth, and rest on the same 
fevindatioo. We asay as well suppose, there osay be 
MMtsHices wherein the koter may fail of fulfihaaent, at 
the j&rai^ir of execution. If God's hatred of iniquity 
may, m ai^y instance, fail of being expressed ; so, ab- 
so, may his bve of righteousness-«»P€H» it is the saeae^ 
vmiforns, dnsposkion, which ie esercised in the lonre of 
nghteousneaa, and hatred of iniquity. If it may con* 
aiat wilk the characiex of G«i and tib ttabilky uA 
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perfection of his government to suppress expressions 
of displeasure, in any instance wherein iniquity takes 
place ; we see not why he may not, also, as welt with- 
hold, to an equal degree, expressions of his approha* 
tion of righteousness. It is, therefore, manifest that, 
if the threatenings of the word of God fail in any in- 
stance whatever, its promises may also. ' And, if ei- 
ther, cr both may fail in one instance, they, both, may, 
in all. And when, both threatenings andv promises 
are given up, as to any worthiness of either fear, or 
confidence ; what is there left in the book of the 
Scriptures, which' deserves credit, or is of any real 
worth. On this ground it must appear, there can be 
no satisfactory eviJence, that what are usually termed 
the holy Scriptures are from God— from a Being 
worthy to be feared, respected, and obeyed as 
GOD. 

These are but the natural consequences of an opin* 
ion, that sinners, yea, any sinner may be forgiven, 
and received to the favor of God and eternal . life, 
without any witness or manifestation that, in the esti- 
mation of the holy Governor of the world, he is de- 
serving of endless destruction. These, of course, .ire 
consequences, which evidently result from a denial, 
that atonement has been made, by Christ, for sin~- 
Anrl, therefore, on the same ground, from a denial of 
the Divinity of Christ. 

For if it be that Christ is not truly a divine person^ 
no atonement is made for sm : A'lJ, consequently, if 
any sinners are saved, it must be without God's exhib- 
iting any evidence, in his governm-r^nt, that he hol.ls 
them guilty of death. And if the guilt of mankind do 
not in foct, arise to such a height as this, they need 
be in no apprehensions for their eternal safety in what^ 
ever lig'ht they view the character of Christ, And no 
one, it may be presumed, who views the subject ia 
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thill lights will feel his fears mvich excited by any 
threatenings he finds in his Bible ; and, consequent- 
ly, vrill have as little just ground for placing any con- 
fidence in its promises. And wheu the threatenings 
of that holy book cease to awaken fear, and its prom- 
ises, to ensure hope ; nothing is left, which can, with 
anv justice, be thought worthy of a revelation from 
God. 

There are other, and still further consequences 
proper to be m^^ntioned, which naturally, flow from 
the sentiment, that sinners mav be saved without aa 
gtonecn^^nt— without any manifestation of the abhor- 
rence, in which their characters are holden by the 
righteous Governor of the world. 

We trust it has been made evident that, if any of 
mankinfl may be finally and eternally saved, without 
witness given in the g'ov^rnment of God, that he views 
them as deserving of his etern il anger, threatenings 
^will naturally ceaije to be restraints from sin ; and^, 
of course, the promises contained in the holy Scrip' 
tures^ to encourage and excite to obedience. And 
where there are, nek her threatenings nor promises to 
operate on the minds of men, we can have but very 
faint ideas of any moral government exercised over 
$hem. 

Moral creatures act froin motive: And we, know 
of no other way in which moral government can be ex- 
ercised over them, than by rules of conduct prescribed, 
and enforced by promises iand threatenings. Crea* 
tures, incap tble of influence from motives of good and 
^vil, h ippiness and misery, ,are, neither themselves 
morale ngr proper objects of moral government. And 
■where creatures are subjected to no rules of conduct 
enforced hy promises and threatenings, we see no 
aease in which they can be under law. It is essential 
Q 2 
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to mciral htw^ that k eontain rtrfes of action eftfbreed 
by promises and threatenin^^^These are fit ta ope^ 
rate as niotiv*es on the minds of moral creatures. But 
U the force of the threatenings of the word of God be 
destroyed, the iniuenee of the promtaes must equally 
cease ; and, moral goTemment will then be at an end^ 

It will be in vain to consider men as under the 
moral government of their Great Creator, so long as 
they are not subject to rules of action enforced by 
promises and threatenings : And equally in vain to 
expect, that threatenings will have the influence of 
motives, if no manifestations of divine displeasure 
are seen, or. to be expected to* tollow transgressions. 
If the promises and threatenings contained in the ho*- 
ly Scriptures, are set aside, we have yet to learn, both 
our duty and the motives by which it is enforced.— 
And when this'it )eft to conjecture— each one having^ 
an equal right to decide on the subject ; it is easUy 
seen, that the rules of duty will be extremely vague 
and uncertain, and the motives to the practice of it 
equally weak and feeble. On such an hypothesis, it 
must neces8»arily occur, that the evidence of our bein^ 
tinder moral government is exceedingly small, if not 
wholly taken away. Should we feel ourselves subjeet 
fo no rules of action, but such as our own minds col- 
lect from other sources than those of divine revelation ; 
and these enforced by tio other motives, no other sane- 
trons than our own reason and inclinations suggest; 
tre cannot but at once tee, that the bands of moral ob- 
Irgatton will be extremely weak ; and, moral law near- 
tj^ if not wholly done away. If it be left to as ta pre- 
scribe, either the rules of duty to our Creator, or th» 
punishments, which shall follow their neglect ; it le 
obvious, that the reins of government nfe not in tke 
ftand of God) but that his honor and glory must lie At 
crur mercy. 
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Ojf the principle now unckr consideration, It seems, 
therefore^ necessary to admit, that the human race is 
not governed by law— by moral ntles enforced by di- 
vine sanctions*— by promises and threatenings from 
their Creator, GOD. And a)l this naturally and 
clearly rejmlts from the sentiment, that the holy Gov- 
ernor of the world pardons and restores sinners to his 
favor, without manifesting, at the same time, a dis* 
pleasure and anger with them for their sitw, equally fit* 
ted to deter from disobedience, as the execution of 
the threatened penalty. When it is thought and ex- 
pected, that sin is and may be forgiven without any 
such manifestation of divine displeasure as the threat- 
enings of the word of God are fitted to awaken us to 
fear ; it cannot but be seen, that these threatenings 
lose their influence to restrain. And, in proportion 
as it is hoped and believed, that sinners may be recei- 
ved to favor, without God*s ever manifesting, in its 
natural fruits, the displeasure with them, which his 
threaten tngs naturally import ; in that proportion will 
threatenings cease to be motives of action, and lose 
their influence to restrain us. And as far as the influ- 
ence of these motives is destroyed, so far that of the 
promises must necessarily fall-— And moral govern-* 
mentf for aught we see, come to an end. 

Thssb conse^enees naturafty flow from the doc« 
trine, that sin may be, and it forgiven withoutxan 
atonement^— that is, 'without divine manifestations of 
that displeasure and anger, which the threatenings of 
God^s holy word naturally lead iis^ to s%ippose, exist, 
-whene\ er his ^holy law is transgressed. For on the 
jfhkn of salvation without an atonement, it must unde« 
niably follow, that fear of future punishment is greatljr 
lessened, if not whc^ly taken away. An I, if Christ 
:b& mn a divine person^ all ideas of atonement must he 
given up : And, of consequence it will be difiicnit for 
w to conceive^ what sort ^S moral government^ or 
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whether any^ is exercised ov^er us« These coasequea- 
ces, therefore, natarally rcaalt from a denial of the 
Divinity of Christ. 

It is yet further to be remembered, that, as far as 
the evidence fails, of a moral government being coa- 
standy exerciscid over the world— -wer men ; so far 
are we from having evidence, that the world has a 
moral Governor. As far as we imbibe sentiments, and 
entertain principles, which, in their just and natural 
consequences, weaken the evidence of our beina; under 
moral government ; we, so far, necessarily fall into 
doubt and uucertaintv with respect to the existence of 
amr>ral Governor.— Oa which principle, every thing 
before us is dark and uncertain— even whether wo 
8h<ill ever haye any future existence, or noc— md if 
we have, where, or under what circumstances it will 
be; lies wholly and entirely in the dark. What could 
ever originate principles, which naturally leiid to such 
consi-qaences as these, and terminate in them, but that 
disposition ot heart, spoken of in the holy Scriptures, 
the language of which is^ NO GQD. ! 

It may serve further to illustrate the subject, toob-* 
serve, th it the perfect holiness of God necessarily im-; 
plies his hatred of iniquity. G:)d is LOVE : and this 
is a disposition, inclining him with infinite strength, to 
dogood — to diffuse happiness, and promote and advance 
the, felicity of his moral king lorn. In proportion as 
the Great Governor of the worlJ loves the good a jd 
seeks the welfare of his king lom, H[e mast of necessi- . 
ty abhor and detest whatever tends to obstruct its 
peace and prosperity. God's hatred of iniquity must 
necessarily be as great as his love of rigtiieoasnes, a \\ 
bear an exact proportion to it— Tbe truih of these 
observations will not, probably, be contested. 

}i£N«£ it mu&t follow^ that) uniformity pf characn 
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t€r, in God, rqiiires that his hatred of iniqnitv, when- 
ever and wherever it may take place, be rendered as 
visible, in his administration of government, as his 
love of righteousness. As it never could be believed, 
that God loved righteousness, should the righteous be 
left unprotected aofi unrewarded ; no more could it, 
that he hated iniquit}% should there be no marks of dis- 
pleasure with those who commit it. 1 he same dispo- 
sition, which inclines the holy Ood to manifest his love 
of righteousness in his creatures, must necessarily in- 
cline him with equal strength, to manifest his hatred 
of their iniquity — Nor can it any more consist with 
the glory of God and the good of the system, that he 
suppress the manifestation of the latter, than of the 
former. 

Hence it must clearly follow, that if the glory of 
God and the good of his moral kingdom rt^quire that 
be manifest his approbation of righteousness in his 
creatures in every instance of it ; they equally require, 
that he manif«fst his abhorrence of intquiiy in every iu^ 
stance in which it takes plaee. . Love as necessarily re- 
quires, and the good of God's great kingclcm as impe- 
riously demands, that every injury to divine govern- 
ment be avenged, as that every act of righteousness 
be acknowledged. AnJ, we can conceive of no way 
in which this can be done, but by rewards and pun^ 
ishmcnts. 

It will be obvious to every reflecting mind, that, if 
there be no exhibition, in the work anl death of Christ, 
oi Go I's just abhorrence of the characters, the sins of 
snch as are saved h\ him ; all the wickedness of that 
innumerable multitude, which will finally compose 
the body of Christy will be passed by without ^ny 
mtrks of divine displeasure. \\\ if'this be so, where 
sh til we fill I s icisfact')ry evidence, thit th« virtue 
and righ(e<>u3i2es8 of such aa follow .ihc Lamb^ o^ay 
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TsKftx are atiion]^ the dificuUfe«, which naturallTi 
0ccur respecting the ck)ct nn«s of divine revelatton;^ 
und the nature id th^ tnora) government, which is ex- 
ercised over ua, fm a denial ok' the Divinity of Christ* 

Haifimo taken a view <4 some of the conse^aences 
BaturaUy resulting from a denial of the atonnmeM 
made by Chriat^ we ob^i-ve, 

n* TvAT if CkrWt be mot truly n dl\^tne peraon, 
God as well a» man, it muat be, for aught we can see, 
that he gave much occasion for his honesty to be catt« 
ed in question. 

Titeiiv were msiay thfogs, i» the H£» nnd aettone cJ 

|e8u« o£ Naaureih, while he waa on earthy which it 
eannot but appear to us, were so fa)» from t^t piety and 
meekness, which We ever eharaetertstie of true good-^ 
Bes^ in ereatares, that, were he but a inaa, we se« 
aot how to recioBcile them w»ih comi»o>a honesty. Wai* 
¥mg the point, at preeent, of hU^ actually elalmkig to 

Euisess powers and ^ribiites, which are peculiar to 
tvinitVi it is manif<t:««, that he sa«d and did manf 
things, which iaripre<>9e<i the mimh of, both his friends 
and enemies, with a belief, that he claimed to be soovs* 
thing more than a mere creature. 

It appears evideat, that the Jewiril nifoii8,the scribce 
and Pharisees thought that Jesus clakned, both a char* 
iicter and a respect, which belong only to the Most 
Ijigh God, ami can be due only to. Him. On being 
i^ulted by his enenues for healkig sm impote»t man, 
•n the Sabbathi, Jesus answered, Joho^ v. %7^ ^ MIy 
** Father work«th hitherto, and I work." On this, ws 
«r» tQtd> ia the s«se«9«Ao9 wrse^ tiMt Hum ^* Jt«s 
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*^ ttOH^t to yH htm, became he ii6t onl}^ bad brok^ 
^ the Sabbath, but &aid also that God was hia Fathel% 
** making himself equal with God*" The connexion 
in which these words of the Saviour were spoken, must 
naturally have «i:^|;gested to the Jewfl, the construction 
tiiey put on them. He was queried with upoH havtn({ 
wrought a miracle of baling, which it required an aU 
mighty power to efiect. Hn reply, that his Father 
wrought hitherto, and he worketh^ would naturally 
suggest the Idea, that That Being, whose power could 
controul nature, was Het whom he called his Father | 
and that, in common with Him, whom he stiled hh 
Father, he himself pos^ssed power over natuf e^ antl 
sould eontroul it^ Therefore, instead of either repro* 
ving them for the^ construction they put on his wordsi| 
or correcting them for any mistake f he proceeds with 
a train of obsenraticms, which they could not but sup* 
pose^ were designed to vindicate his claim to prerOga^ 
tives and powers, which can belong tM no mere crea* 
tUre. He tells thetn, that, ^* What things soever the 
*^ Father doeth,^ these also doeth the Son like^ii»>*^ 
«^ That as the Father ndseth up the dead, and quicks 
^ eneth them ; even ao the Son quickeneth whom he 
H wiU<»MThat all judgmetit is committed unto the Son^ 
** that all men should honor the Son, even as they horn 
** or the Father— *That the hour was now eome, when 
^^ the dead should hear the voice of the Son of God, 
^^ and, hearing should live^k^^That the hour was comity 
*^ when all, in their graves should hear hi& voice, and 
** come forth." On supposition, that the Jews had 
misinterpreted die meaning of this Great Teacher Sent 
from God, and, without ground, inferred from what he 
had just said, that he claimed an equality with God ; 
€an any one rationally suppose, that the things, which 
this charge dccasitMied htm to say of himself, Were, 
•idler designed oi fitted to correct theit* mistake i Any 
i»e ^ay see that^ instead of this, the whdl€ tenor cd 
nAi^ ottr SaviMTsaid oo the aufc^^ had ndiiPfet Vuh 
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^ency td confirm them in the opinion, that he, in'fiidt^ 
did claim to himself, such an equality wiih Godfas it 
would be blasphemy in any mere creature to assume*^ 

. But this was not the only opportunity and, one 
might think, the inost pressing reason, the Saviour 
had^ for disavowing such high claims, did he mean 
never to be understood to niake them* . On another 
occasion, speaking of God as his Father, he had expli« 
cidy said, " I and my Father are one," John, x;' 
ZO. On this, the Jews took up stones to stone him.— ^' 
He mildly says, ** many good works have I shewed 
•* you from my Father ; ior which of these works do 
^* ye stone me ?" They say, for.no good work, but fojp 
.blasphemy ; because thou, being a man, makest thy-» 
»eU equal with God. — Does this true and faithful Wit* 
fiess, as honesty must have necessarily dictated, had 
he been but a man, a mere creature, reject with detest* 
ation, every pretension to so high a prerogative ?. In< 
stead of that, he evidently proceeds, to the apprebc©^ 
fiion of the Jews^ still to maintain the claim,^ and justi^ 
fy himself in making it. If those, to whom the word 
of (iod came, were stiled God's, " say a'c, said he., of 
** him whom the Father hath .sanctified, smd sent inter 
^^ the world. Thou blasphemest $ because I said'X 
*' am the Son of God i" He then appeals to the works 
he wrought, as evidence, that the Father was in himj 
and he in the Father. Could the J^ews reasonably sup» 
pose, that he meant any other, than to vindicate lus 
claim to an equality with God ? That they, in fact^ 
did understand him in this light, is evident from thdr 
seeking again to take him* .; 

To pass by other instances ; Jesus was finally apft 
prehended, at)d brought-to trial, before the high priest, 
on a charge of blasphcray-*-the charge being this; ^at 
he claimed to be the Son of C^od in a sense^ which was 
iindentood to imply equality with God* ^ J«su» him* 
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tfcif well knew, that this wa» the charjjc, on which they 
ineant to execute on hiin the ptnalt\ , prescribed by the 
law of Mosts, for blaspht^my— He couW not be ignor 
rant of this : For, not ooly had the Jews repeatedly 
sought io stone him, on an apprehension, (hat he 
claimed powers, and challenged prerogatives, which 
can belong to no mere creature ; but the high priest^ 
while he stood at his bar, adjured him, !)v the living 
God, to tell him, whether he were the Christ, the Son 
of the living God. Jesus immediately confesses, that 
he claimed to be all that, which he well knew they 
considered it as blasphemy in him to claim : And, 
m^trad of putting any other or diflferent construccion 
©n terms and phrases, in which he had often expressed, 
whsit the character was, in which he appeared and act^ 
i^d, adds, ** I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see the 
** Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and 
** coming in the clouds of heaven," Matt. xxvi. 64. 
On the supposition, that Jesus was but a mere crea- 
ture, a man, why did not the high priest reason justly 
in saying, ** What further need have we of witnesses ? 
«* Behold now yt; have heard his blasphemy.'* And 
liow could JfSiis be considered in any other light, than 
Ihsft of a .blaspht* mer, if, he w«re, in fact, but a n^ere 
creature f To hear anv man, or mere creature spefij: 
0f himself as tie Son ^j/'pt?^— - As doing" the same works^ 
xvhich GoJ doeth^^As qunkening from the dead and 
rt$mng up wh$m he wtf-^As having ell jvdgnrent 
committed to htfti'^ As taming the dead to hear his 
ifoice.^ andHtje »• and, asserting that it is his voice, which- 
shall finally raise all the dead, some to everlasting \]Si^ 
and others to damnation. Should We now he*r iny 
man- assert all this of himself, shoulj we not immedi- 
ately conclude, that he took to himself a character, and 
asftume^d a piatre infinitely too high for a creature ?— 
Ffirfticr than this ; ShonM we hear him sptak ci God 
as his Father,, and' assert, that he and the Father are 
tme-'^Ttui €he J^ther is in him. and he in the Jruthe^ 
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—That, to the question, whether he were the Christ, 
the Son of the Blessed, reply, in express and positive 
terms, I am^ immediately adding, that all shall see 
him sitting on the right hand of power ^ and coming in 
the clouds of heaven^ as Mark xiv. 61, 62, should we 
hesitateto say, that he made himself equal with God ? 
Can we reasonably think, thai the Jews and their, ru- 
lers were in fault, in. judging that Jesus assumed an 
equality with God, and, on supposition of his being a 
mere creature, was a blasphemer ? Their criminaUty 
xnust have lain in that heardncss of heart, which blind- 
ed them to the abundant evidence, which (.'hrist really 
Sind most clearly exhibited, of his possessing attribute's 
and powers, and doing works, which proved the Di- 
vinity of his person, and the divihe excelleiicy of hiis 
character ; and, not in the want of that candor, or art, 
which could so analyze and explain seemingly offen- 
sive words and phrases, as to make them applicable tl> 
a mere creature. Were Jesus, in fact, no more than a 
mere creature, the Jewish rulers, for aiight we can see, 

'must have judged rightly, when they said, *^ we have 
** a law, and by oai law he ought to die, because be 

*•* made himself the Son of God.** 

It may tiow, then, with propriety be asked, %vhetK- 
^r it can reasonably be supposed, that any man 6f 
gi nse, of integrity and honesty, would ever suffer 
himself to be executed as a blasphemer in Ynakittg 
himsilf equal with Gdd'^ when he could have refuted 
the charge wiih the utmost ease, and* that by a wordV 
"iijeaking— explicitly denying, that he made the leak 
pr^ensionsto any such high claims ; and renouncing^ 
livith abhorrence, every idea of furnishing any just 
ground for so horrid a charge? 

Jesus well knew, that it was oii a charge of blasphe< 
my, that he wai anested^ and fihully executed. He 
knew, too, that he had spoken of hiraself^ his powers 
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and character, in terms, which were very offensive tp 
the Je ws— >that he had, again and again, used expresf 
iiohs, which led them to thinic, that he challenged to 
himself prerogatives and powers, which can belong to 
too mere creature. He was consciou*, too, that when* 
ever they brought a charge against him for these high 
pretensions, instead of saying any thing to remove unr 
reasonable jealousies on their part, his replies were aU 
ways such, as actually confirmed them in the opinion, 
that he claimed an equality with God.«— Finally he siif* 
fered and died under the, imputation of making an^ 
maintaining this high claim, without ever saying a 
word, either to deny, or refute the charge ; or, even 
giving a hint, that it was unjust. All this remains to 
be reconciled with wisdom and good sense, with in« 
tegrity and honesty in the man Jesus, did he really 
tinean to claim no other prerogatives and powers, thaifr 
'>wha| he possessed in common with creatures, or wi^ 
*, other inspired men«— -Did he really mean to claim qo 
\character or powers above those of a mere creature, it 
9^ems impossible to reconcile his conduct with com- 
mon honesty and integrity. We are, therefore, neces* 
sarily reduced to the dilemma, of being obliged to con* 
fess;* that Jesus claimed to possess, in himself, true and 
": real Divinity ; or, that we must remain incapable of 
* reconciling his conduct with common honesty. If we 
choose the former part, we must be compelled to be*^ 
lieve, that he was really a divine person :— If the lat* 
ter, that be was not an honest man, but an impostor.aixd 
blasphemer.' 

Having mentioned some of the reasons, which the 
Jews and their rulers had, for believing that Jesus 
claimed a character above that of any mere creature ; 
we rtay^further, consider what apprehensions, it would 
be natural* to suppose, his disciple^ would have oihim 
in this respect. 
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BesiJ^es the thini^, which thejr saw und hof^c|, 
in common with the' Jews, his enemitfs ; there were 
many things, which passed particularly between ChHst 
and his disciples, and frequent conversations he held 
with th^m by themselves, e\'efy way tending to im- 
press their minds with a belief, that he claimed to 
|»ossess a character infinitely above that of any mere 
creature. Some of these will now be mentioned, 
without observing the particular order in which they 
took place. ' . 

Ok «i certain occasion, Christ asked his disciples 
their opinion of him. Saying " Whom say ye- that I 
** am'* i Peter speaking in the namefof th« rest of the 
disciples then present, as well as his own, answered 
an i said, ** Thou art the Christ the Sotv of the living 

.^* God. Jesus answered and s^d unto him. Blessed 
*^ art thou, Simon-Barjona J for flesh and blood hath 
•' not reVtaled it unto thee, but my Father Which is in 
** ht-nven.*' On this, ^* He charged them, that they 

^ *^ should tell no man, that' he was Jesus, the Chri&t.'' 
IVlatt. xvi. 15-— 17, 20« Christ^s claiming to be the 
Christ, the Son of God, was considered, by the Jews^ 
the same as his asserting an equality with God s And 
Chr'st never reproved, either the Jews, or his disci- 
ples, for supposing, that his professing himself to be 
the Son of God^ wm really professing, that he partook 

• of the very essence of that God, whose Son he, so of* 
ten said he was. And, when we consider the ac- 

• 4)uaintante they had with the writings oi the ancient 
prophets, and the firm belief they had, that they were 
divinely inspired : we can hardly suppose otherwise, 

- than that they expected,' when Chris^ the promised 
Meftsiah, should come, he would appear in a charidbr 

- ^bove that of any mere creature* They had no doul^t, 
but the second psalm was a prophecy and prediction 6f 
Christ* There, they noticed, that the Most High God 
4iMe» himlm SON-^Tbat He is the LORO, wbwi 
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; ^ jti^Iges of the canh are exhorted to «erre with 
? trembling. To them wa« it, also, equally clear, that 
the words of Oavid, in, Ps. cic, were applicable to 
Christ, and only to hini. And when they found that 
Jehovah stiled him Lord, and wotdd send the rod of 
his strength out cf Zion, and declare, that his people 
> should be willing in the day of ^# power ; what less 
could they suppose, than that there would be a union 
betweeti the Christ and the Lord Jehovah, which it 
would be blasphemous for any mere creature to claim. 

*NoT only both friends and enemies of Christ were 
sensible, that the several passages, from the above 
mentioned psalnis were applicable to their promised 
Messiah, the Christ ; but they well knew, that it had 
been promised, that ^^ unto them a child should be* 
** bom— to them a Son given,— whose name should be 
** called, JVanderfiilj Cotmsellor^ The mighty God^ the 
everlasting Father^ The Prince of peace. Isai. ix. '6. 

. And, ri)at the name of diis Son should be Immanuel^ 
that is God with us^ Isai. vii. 14. Having these pro* 

. phecies all in their hands, and being well acquainted 
with them, how could the enemies of Christ suppose 
otherwise, than that it was blasphemy in Jesus, (not 
belie vinghiiYV to be the promised Messiah^) to speak of 
hinisell as being The Christ the Son of the living God ? 

y And) h^^ could his o^m disciples, who^odiieved hiroto 
be the promised Messiah;, when theycoolt;ssed Aim to be 
Th€ Christ, The Son of the living God^ he supposed 

\ to profess any thing less, than abdlieCthat he was ttu* 
)y a divine fmrs^i f 

»' B^T thet« were many things «ttd by Jesue, particu* 

• larly t^ his disciples, which it may naturally be silp* 

poaed, could hardly fail of -impressing them with a be- 

' lief^ that be claimed powers -and preeminence, which 

^e pectdiar to Deity. After the death of Laficarus, 

^rnhm idai>iatgr «Marih»,^ tttidbgiMoA ihal Jcsna^YMui 
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comingi ahe went out to meet him* In the conyer«i» . 
tion, which ps^isaed between them, on thatoccasioiif Je-^. 
JUS stiles htmself tht resttrrecUon and the lift i and 
•ays, *^ he that believe th in me» though he were dead^ 
«« yet shall he live| and whosoever liveth, and beUev«' ' 
'« eth in me shall never die*^' Johm,, 3U. 25^ 26* 

SvcBT was the opinion, which the discifil^s of Christ 
iad of their Lord, and so gr^at their affection for.him«f 
that the thought of his leaving them wa« stty. trying 
and (iistressing. Jesus, in his great love and tender- 
ness« took mugh pains to so<Hhe and sMtigate their 
sorrows on so inournfijil an event \ and, to convince 
them^ that it was for their good, d^at ^«e should a««> 
cei)d up fromiwben«e he came* la conversations he 
|.eld with them, on this subject^ such worda frequendy 
dropped from his gracious lips, as could hardly fail of 
impressing a conviction on their minds, that the cbar«» 
acter and powers he claimed, were above those of any 
mere creMnre.*«^OQie of these are especially wortfa^ 
of notice* 

Christ said to his disciples, <* If ye bad known me, 
^ ye should have known my Father albo ; and from 
*^ hence forth ye know hm^ and have seen him* Phit- 
^ ip said unto him, l«or<], shew tis^ the Father, and it 
^^ auficeth us* Jesus Sfaith unto him. Have I been so 
«^ long with you^andha^t ih^fu^iiot knovm no, Philip ^ 
M he that hath aeen m^, hath aeen the Father^ 
«t ^M»d how 8ay«tt thou. Shew us the father I Believ<» 
«^ est thou not that I am in the Father, aad ihe^Faih* 
«^ er in me? The words that I speak unto you, I 
<« speak not of myself 4 but die Fiitber diat ^i^^letk 
*^ in me, he doeth the works* Believe m« ^bat I am 
«^ iii4he Fatber, and the Father in me-*^What«Mver 
<^ ye shall ask in miv name^ 4kiU wU J Jo^ tknt iW: 
«^ Fiitber may be gjlorified in ,tbcSon* ]f fe shall 
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tr^^r id; 14i ' Agfti« Jemis tefb th^m, th Sat tome 
cBscourte, ^^ Whc^ the' Comfotter U comt^-vAom I 
^wHl^endtnUo yms Irom the FaChtiS erenthe Spirit 
«' of truth, whkh proceedcth frod^ <hA Father^ he 
^ ahaU testify of nitr." John xV. ^16. Qiriit says^ 
again, in the auoeeeding chapter^ *^ if I 90 not awajr^ 
^^ the Comforter will not come onto you : but if I 
«V4epart, J wiU semi him uni^ yoa.'* Further^ 
^ when hev the Spirit of truth is come, he wifl guide 
^^ you into all truth: lor he ahatt not speak oi 
^ hindaetf ( bat whatsoever he ^all hear^ that shaU 
** he speak € mud he aliatt shew yo4i things to come. 
*^ He shall glorify me t fcr he shall receive nf mine, 
^ and shall hhew it uti«» you^ All* tilings that the 
^Father hath, ai^ mine: thereisre said i, that he 
^ shaU take of miee, tmd shatt 'show k umo you/^ 

TH1SS& &iogs Christ said to his disetples, just be*- 
fbtie his crucifixitm, to coQimce themi» tluit it was 
best for them, nod wemld be 4n«ch to their advantage^ 
that he shoukl teitona to the Father, from wbeoee he 
eame ; and, to support and oomi'oit them under the 
melanchcrfy prospect lof his leaving them« 

Not only did tbe idiscij^s see and obeerae meny 
things in Jesus, while be w«s eosrversant with ^dieei 
b^re his deei^ wbkb hid «■ evidNsat tendency ttt 
impress them with m beliti^ at least, thafc he saeumed 
IQ himselt a -characser, veA clsMied ^peviwrs, whidh 
ace. never to be fmind in asnesie cceeimre. Baft thcve 
vrere tHin^ took fdaoe, after las resurreetioii, which 
w^re gi«s^ Atted^te i^nnstgthen^eiid twArm «bcea itt 

. »r;i ■ i ■ — 

lOirebs fmniing^df the tvesineeotfeii, wiiee Ae >wik 
iiwtt4 wtejsvisiited ithe *«^ukiire| were sold, by en 
s^&g(d< thnt lesossvas^eisen, smd wiese direwned to 1 
ml «i9iid^biMi*>^i «»^hie «M^S| ef Ate ; 
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icrenl; rniihetrretarn, they -were met by Jesus km* 
self, and kindly hailed by him. On this, vre are told, 
i they came, and held him by the feet, mnd worshiped 
•iumm. So, when Jesus appeared to his disciples, bri 
a mountain in .Galike, where he had before directed 
.them to meet him, Mr^ worshiped hinu Matt^xuviM* 
^9, 17. When Thomas, who had not credited the re- 
ports of the other disciples, that Jesus had arisen, ac- 
tually himaelf saw and handled him, he joyfully ex- 
claims, My Lord and my God, John, xx. 28. So 
mrhen Christ told his disciples, a little before his as- 
cension, that repentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in his name ; . and, that they were to be 
'the witnesses ok what they had heard and seen ; He 
adds, ** behold I send the promise of my Father upon 
»^** you ; but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye 
' *♦ be endued with power from on high." Afterwards 
.Jesus kd out the. eleven .as far as to Bethany :-^There 
he lifted up his hands and blessed them. And while 
he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried 
ttp into heaven. And they xvarsh^ed Aim, and return- 
ed to Jerusalem with great joy. Luke, xxiv. latter 
-part. ... * 

• ArrER all this, can it well be supposed, that the 
minds of his . disciples were not strongly impressed 
»with a belief) that Christ assumed to himself a charac- 
ter superior to .that of any mere creature i It seems as 
^eugh they could not fail of being struck wkh the 
.idea, that he claimed theexercise of powers and pre- 
irogatives, which are proper andpeculiar to God aliMie. 
Again and again did J^sus tell hie. disciples, that 
.whatsoever they asked of God in his uv^mey.HewouM 
^itJorthem^-^AgaAn and again, thsit He would s0ld 
the Comforier unto ihem* After hie resurrection, hfc 
aiepeatediy suffered his disleiples io worship him ^ and, 
one of them, to call him his Lord and his God* And, 
4r aU Um UgJ» n^poot ahoim to tk^viiuuf oftbe 
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wofli^ they, trho oflSrred k, never rceeWed the lensl 
check from their Lord and maater* Before his death, 
» lie- had cold thftn, that they, who had seen him, had 
/ 9^en the Father— That he was in the Father, and thiB 
/ Father in fiim— That he was the resurrection and the 
-Kfe^—That whosoever liveth and believeth in hinif 
9houkI never die. It does not appear credible^ that 
the disciples could suppose, that a person, who was a 
mere creature,, and claimed nothing to himself, but 
what may belong to a creature, and be found in such ; 
woul I ever have spoken of himself, and of his powers 
and zohat he wouhfdo^ in such language as this* Nor 
can it reasonably be supposed, that they should ex- 
pect no reproof from Jesus^ ior the high respect and 
worship they paid him, had he meant to ap|)ear, and b^ 
received and treated in no higher character, than that 
of a creature, though commissioned and sent of God 
to reveal divine truth, aa other mea had beisii before 
him and weic after him. 

ItuE conduct of Jesus in these respects^ was ex- 
ceedingly different from that gf his disciples. Wheri- 
tver they were made the instruments of aay mir^cn- 
lous works, they disclaimed their being donie by any 
power or virtue of their own^They attributed all to 
the power of Jesus* This must have shewn the opin* 
Jon they had of Jesus. If any siich like respect and, 
worship were ever attempted to be pai i to them, s^. 
thet/ |faid to the Lord Jesus, they rejected it with »|ust 
< abhorrence* Thus, wh^en Cornelius, the centurion, 
met Peter, an*:! fell down at his feet, and worshipped 
.him, ',the Apostle inpmediately took him up, saying, 
';^ stand-up : I ii^yself also 9m a m^an." Acts x. 25, 
.3^' So, when, -at Lystra, upon a striking miracle of 
healing being wrcmght by the hands ot Paul and Bar^ 
nabaSt the priest of Jupiter brought oxen and garlandai 
aiifl would have done sacrifice with the people ; thesft 
ftouft muj^hotked' wkh ibe tbw|^t «( recciyii^ audi^ 
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*l|onon, " rent their clothes, and ran in among tht 
*^ people, cr}'ing out. Sirs, why do you these things \ 
** we also are men of like passions with you, anc 
•* preach unto you, that ye should turn from these vaa* 
** ities unto the living God, which made heaven anc 
** earth and the sea, and all things that are therein.* 
Acts ziv. 13^— 15. They utterly disclaimed such hon- 
ors, as they well knew Jesus had received from hi»: 
disciples: and /Aa^ without disclaiming Az9 right t^ 
them, or, in any degree, reproving them for it-^hon* 
ors and worship, which^ it must appear, they thought 
were due to God alone* 

* So, the helovcd disciple was, more than once, repro*/ 
▼ed for the worship he attempted to offer to the an-* 

,'gel, whom Jesus sent "to reveal to him the future state 
of the church and world. Such care was taken by 

those faithlul servants of Christ, as were known to be 
but mere- creatures, thiit the respect and worship di^e 
only to him, who is a jealous God, should be U[;anfi4 

ierred to no other. 

Onb instance more of respect, v/hich wds publicly 

Eaid Jesus, just before' his death, may, with propriety, 
e mentioned in connexion with others abundantly fit- 
ted tolmpress the minds of, boih friends and enemies, 
that he did not refuse honors, which they considered 
^o be divine. When he rode in triumph into Jerusa* 
lem, the week on which he was crucified, his disiciplea 
and the multitnde, which went before and foUowed 
hi mi animated apd raised in their feelings by drvihc 
kfiuence, cried " Hosanna to the Son of David i 
}^ Blessed is he that cometh m the tidme of the Lor^l % 
*•* Hosanna in the highest*'* After Jesus entered the 
temple, children &>llowed him with their hosanna$ to 
nhe Son of David, Matt* xxu 9, H* At this the 
chief pi?ieiat and scribes. took umbrage, ^nd, asked Jet 
6U8y « Hearest thou what these say fK^Aiid Uis in a 
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manner, which shewed, that they viewed Jesus as ad- 
mitting honors to be paid to'him, which were due only* 
to the Most High. Jf sus, instead of rejecting the im« 
putation, justifies himself in it, by referring to the pre* 
diction, that I'he Lord, ^ whose name is excelleiit in 
^* all the earth, should ordain strength out of the 
** months of babes and sucklings." Ps. viii. 1, 2. 
This prophecy, the Saviour evidently speaks of, as 
being now fulfilled, in the hosannas uttered, by the 
children in the temple. These hosannas were to that 
son of David, whom David himself stiles his Lord* 
According to the application, which Jesus makes of 
this prophetic prediction, in these praises and hosan* 
Has, were perfected the praises of him, whom David 
thus addresses, **• O Jehovah, our Lord, how cxcel- 
** lent is thy name in all the earth ! who has set thy 
** glory above the heavens." After so explicit an ap-r 
plication of this, then ancient, prophecy to himself, 
how can it talionally be otherwise supposed, than that, 
both the friends and enemies of Jesus, then present^ 
believed him to receive honors and praises, which are 
due only to God ? Little «vidence is wanted to con* 
vince candid minds, that the chief priest and scribes 
viewed the matter in this light, when they put the 

S* jestion, •• hearest thou what these say l^ And, on 
€ application they heard him make of the befor^^ 
Aiefitiontd prediction;, no doubt could remain on their 
tniiicls, that Jesus admitted divine honors to be paid 

to him. 

> • 

' A FEW remark^ may trow be made on the conduct 
of Jesus, in leaving the mTn;Js, more particularly of his' 
ifisciples, impressed with a belief, that he claimed a. 
tjiaractef above that of a mere creature, anr' honors tod 
high to be paid to any but the supreme God.— After it 
tiireful attention io the cirturnstatices and things,' 
which h: ve been menticmed ; no reasonable doubt, it 
IS, thought, can remain of bis having left his disciples 



y Google 



Wrongly im)]te8$ed with sucti a belief.. Here^ ximn. 
WK obscn^ , 'I 

i. That Christ appointed a certain number of bU. 
disciples, i/iho had accompanied him through the wboli; 
of his public ministry, to be his witnesses among, all 
nations, of what the}* had seen and heard ; and) tc^ 
preacb to men repentance and remission of sins ia hi^ 
name. It capnot be otherwise thought,, than th«i^ 
Christ meant they should be, «very way,'8iiitably fur^ 
nished to the veTV important work, to which be ap^ 
pointed them*— The success of the gospel, the proa* 
perity of his kii\gdom on earth, and the salvation of 
sinners, in every age, all concurred to require it. Tb^ 
Saviour^s great concern for this, aQ(j his pcculiar,car€^ 
in providing for , it, appear^ especially, in the promise 
Ik* made them, that lieXvovldsen<lthe^iritoftruti^ 
who should lead them into ^11 truth ; And, tba( ffe. 
hinu%t{ftJuouhi be xLtth tk^m ubmyj^ ex^enjmtQ th€^§^, 
^ the world. 

'Now can it possibly be* that thc^t I-amb of Gp4«, 
which taketh an ay the sins of tbe.world% would leaviK 
the minds of these his witnesses under i49e impress 
iioniB respecting the character of him, whom they werfr 
to preach as the only Saviour of sinners ?-«<-Impres*. 
sjons, which would had them to exhibit him tOsinnera 
tinder a character infinitely superior to what belonge4. 
to him, and t6 what h^ ever took or claimed to him* 
telf f Could tl)^ Lord Jje^iis admit^ that these hij^ wit^^ 
liesscs should pre*tch him .to the worlds in puch f^ man«>, 
ner, and under such a character .as would naturalljf 
lead men to pay him a respect, which would detqgatft 
from the'homir of (vocfj-^ which would expos^^ an4< 
iieecssarily expose mankii\4, in«ver)f agci to idpUiirfiu^ 
ifrorship. 

*1S*fojtD ji^ to this be rcptkil^.thai jctujl ialdfnoulky 
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and tliat oti many occasions, to guard tht minda of 
his disciples, as well as those of all others, against 
their apprehending him to be any thing above a nieiie 
ereature— ^iich as, that the Father xvas greater than 
^tf— That the day and hour, when certain things wera 
to uke place, were known^ not even totheSon^ but to 
the Father^ 6fc.^— That such express declarations of 
Christ were enough, in all reason, to remove, from 
dieir minds, all apprehensions, that he claimed to be 
amy thing above a creature : — It may be observed, that 
whatever opinion they had of the exalted dignity of 
the character of their Lord, they actually considered 
him as acting in a capacity subordinate to that which, 
naturally and originally belonged to him. lliis Is ev- 
ident from the words of the apostle, where he tells 
lis, that Christ Jesus, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robliery to be equal with God ; but 
made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the 
forfnofaeervtmt. And,- if Jesus acted a subordinate 
party and in a sbbcndinate character ; his saying that hia 
Father was greater than he, his disciples might justly 
a{>prchend, was no otherwise than entirely consistent 
inxh his being tnily a divine person— God as well as 
man. And, acting in this subordinate capacity, they 
ffetight well suppose, that the appointment ot the da^ 
emd hour of which Christ speaks, was what did not 
belong to him : but, to that Father of his, to wh6m 
he appeared in the form of a servant. And, that thesft* 
were, in fact, the apprehensions of the apostle, mus^ 
be evident from his saying, that he, who was in the 
form of God, 8cc. tod on him the form of a servant! 
ISie utter impropriety of saying, that a mere creature^ 

Jhti^ii^cessarily and by nature, could be no other than 
servant, took on him suoii aformytnust have occurred 
lb thfe A|>osdei>^Ft might, with equal propriety, be 
^id, that he took on him existence* 

^^^IVfiB hAijgioagi^of ChVist to hh disciptes^ ittid Uiato* 
S 
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n variety of occftsionft, wat aucbjuk might, not onljr ! 
tionally be expected to beget, in theiD, an opinion, that 
he claimed to biiaself a character superior to that of. 
a creature ; but, it appeara, did, in fact, leave a strong, 
impreasion on their minds^ that Jeaua evernieast. ta 
AVOW the claini. 

Tbat auch an impretsioB xvas left on the nunda of 
the apo6tle&» ia manifest trom the respect they shewedl 
him, after his ascension to beaven.«^A respect, whick 
it would be idolatrous to shew to any creature. They- 

Eaid divine worship to the Lord Jesus by praying to 
im,and countenanced others in calling on his name^ 
and encouraged them to it. Thus Paul tells us^ that^ 
when he was buffeted by the measet^er ot Satan, Ym. 
besought the Lord thrice, that it might be» taken froos 
him. That $ke Lord^ to whom he addressed his pray^^ 
er, waa Christ, is evident from the next words of the 
apostle. Ue tells us that he, that is the Lord to wboos 
lie addressed his prayer, ssud unto him, *^ My grace iis ^ 
M sufficient for thee t for my strength is made perfect 
•• in wealuiess." " Most gladly therefore," proceeds 
the aposde, ^^ will I rather glury in my infirn|i(iea^ 
** that the power ofChrkttns\y rest upon me." 2 Qof* 
xii«.8f 9»— Paul considered that strength, which i*. 
B»ade perfect it> weakness^ to be the pswer qf ChrhU 
iiow naturally, and almost inevitably, wouUl this laiu 
yuage,. this representation of the apostle, lead those 
to whom he wrote, to believe, not only that Jesus wa» 
the object of religious adoration, but that He, hoik 
^ard and answered the prayers of his people^-^ThaC 
£r, bi^ hia grace^ supported and strengthened his peQ^* 
jple under all their trials. In agreement with this,ih» 
Corinthian church well knew, that his first epistle ta 
them was addressed to them tbat are sanc^i&ed in 
Christ Jesus, called Xq be saints, with all that ineveiv 
place call en the name if Jesus Christ our Lord^ both 
^m apd^Q^vs^ How naturalljt will the a^Of^M 
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•<!Rristiatis, cm rending these passages, tisrti upon thjft 
ever memomhle and grficioos promise of Christ to hm 
disciples. Matt, xviii. 20. ** For where two or three 
»* are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
-^ mi'dst of them !" 

Paul was not the only one, who. Christians would 
naturally believe, paid divine honors and worship to 
Christ. The first martyr, Stephen, evidently did the 
•«athe. We are told, that his enemies stoned him, 
*** calling upon, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive mjr 
^* Spirit. And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud 
•** voice. Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.** Ac* 
•vii. 59, 60. '^ 

' Btrr these are not the only things, in the writing 
irfthe apostles, which, naturally and almost irresistabljr 
impress the mind with a belief^ that they viewed Jesin 
as sustaining a character and powers far above those 
^f any mefe creature. Whert relating to the Corinth- 
•ian Christians, things which took place, among the 
*JewS, in the wilderness ; and, speaking oftheprovo- 
•cations they offered to God, he tells them, " Now 
'^ these things were our examples, to the intent we 
•* should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted-*- 
** Neither let us tempt Christy as some of them iilifb 
•* tempted — ^ 1 Cor. x. 6, 9. He had just before 
Vaid, that they drank of that spiritual Rock that fcd- 
lowedthcm; and, that that Rock was Christ,* How 
Uaturully, and almost necessarily, would the CorintM- 
•ns, and Christians in every succeeding age, be led, bjr 
«luch a representation as this, to suppose, that thia 
^eat apostle viewed Jesus to be the same gloriotis 
'God and Saviour, wha led the people of Israel intb 
the wilderness, and, for their tempting him so oftei^, 
and in so daring a manner as they did, executed aw- 
ful ju<!gmeftts on them ! It is difficiilt'to conceive, that 
^he apostle ahould not be a^re that his readers woidd 
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make 8oeh an inference, unless he had taken pe^uSar 
\ care to guard them against It ; which he did not. 

. TBEas things are mentioned to show the reason w« 
have to apprehend, that Jesus left his apostles strongs 
I j impressed with a belief, that he was superior to an^ 
and every creature ;— yea, as John e3q)resses it, that 
iktM is the true God^ and eternal life. The same sub-' 
ject might still be pursued to advantage :-— But as tt 
may lead into the argument on the positive evid^nce^ 
from the holy Scriptures, of the Divinity of Christ, we 
desist. On this argument it is not designed directly 
to enter any further, than to mention a number of cir-^ 
eumstances and things^ which concur to evince, that ]e» 
aus left both his friends and enemies, under strong^ 
impressions of a belief, that he claimed to himself a 
character and powers, which belong only to the true 
God. 

Oh the circumstances now mentioned, which were 
evidently fitted to impress the minds of Christ's disci* 
pies with a belief, that he assumed to himself a chatv 
acter above that of a mere creature ; and, the evidence 
that this was their effect ; and, their minds indeed left 
under these impressions \ the following observations 
Mrt submitted, viz. 

I. If Jesus had that concern for the hohor and glorjr 
of the Jiving. and true God, which he ever professed, 
while on earth j it is utterly unaccountable,, that he 
should, cither Jo or say any thing, which should tend, 
in any measure, to beget an opinion, in his dUciples, 
that he offered himself as an object worthy pf divine* 
honors, worship and trust, were he but a mere crea-] 
ture. 

That Christ really did and said many things, 
which, nQiiMj greatly tended to beget an" opinioity \sk 
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ijm d]Aci|>les, th^, though possessed of i&uiitmi ftiiliir#^ 
be yet claimed powers and prerogatives, which are pe^ 
culiar to Deity, but, actually had this effect ; it is ap* 
preheoded, is evident from passages of Scripture^ 
which have been already quoted i and, the observa* 
4ions made on them. Christ well knew, that the 
avhole heathen world was now sunk into gross idola* 
tt^. He well knew, too«^ the extreme proneness of 
God's own, these chosen people, to the same sin ;. and^ 
the variety of means He had used with them, and the 
^eavy evils and judgments, with which he had, agaiti 
and again visited them, to break them oiT, from their 
idolatries, and to check and cure their wicked thirst af-* 
ter the idols and vanities of other nations* It is, alsa 
to be remembered, that the great and professed object 
of Christ's coming into the world was, to teach the 
true religion, and the right worship of the one living 
and true God. How, then, it could be possible, that 
he shoul J, so often, do and say, things, which, not on- 
If. led 4hi: Jews, his enemies, .to believe that he a^su* 
med to himself an equality with God ; but, also, hia 
oy/n chosen witnesses, who were to bear his name 
through the earth, and be his heralds, among other, 
tiations, to publish the true religion, teach the only ac* 
ceptable worship, .and proclaim the way of salvation to 
perishing sinners.— How alt this could be possible^ 
were Jesus but a mere creature, it must be difficult, 
%ff^m to c;onc;e]ve. Yet that ye$U9 who came a light 
into, the world, and of whom k is witnessed, that He 
was faithful in all God's house, in fact did all this.— - 
He. not only died under the imputation,^ from his eoe-. 
mies, -of being guilty of blasphemy in claiming an 
(^V^'ility with God ; but He finally left his own cho- 
sen friends and witnesses un er s.o firm a belief, that 
He^ himself, is the true God and eternal life, that they^ 
confidently addressed their prayers and worship to 
Him ; and,, readily yielded up their lives in testimony 
oi th«;irMvMig, tbemselyeB, onbraced^ and faithfuUjr 
S 2 
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flO AvntmtM. 

tftught the truth, Ae only truth as it is in Jems. Twr* 
ther ; He left them so strongly impressed with a belief 
ef his true and real Divinity, that their preaching, ev-» 
try where conveyed the same high ideas of his char* 
meter to all, who embraced the religion and doctrines 
Aey taught : And, from them has it been handed 
down, through every age, to the christian church ;— «> 
and, almost universally considered as a fundamental 
article of the christian faith. Thus, the things origin^ 
ally taught by Christ himself, and handed down by the 

E reaching and writings of his apostles and witnesses^ 
ave been the means of betraying, almost the whole 
christian world, ever since, into the most palpable and 
open idolatry, if it be indeed, that this' Jesus is not 
truly a divine person^ and the proper object ofreHgiouo 
worship* 

That, neither Jesus himself nor his apostles, who, 
it is admitted by all who possess a belief in divine re« 
velation, were immediately taught of God, should 
foresee,. that such would be the effect of the doctrines 
they taught, is what may not be admitted— -And, 
foreseeing, that they should guard, in no other man- 
ner than they have done, against it, is a problem, 
whkh never has been, and, probably, never will be sol* 
ved, by those, who deny the divinity of Christ. 

S. As the name and character of Jesus were veyy 
dear to his disciples^ we cannot otherwise believe, than 
Aat they would do every thing in rtieir power to 
wipe off all the aspersions, which were cast upon 
them by his enemies. They well knew, that the 
great pretext the Jews had for rejecting him, and put- 
ting him to death, was that he claimed to be a divine 
jierBon. Yea, and one of his most eminent apostles 
and ftaithful witnesses had fully united with them^in 
Hpinion, that Jesus mad^ this ckim, and was^ there- 
ibre, guilty of deathft«-*-OB this grou&d on^codid/hc 
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maj^ as he does. Acts xxvi. 9. I verily though with 
myself that I ought ^^ to do many things contrary to the 
** name of Jesus of Nazareth." The apostles, and 
Paul especially could nut but well know^ that the 
claim of Jesus, to be ^^ The Christ, the Son of the 
*^ living God," which the Jews, and Paul heretofore 
with them, had considered as blasphemy, was the 
g^at stumbling block in the way ot th^ir receiving 
the gospel. Could this, to them stumbling block, be^ 
consistently with truth, taken away, is itsupposeable the 
apostles would not have done it i Can it be believed^ 
that they would have suffered their brethren according 
to the flesh to persist in rejecting the christian doC'* 
trine, through some misapprehensions of the charac- 
ter and claims of its author ? And this, too, knowing 
that this misapprehension was ill founded ; and might 
with the utmost ease, haVe been removed I 

Thb exceedingly tender concern, which the apo8« 
de, Paul particularly, expressed for the Jewish nation, 
sind his ardent wishes for their conversion to christian- 
kvi forbid the thought, that he should suffer them to 
remain under an error, which must prove fatal to 
them, when it might, with the utmost ease, have been 
removed, and that only by a few words' speakings 
without any labored chain of- reasoaing ; and this too, 
when both the glory of God, the character of their 
dear Lord, and the general interest of his cause,» all 
concurred to require, that an error of so gross and fa* 
tal a nature, were it such, should be corrected. Were 
the apostles and 6rst preachers of the gospel aware, 
as they could not but be, that the Jews, his enemies 
apprehended, that Jesus had clainieil prerogatives and 
powers, which are peculiar to God; and, hady^rc^/e^w 
$uUyfor thtM reason rejected, and put him to death ; to 
suppose they knowingly left them under such an ap» 
prriieosioo, while they themselves were sensible, that 
it wiM viikiMHt luiy just foitfsdiitioQ, mv^t fettder thcot 
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un^orilnr the charaeter of. even conitxuHiliaBfalyit^ ai^ 
of ever having any credit paid them at messengers erf' 
God to a perishing world. 

, Noa less absurdly can it be supposed, that the^r; 
would leave the charaicter of Jesus, who was so high, 
in their esteem, and so very near and dear to theaoi 
under a load of tnfaaiy, not to be wiped off from th^^ 
time to this, were it true, that he was guilty of the 
crime, which his enemies laid to his charge, and-onn 
der the imputation of which he died an ignominious > 
death ; And yet the apostles were thoroughly sensi- 
bje, that, were Jesus but a mere creature, his name 
^nd character deserved all this infamy, and must and« 
ought eternally to lie under it.— -To supppae, thaf«, 
they had any thing like xhat friendship to Christ, which^ 
they professed, or even commpn honesty and iotegrit|r^i 
renders the thought inadmissible, that they should notj 
have openly and explicitly declared. against .the doc*/ 
trine of the divinity of Christ, and, considering thait 
charge, and the circumstances under- which he died^» 
carefully insist, that Jesus never claimed, either , a .. 
character or honors above what might t>e d<^ to a- 
cveature ; could thev have done this consistently with > 
truth, and with the apprehensions they, theinselveS| ^ 
had of Christ, and of the claims he openly made, 
^hile on earth. ^ 

Further, we are to recollect that Jesus, before ho, 
left the world, promised his apostles to send the Spir-* , 
it of truths who should guide them into •all truth* 
From Bim it was, that they received the doctrines 
thjcy tau^t : Under His direction they both preached , 
RQd wrote* Nor can it be supposed that, under his , 
direction and guidance, they should both speak and - 
write of their Lard in a manner and in terms, fitted 
to impress others with an apprehension that they be* . 
Ueved bias to possess » cbifimcier and .di||;oky abo^lt 
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asiy nitffie cf««tttfe« tmless he in Act did. Yet, that 
^hty rtaUy did speak of him in such terms, as have 
leit their successors^ in general, in every age, under% 
strong and fixed apprehensions, that Christ was be- 
Ibfved by them to possess a character and powers tru* 
ly divine, is what cannot be denied. Had it not been, 
that the language, in which they speak of their Lord, 
and of his ' character, most naturally tended to im* 
j^ess the mlinds of those, to- whom they spoke and 
wnote, with a belief, that they viewed him as being 
superior to any mere creature ; the labor and pains, 
which have been taken to remove the apprehension^ 
of it from the minds of men, must have been unneces- 
sury : Nor could there have been occasion for all that 
criticism, (not to say wresting of scripture) which the 
enemies to the doctrine of Christ's divinity have made 
us« of, and that with comparitively small effect, to 
convince mankind, that nothing is said, in the sacred 
writings tending to beget an idea, of the superiority 
of Jesus to any mere creature. The writers of 
the New-Testament frequently speak of Jesus in terms* 
which, their readers, in general believe, cannot be 
a{^plicable to any mere creature. When they find' 
them speaking of Jesus as Mn^ in thejorm of Goi^ 
mnd thinking it no robbery to be equal with God^^vt>^ 
presenting him as the brightness of the glory of God^ 
mndthf express image of his person — ^asserting, that ir 
was He,. wA© hiid the foundation of the earthy and that 
*A> heavens are the work of his Ac/^^-*— ascribing ttn^ 
thangeableness to him, as that Being who is the same, 
and whose years shall not fiiil. — When in addition to 
aH this, they htarthtm pronouncing the gospel bene«- 
dlcfiott upon all, who in every place, call on the namf 
pf JestM Christ their Lord $ how can they well sup* 
pose any other, than that these writers viewed Jesus aa 
.bfinp[*a person truly diyine, worthy of religious wor* 
ship and «iooration \ 
-'- - i*-.^^- ■ ' . > . , ■ . - ' 
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tn4 apF«KDfii. 

How can it be belkv^d, that Gocrlfcimsclf tmme^l- 
•trly iftflu*fnced the minds of the apostle to write in 
•ucha manner, and to speak in stictl terms of Jesus, 
were be but a creature : And, if they were nbt tin- 
der the im mediate guidance and inftuence of thts 
Spirit of God, nothing which they said or wrote, may 
he considered as of divine authority ; nor, ought to 
fcavc any other weight, than the mere opinion of wcat, 
imperfect and faliible me^. 

And, to mippose that Jesus himself should influence 
his Apostles to such an opinion of his person and 
character, cither while he was personally with them, 
•r after his ascension, v}ere he hut n mere creature ; and 
to go and spread it all over the earth, and transmit ft 
to the latest generation ; must naturally lead us to 
▼iew him in no better light, than his enemies did^ 
while h« was on earth— a deceiver. Then is the aii- 
thorky of Christ in matters of faith, and that of the 
"writers of the New-Testament^ both, eflfectually %ti 
uside. 

It mdy deserve to he still further noticed, that, if 
Jestis be but a mere creature, all who, in any age, 
liave paid divine worship and honors to him, must, ae^ 
liordtng to the express decision of the holy Scripturifs, 
"be excluded from the kingdom of h^ven, and perish. 
Nothing is more cteaHy and expressly asserted than 
this. Paul says, 1 Cor. vi. 9, ' •* Know ye not that 
H the unrighteous shall tiot inherit the kingdom of 
•• God : be not deceived ; neither fornicators, nor 
*♦ idoiaters^^fihaM inherit the kingdom of God." We 
'«rc told, also, Rev. xxi. 8, that ** the fearful, and un- 
** believing, and idolater s^^shaW have their part in ihH 
** lake, which burneth with fire and brifnstone ; which 
*« is the second death.*' And agaiti, Rev. xxit* H^ 
that ** without are murdeFers and khhter^.^*" •• 
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- That Acre have been rnany^ kr evenr- age of' tb* 
christian churchy and are^ at the present day, who da 
ill fact, and that designedly and intentionally, pay di<f 
V^e bomcini and worship to the Lord Jesus Christ, ta 
ivhat cannot be denied : Atid, that this is opeti antl 
gross idolatry, if he be but a creature, will admit of 
no dispute. This is not only a direct violation^of the 
first and great commiindment of the law $ but they^i 
who are guilty of it, and sustain the character of idola«» 
ters, are most expressly excluded from tlie kingdom ol 
heaven, and condemned to suffer the pains of the sec* 
m4 deathb 

« Ok the hypothesis that Jesus of Nazareth be bat m 
are%ture^ what ground of charity can* we have for anyg 
who, in any age« ^ave paid divine honors and wor^ 
ship to him ! What are we to think of the thief on the^ 
cross, and of the first martyr, Stephen, who in their 
<jying nAoments, comn^ended themselves and their de«» 
parting spirits to Christ ! What, of the apostle Paul^ 
who counter i all things but duug^ that he might win^ 
Christ and be found in him !->— Who, under the trial* 
and . temptations, which he endured in the cause and 
i|ervice of Christ, prayed to Nim for needed supporta 
and strength and gra^e ! Yea, what, of all those emi^ 
neat saints and servants of his, who, in every succee* 
ding age, have paid religious worship and adoratiots 
tfi Christy and trusted their everlasting concerns t^ 
him ! Judging accordii^ to the express rules of .tha 
word of Godt How can we believe any other, thaai 
that they are ezcloded from the kingdom ot heaven l 

I 
, To say, that we may and ought to have charity for 
lUch, because^ though deluded, yet ameere^ necessarilj^ 
g5>ea %o a denial^ thaton^ articka qf faith whaitx^r ar$ 
neftssartfj aj|d^ opeoSithe door ior our charity and 
fellowship with pa|Mats, aiahometaas^ pagaaB and m^ 
14^4 becawd all ih«se»ai well as ih^ .wOTshif^pai^.'^i 
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*e Lord Jciut Christ, may he sincere iti ifcrir fcet^* 
id and different professions* Yea, it goes as effectual^ 
to a denial of the divine authority of the J<oly Seripi* 
lures ; becmise, we there find all idolaters moit eEfffil* 
€itty excluded from the kingdom of heaven. 

Non can it be nnitfteretting to onr present urgti* 
meitt, hete, to remark the utter ifto propriety of chris- 
tian communion and fellowship between those, who 
believe in the re«ll Divinity of JesUs Christ, and iho^, 
who do not. It IS as really inconsistent and unwar^ 
rantable for A nans and Socinisms to have charity for 
auch as believe the Lord Jesus to be truly God a« 
^ell as man, aft it is for the friends of thta doetlrifte'tO 
hold christian lellbwiihip wilhthehi. If it be, ¥iMt 
the sentiments of the former at-e seriptural, the iMttt 
arc open and wilful idolaters. If thbse, of the la«er^ 
tite agreeable to the oracles of God, the consequeiite 
is undeniable,** that the former deny the Lord who 
bought them— And, by denying the Son, they, '^Iwi^ 
deny the Father. For the enemies to the doctrinief of 
Christ's Divinity to have christian fellowship with its 
friends, is to become partakers with them m theit>sup* 
posed idolatr\' : And, for the lattef to hold christian 
eommutiion with the former, is tt^^teat this great due* 
trine with manifest indiflTrrcnce, and as of no impur* 
tance tto the salvation of sinners, either one way or the 
other. Yea, the lanj^uage of this felkmsihfp with 
auch as deny the Divinity of Christ, is, that though he 
be truly God, it is immaterial whether we acknowledge 
and worship him as such ; or, view smd treat him as 
auch, but, like ourselves, a mere creature. If Christ 
be -truly God as well as man, tlie obllgatibn to ac- 
knowledge and worship htm as God will not bedei^edi 
Hence the utter inconsistency there is^ that the ftiitods 
ID this doctrine should hold christian' felloVrsHip and 
eommu&iOB with solsh as <k»by and t^eject it, most be 
abvteos. Nor is it less obvioo*, &M the ttjecfeli dt 
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^»-«f due. idolaiiry c^ ti^ak ^ (iAy diving honors to 
Uk»{ by lidldingehrUM^ (^llcAwiliif> with Ui«m, if M 
be iQd#e4-lM)t a tiKr« creature t And, on their '<»wtl* 
pfinci^Ws) Atty<^»Mitioc bac eonsi^ler tile language of 
^<1 to therm, to-be, «* Come out frcHn among diem, 
H.«id be y« separate^ 8«utii die Lord»^ 

. ' Ij^r, ao ftlif to J^ua €hriat, and to worahip him, be 

idotMry^ to moat ba nlaiiileat from, the paaaagea of 

.Secifiiura already Quoted, -tiiat hisapoatlea, and the 

primitive Chriatians were guilty of the am* Nar^ em 

rthta hypothesia, can u be denied^ that the greater part 

,<lf.C4Wiatiati9,' 4»«e^ary aaceeadiag age^ ha¥e been 

9 iJMBiiii«# ^rbat the Mrriliiiigs and emamplea of Chrtsc*a 

i4|Niafhii ha^ btee« aetaaliy foH#%vcd by thia eAcC, 

^iiiA mk tfco^deiiied <«^Nar oan it 4ia mukdk Uas obvi- 

nsm^-' flMft'iMlf <^atly ^en^ed^ and wene exceedingljr 

'itaad*^ produce k, bi-aucb aa receJK^ed thetr writinga 

.^iliieolMiM'oC Godi; And if U be crae, that the 

;ir«Mag^>o<^ both the evangt- tisai and apostles had, 

.^eteti' any considerable tendency to this effect, on auoh- 

aa ffoeetved them as authorities in matters of faith ; 

rdtfa la*:a coniAciara«feffi'a«iAcient o£ Itself to tlike away 

^if»4radiMltty, aa betngrdiii^infely hispired. For nose 

-iMi'KiiflpoiM, that writings divinely inspired for the 

taMNfficia^^Krvation ofMnanynd^ and that in their in- 

Snicelymeat impottant oo»€era9« would not be moat 

-tfoaHyan^airfBciently guarded againal a conaiructioa, 

jMid*-ali>e|RNrtf utterly subversive Of aH their beneit, 

ted of thiileaign for wh'rch they Wore inspired* 

'f*npnm otfe^tv ^tAiftk the e leamplea anil writinga of the 
tanotetflliieautliOriLof the Mew*Testam^Bt has aatoal- 

iy had, on far the greater part of mankind, 'in^ ovety 
age^ who have received them as of divine authority, 
aeems^tO be a auAeient proof of their tendency, to 

|ro^iioo;tt bafaf o£ ^ JMwiiiity dE CIvriaty and to m« 
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gtge his fiiB#wM 10 p^ dmiaitfhmiot^i^ Im«i« « jPtn 
though there be.a Ureng S9f0sUipn tn;ti>eii, MMmU^ 
to pervert divine truth ; who* w<» rtfiMCU-Am tboaKof 
the B>ost exemplary pif ty« as veU aa of the.fini abiTi^ 
ties, have generaUy receiv^y and conaieodo^al^. adhev 
red to the doctrine oi* Chri«i*a true and real Divtnk^^ 
thh will be qaite insufic^nt aaCRr;io «;^uit liioao 
writings of such a degree of tendency to this cffecti as 
is enough to deatroy 'ihek oredit ^aa being^isff^ divine 
origioaU^r^Tbia beipg the caae, Uicawot bu|ilmju^ 
aafe .to embrace the gospttl as an iofalUble- guidot i^ 
matten of faith. ::, ; & 

That Jesoa Christ kMW il^t, both^is friend ftnd 
bis enemies believed biaii to asaMme. a<chataf;t«0i^ 4U^d 
lo receive hooors« wiulehe was on eHrthf which :iali 
belong to no mere creaiuQe, cannot reiaonaUy im d^^ 
Died—The evidence of il is .such^ as m«iilHeaar|i co«^ 
vtctioo to. candid minds. Th^t he neve r^smd oitdM 
aoy thing, which actually removisd the apftrsheaalMO 
they had of his claiming these honors is egyally dear 
andobvioul* % ^ . • . . , .^m . »*.ii'j 

That He should do no more>tbaii ittcan, in any^Wiaf 
be pretended. thev in foct, did, to ^Icncotl^jnMimtMi 
of eilemie«i. and correet the erri»iv «of his f |:«^% nUwii 
it could have been donetx^fiA ^'nmni^w^ptnii^f.Kfmm 
be but a mere creature i is what will bti^^tfifh^^tilt 
difficulty, acoounted for by ihoso^ who rq^t^odt>ci^ 
trine of his tru« ai^ real IMvinityi . In§ieir4 Q£«<bia| 
he persisted ta spaaik of himself in tuch 4ieltna4?atid. t4 
admit such honors to be done, him, as can admit of ml 
excuse if he bf hit a ciremurfi iMndy^can hy^Hi ei^NKia 
be reconciled with common honestyi much kali v^Uil 
real piety. ^ . . 

' . . .» . |. . ^; 

AvT£R a careful and. eaadid attention to'the)aii«' 
guage, in which Jesun fre^ttently'^pohe of btmaelfi i«A 
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Ibi^ftie iOKtftnttei tfl respeet imd. woi^p, vhkh he oft- 
en admitted to be paid him ; who can believe him 
Worthy to be received as a teacher come from God, 
i^*»*^ he m-Jbi^ n9 nwrrtMan a creature / Instead of 
tiitSi'-how^dam h« be viWed in any other lights ihatt 
fliatofia dtceiver^-^yiea, the greatest impostor that ev* 
crcame imothe vrorid!- 

*^ Oh whaV ground, they- who deny the true and real 
DairiiiityofChritte,Gafi censareand condkmtithe ancient 
Jeite for potting him to daatb, and thtiY present enatt 
ing descendants, for rejecting l|im, is not easily seeiti 
instead of removing their objections against Christian* 
kyi— 'An object, wMch^Hans aftd Sokioians profesed* 
Jg^have- intvicw, in their labors in- opposition to th^ 
dbctrme ol Christ^ Diviaky-^liere *iDiist be ^r^isot 
Co^feai^, tbat they, themselves, splk upon the roc¥, 
^vhicb has bs^n so fatal to the Jews ; and that to them^ 
jbsi vmdl as to the Jews, Christ is a stone of stumbling^, 
ioal'awock'ol oSence. > 

A Ii- it betr^e, that Christ has given even Jast gnmnA 
h inspect that he claimed to possess prerogatives and 
IKiwrrsv wtiieh cin belong to no mere creature ; it will 
fo Sii imputation on his character as a teacher from 
fiadf whieh never can be wiped off, if he be but a 
nveature. A creature^^ who will do this^ at once ior^ 
ieita att right to ci«dit. That Christ % fact did this, 
is too clear and obvious to admit of ccmtroversy. The 
consequence is irresistable, that if he be but a creature^ 
he is utterly unworthy to be receit^ as a tedkcher sent 
from God. This being the case^ it b obvious that no 
sredit is to be paid to bis instructions and doctrines ; 
und, that the system of religioB founded on what was 
taught by Christ and his apostIe«, has no just founda*- 
tion for its support. So obviously does the christian 
system rest on the truth of the real Divinity of its glo« 
notts Author.; jttid/must ^tand or fall with it ! Take 
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away thU iorn$i<>Siam^ the .'i^ipfe.fi^Mkr4il<eiQQ Isilb 
«9the ground ! 

I^ the evi^tnce of Chrh^9m^ bt lakei^ siwa^, oom^ 
iXCtpting Jew^ wiU prtitend thott We have aoy reveW- 
tion from God. And, if the wriuog» o^' ibe Evan^* 
lists and Apostles, are an imp6»iti9i>t it may readiljr 
be concluded that, those of Moses and the prophet^ 
are no better* In this way do^a li't^ain a|>prar; tikat, 
by rejccciiig tha doctrine of tbe true and ttik Diyfiniiy 
aS Cbristt w« are aecessaifily lumc^d bae& tor^our orig^ 
9al beadienisb siato a and,, left fvithcvit aby other or 
bettef guidc^ than (he weals, piei^eried reaaon (if mck^ 
0d aad faUible eaei^ ! On this hyp^otbesks, what il^ 
W^i;^ cbafa^tev of that Being, who asacie allthifiga^ 
i/H aa it oeyer baa^ 9b never, ia tkb wodd^ wUl.H \im 
diac9veleJ« A9<)« of toaseqiieiice, ytt ini»st iamai» 
alraifgeira 19 the nauu-e nfQci kind of ibait, worships 
vhich he re4yiire» and wilt a<tcep«;^ if there be any atM:b ; 
Or, whether there be, or will be any aftatie of {tiCur^ 
existence—-of punishments, or rewards. These infi- 
»1tely. interasting aod iin{$orta4t S'ljkl^^cisi) aadst, all, 
Ue in the dark 1 aa they «?v0r w<Hdd bave doneybad 
no immediate raveUiition beeA nlade ffotia beay«n| 
And we are far kom having ao)' aalis^ifitory evidence^ 
that such revelation bas ever been made to tnetv if Je-*. 
aus oi Nazareth did not tft fact, poesess those pif«« 
rogatives and .^^jojy^er^; whicti, it n manifest, bdh V\t 
frtend9^aad b^aaetHo^ b^ljeved him to claim* . 

A aaisi^ Sumfnaiy aS the preceding argument ahaO' 
lamcbide the aOib|e<ft^ . . 

It haa been ^ged iVm^ if Christ be not truly a dt«' 
vine f^erson, God ^s w^ll as mad, th«re is t\o otonemeTtM 
inade for the sina of men-^NcT maa^statimB, in the 
government of Godv of that dirijne displcasnre and 
angor agaiaat^ the charaders anck <;0aduQt of alkh. aai 
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arc saved By Christ, as the threatcnings of the word 
of God necessarily" lead us to suppose do actually ex- 
ist. . If this displeasure do not appear in the death 
and sufferings of Him who was sacrificed for his peO" 
plc^ it no where appears-— There is no manifestation of 
it« It must, follow, of course, that Christ is not The 
Lord their righte9usness-^Th%l it is not on account 
of any legal righuousness, any honor whatever done 
to the holy law oj God as sanctioned by the penalty of 
his eternal anger for every transgression^ tfiat peni- 
tents are pardoned and saved. 

Ir any of mankind are saved without God's exhibit- 
ing in his government, that displeasure with them^ 
^hich the threatening^ of has word import.; the evi- 
dence of grace in their salvation is quite taken away : 
For grace^ in good conferred on creatures, can no 
further appear, thaa we have evidence, that God, who 
judges rightepus judgment, viewa them as deserving 
of evil. Hence it must be evident, that a denial of 
the doctrine of atonement by the death of Christ, ren- 
ders the Scripture doctrine of die salvation of sinners 
^y grace quite unintelligible ; if it do* not wholly sub- 
vert, it. To suppose xh^ penitence of a sinner to be 
tiie considecaxion on which he is saved and again re- 
ceived to favor, is equally inconsistent with all ideas 
of ^rac^ in bis salvation. For this would imply ,.elther , 
tliai he was the object ot no other or greater displeas-^ 
ure of God, tlwn might b^ removed by his penitence 
aad return to obedience ; or, thai the law of God «nd 
the r^le of bis government are such, as to subject ho 
one to punishment, but on neglect or refusal of repent- 
ance. But if the peniteoce, of the transgressor re« 
move 911. existing, divine displeasure with him>.wecan« 
surely, see no evidence of grace in his being received 
K> favor;^ . And, if the law of God and the rule of his 
^vernment ure such, that they subject no one to pun- 
i9hnaent,.,nor rtnder any obnoxious to it> but final ob* 
T ^ 
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stinate impeniteiiti ; tt» ob^toot^that micli M do tB* 
ptm art i^ipoaed ^ lam to no evil or eurse ; J^nd coifw 
8«({U«ntLy, no ac» 9/ gnaw m needed fbr dieir bei%iigrt«». 
tomd to rkft laYor of God, and made forever hafrpy if^ 
him. Or should it be 8uppD«#d, that Qa\ parddifft otu 
soluieiif^ without miikin^ any hoaov done t& his violaM 
ted law, either by the \vork a»d death of Chrise,* or thd 

Enitence o£the sameff the consideration on whieh-hiflp 
vor is bestowed ; tbft eindcoce\ that sinners are sa^* 
ved by grace is gresttly dtraimahed^iftiot wboUy dowd 
away. For in Ms case we can see no cartHfn- ptoofi 
that they ever were the objectii of any great degree of 
divine displeasurtyif any aiaH; AxkI; mcteed^ ifthc 
death and sufCerings of Chriaic were not :ii> atonemait 
for sin— «If his* people are not ta^dfrom^ihe dir^ of 
the law by his being asade a curBe for thei», t»e csok'^m^ 
cem no necessity ior his coming and wot4 in order t» 
the salvation of ataners-^^NoPf bow Chri^ crucified 10 
die power of God, and. the. wisdom of G»od« 

It the Divinity and* atonement of Christ be ditfttiedi 
%he forgi venesa of sin ^n jany hypothssk X()h^teWt tkmS 
we can fsrm^ muse eviden^y set; aside the nevealed 
moral law sanctioned htf pt^vtisss and tljtrenteningifKS 
a rule oi divine adwinistitation and govemmefl^. IM 
Ihere be iwt mantfestattons of divine dispkiis«re and 
anger in the instanceia therein they ane tbrdotaat^. iw 
^ die word of God, and to the degree, which the direa«M 
teings tmpmt ; we cannot bat apppehend a disagret" 
me&t between the ti;9i^and i\it gc^^ernmem of God*-*** 
And ata- M^ aa,aay one amrehead* tlMre«is< swck sPdifr* 
agreement, he will feel himself stt liberty to form hw 
tmt^ ideao of the moral character of 6od, indnolbn** 
get^^ribe ht« written word ihe» ratsof biaifidii; 

FwR^twcR t^ if that divine dtepfeasure, widi^witioh 
ainneri mitvemidly are threatened m the w4rd:o£6<Ml^ 
1ite^M»ver manifca^diagaiast 'the <Ai«raeler» «n^ eoBi- 
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dhMff of belie v«rtl irv CMdf-^lf it be ttetl^r^fd rf^peArv 
that tile ianuiA^rabie muhttude ^aVed b^ €htiiM< lir^v it> 
theikS4«lvc«, Ai«dl In the efivkie eartimatiofi, iM cfe^ei^v^'mg 
of dtemal r«ih), H^ tkose^ 'wh^* ftrtalt> pei'ith ; \^e tir^ 
natiinilly 1«<I to the ccHi^tu&^i^, fo Whiebi such as di^ny 
rtiff.> Divinity of Christ probably Meaftv to- €bni'e,-Mhat 
th^re wHl be ao' ^titwcre stcite ef ptmidhm^iit* An J 
trheuevcr it-eom^sfo be believed,- that the threaien- 
ktgs of the. word of God v^iil ne^ei^ be executecK— . 
Th«4 the diYif^ ^ple^ure, whieh they impoH, \y\\\ 
mtver be expressed ii> its natnrs^ and genuifie fruits*— 
These threatening^ cease to be motivtt» of action, and 
hmnedfiatdly lose thefir ii^fiuefiee to resti^aifry. And 
whfiiiever tfee ttreaierii^gsf colitakied 'iti the h^Iy Scrip- 
mrea cease tO'Op^^ie as motives-ef action, the profnu 
96^ imMt, of co^r^t lose tbeiv iiifli*eAce. Aifid ^hetf 
the groacvd of our faith, in both thf eateninga and pi^on^^ 
iaes, is tiikeiv awa^, ther« ia itothiog kft in the Btbte 
worthy of craditf a!(<a revelation from God. 

' SmXL fupcher ; as mioralf ereMafr^si M letHtf whil^ 
iaa asate^ of pr^batioaf are eter governed by ntoivoe^ 
tod influ6ttc0d by. prospects of goc^ and evH ; we, nc( 
aooner gi^e up the pvotniae^ and ^eat^ntngsi bf' th^ 
li^ord of Godv thsm* we beod^nM utlei' atrsttfgferai^ bot^ 
to five flsitarey and t}» nd«d o£that lNai»sd goveitmient, 
which is eocercised 0¥er uS»«^Attd« indeed, to ^e evi« 
ibacev th^ w^ li^ undttr stdth- a got%nffment. And-, 
db we- lose eight of ig^tdtnUe^ that a Morail^^oirermneri 
is-exerased evar uay wedo'SJao^t^ the saaaef degree^ 
•f tkt 4msMi04 of a iMMVG«iremet of t&e ir^otidi 

Thms appeM' t<i bo h^av #ie mhimF atitf geimitii^ 
eoiiaeqiieMea.ef a dfaiwd^ «f t)i^ Biltei«>y tf CbriM. 

It haa been farther urged, that, on auppoaittott 
Christ be but a creature, it will be extremely difficult. 
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hJs conduct with the character of, ev^ m honeit man; 
That many things^ which Jesus said and did whQe on 
earth, kfithe minds, both of his friends and enemies, 
strongly impressed with a belief, that he claimed td 
himself prerogatives and powers, which can belong to' 
no mere creature, cannot justly be denied. It was 
this^ and this only, that furnished the Jews with any 
tolerable pretext for putting him to deaths That they 
verily believed, that Jesus made such claims as they, 
often and often, charged him with it, cannot reasona-' 
bly be questioned. ITiat Christ should hear himself, 
again and again, charged with being a blasphemer, 
and yet in no instance remove what he well knew his 
enemies considered as a just ground for the charge,'' 
is utterly unaccountable, if he did not mean ever to. 
challenge that, which would have been just ground for 
the charge, were he no more than a creature. But,* 
above all, is h utterly unaccountable, that Christ should 
suffer himself to be put to dc^th for claiming a charac- 
ter and powers, which can belong to no mere cretature, 
if he meant no such claims — And, instead, of renoun* 
cing every thing, which could possibly excite suspicion 
that he assumed so high a character to iiimsell, that 
he should, while under examination on the subject bis-^ 
fore the high priest, say things, which he could not 
but know were directly fitted to strengthen and confirm, 
them in the belie/, that he clain^d to be. the Son of 
God in a sense, wliiph they considered it as blasphe<N 
inous for any mere creature to pretend to be-*-«And. 
all this, when he could,, with the yxmost ease, and thac 
by a word, have removed every pretext for the accu«* 
sation made by his enemies, is what cannot be accouat- 
ed for on any principled whatever, consistently with 
his being an honest man ; ' unless, also, . h^ is soim-^ 
thing more than man, even tlie true God and eterx\al 
life. • - 

That he left his pattii^^tr iriends aatT {(^lltuxem 
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ilkfKcds^^d Jriitll.die,feUfeftt vaA ^f^t h&kt, tim &• 
)(OMQ9idi per&dtito9'iind p»wefray.wkkh distingiushed 
Ivm.&pni .all mere preatoreay and fvonred ki» to fibs* 
lies^a &alarr^ which id truly divise ;: lliere appear dk« 
itrqngest reasons to believe. Accordingly , be received 
that respect and worship from them, before he left th^ 
v.€it)dt vJUdx it. would fa»vc been impioiafS.fDr aaymere 
crea^orte to admit to be paid to hinl* He made prom^ 
iKes.<^wha£ A# would d9i Jor Httm after hiaaaceMsioii^ 
whichv^l^ well koevr, it iiequi>:ed Almighty power and 
Qiiivei's^l ..dHMBOiiion, to . cilaUe . Miifc to accomplisb* 
Pra^^eit woa addvcjssdd dipssi^ t» Yivciy by hia diactple^ 
and graciously answered b^ tiiiii. Tbe apostles^ 
whom he commissioned to go and preach the gospel to 
cVery creature, ever spoke of him in terms, and at* 
trtbuted a character to him, which they could not oth* 
erwise than believe, would lead all, who embraced the 
doctrines they taught, to view him as an object of su-* 
preme love, and of relTgious worship and adoration*--* 
as well as to place the fullest and most entire con$« 
dence in him. Yea, they considered prayer to Christ 
calling on the >pame of the Lord Jesus, as, io those 
d^ys, a distinguishing mark of a christian. 

Now, that Jesus himself should direct and author- 
ise his apostlts to exhibit him under a character, in 
their preaching and doctrines which he could not but 
foresee and know, would greatly tend to render him an 
object of idolatrous respects ; were he but a mere crea- 
ture^ is itself enough to take away all confidence in hia 
honesty and integrity — especially, as one great object 
of; the coming of the Messiah was foretold to be, to 
dejstroy the idols, and to put away idolatrous worship. 

.^THiiT the apostles and first preachers of Christianity, 
who appeared most strongly attached to the person and 
interest of their Lord and Saviour, should leave his 
character uader the sti^a of hiQ having died a blaa- 
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jphemet ; while Aeyi fliemtelves, wtft koew, tfiat hi 
claitned no powers and prerogatiret, but such as maf 
btlong t» a creature ; ts, of itself^ enough to fiestror 
ail confi tence in thelI^ either as being iaspired, or even 
lumest metii, 

Thesb considerations are sufficienl to show, that, 
if Chritft be not truly a divine person, neither he, nor 
his apostles csoi deserve our €reciic«-mThie. evideow 
that bis gospel •!« fr6m God la tak^ away-^AtVil. we 
are left in the dark, and wholly without a ^uide, in 
iDatteni of infinite impartsmcr, and whi^h most highly, 
as weU as everlastingly concern us* 
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